Lessons From The Cross
Steve Flatt

A Roman Crucifixion

Just what did the body of Jesus of Nazareth actually
endure during those hours of torture?

The practice of crucifixion itself is torture and execution by
fixation to a cross. | am indebted to many who have studied
this subject in the past, and especially to a contemporary
colleague, Dr. Pierre Barbet, a French surgeon who has done
exhaustive historical and experimental research and has
written extensively on the subject.

Apparently, the first known practice of crucifixion was by
the Persians. Alexander and his generals brought it back to
the Mediterranean world -- to Egypt and to Carthage. The
Romans apparently learned the practice from the
Carthaginians and (as with almost everything the Romans
did) rapidly developed a very high degree of efficiency and
skill at it. A number of Roman authors (Livy, Cicer, and
Tacitus) comment on crucifixion, and several innovations,
modifications, and variations are described in the ancient
literature.

For instance, the upright portion of the cross (or stipes)
could have the cross-arm (or patibulum) attached two or
three feet below its top in what we commonly think of as the
Latin cross. The most common form used in our Lord's day,
however, was the Tau cross, shaped like our T. In this cross
the patibulum was placed in a notch at the top of the stipes.
There is archeological evidence that it was on this type of
cross that Jesus was crucified.

Without any historical or biblical proof, Medieval and
Renaissance painters have given us our picture of Christ
carrying the entire cross. But the upright post, or stipes, was
generally fixed permanently in the ground at the site of
execution and the condemned man was forced to carry the
patibulum, weighing about 110 pounds, from the prison to
the place of execution.

Many of the painters and most of the sculptors of crucifixion
also show the nails through the palms. Historical Roman
accounts and experimental work have established that the
nails were driven between the small bones of the wrists
(radial and ulna) and not through the palms. Nails driven
through the palms will strip out between the fingers when
made to support the weight of the human body. The
misconception may have come about through a
misunderstanding of Jesus' words to Thomas, "Observe my
hands." Anatomists, both modern and ancient, have always
considered the wrist as part of the hand.
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A titulus, or small sign, stating the victim's crime was
usually placed on a staff, carried at the front of the
procession from the prison, and later nailed to the cross so
that it extended above the head. This sign with its staff nailed
to the top of the cross would have given it somewhat the
characteristic form of the Latin cross.

But, of course, the physical passion of the Christ began in
Gethsemane. Of the many aspects of this initial suffering,
the one of greatest physiological interest is the bloody sweat.
It is interesting that St. Luke, the physician, is the only one
to mention this. He says, "And being in Agony, He prayed
the longer. And His sweat became as drops of blood,
trickling down upon the ground."

Every ruse (trick) imaginable has been used by modern
scholars to explain away this description, apparently under
the mistaken impression that this just doesn't happen. A
great deal of effort could have been saved had the doubters
consulted the medical literature. Though very rare, the
phenomenon of Hematidrosis, or bloody sweat, is well
documented. Under great emotional stress of the kind our
Lord suffered, tiny capillaries in the sweat glands can break,
thus mixing blood with sweat. This process might well have
produced marked weakness and possible shock.

After the arrest in the middle of the night, Jesus was next
brought before the Sanhedrin and Caiphus, the High Priest.
It is here that the first physical trauma was inflicted. A
soldier struck Jesus across the face for remaining silent
when guestioned by Caiphus. The palace guards then blind-
folded Him and mockingly taunted Him to identify them as
they each passed by, spat upon Him, and struck Him in the
face.

In the early morning, battered and bruised, dehydrated, and
exhausted from a sleepless night, Jesus is taken across the
Praetorium of the Fortress Antonia, the seat of government
of the Procurator of Judea, Pontius Pilate. You are, of
course, familiar with Pilate's action in attempting to pass
responsibility to Herod Antipas, the Tetrarch of Judea. Jesus
apparently suffered no physical mistreatment at the hands of
Herod and was returned to Pilate. It was in response to the
cries of the mob that Pilate ordered Bar-Abbas released and
condemned Jesus to scourging and crucifixion.

There is much disagreement among authorities about the
unusual scourging as a prelude to crucifixion. Most Roman
writers from this period do not associate the two. Many
scholars believe that Pilate originally ordered Jesus
scourged as his full punishment and that the death sentence
by crucifixion came only in response to the taunt by the mob
that the Procurator was not properly defending Caesar
against this pretender who allegedly claimed to be the King
of the Jews.

Preparations for the scourging were carried out when the
Prisoner was stripped of His clothing and His hands tied to
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a post above His head. It is doubtful the Romans would have
made any attempt to follow the Jewish law in this matter,
but the Jews had an ancient law prohibiting more than forty
lashes.

The Roman legionnaire steps forward with the flagrum (or
flagellum) in his hand. This is a short whip consisting of
several heavy, leather thongs with two small balls of lead
attached near the ends of each. The heavy whip is brought
down with full force again and again across Jesus' shoulders,
back, and legs. At first the thongs cut through the skin only.
Then, as the blows continue, they cut deeper into the
subcutaneous tissues, producing first an oozing of blood
from the capillaries and veins of the skin, and finally
spurting arterial bleeding from vessels in the underlying
muscles.

The small balls of lead first produce large, deep bruises
which are broken open by subsequent blows. Finally the
skin of the back is hanging in long ribbons and the entire
area is an unrecognizable mass of torn, bleeding tissue.
When it is determined by the centurion in charge that the
prisoner is near death, the beating is finally stopped.

The half-fainting Jesus is then untied and allowed to slump
to the stone pavement, wet with His own blood. The Roman
soldiers see a great joke in this provincial Jew claiming to
be king. They throw a robe across His shoulders and place a
stick in His hand for a scepter. They still need a crown to
make their travesty complete. Flexible branches covered
with long thorns (commonly used in bundles for firewood)
are plaited into the shape of a crown and this is pressed into
His scalp. Again there is copious bleeding, the scalp being
one of the most vascular areas of the body.

After mocking Him and striking Him across the face, the
soldiers take the stick from His hand and strike Him across
the head, driving the thorns deeper into His scalp. Finally,
they tire of their sadistic sport and the robe is torn from His
back. Already having adhered to the clots of blood and
serum in the wounds, its removal causes excruciating pain
just as in the careless removal of a surgical bandage, and
almost as though He were again being whipped, the wounds
once more begin to bleed.

In deference to Jewish custom, the Romans return His
garments. The heavy patibulum of the cross is tied across
His shoulders, and the procession of the condemned Christ,
two thieves, and the execution detail of Roman soldiers
headed by a centurion begins its slow journey along the Via
Dolorosa. In spite of His efforts to walk erect, the weight of
the heavy wooden beam, together with the shock produced
by copious blood loss, is too much. He stumbles and falls.
The rough wood of the beam gouges into the lacerated skin
and muscles of the shoulders. He tries to rise, but human
muscles have been pushed beyond their endurance.
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The centurion, anxious to get on with the crucifixion, selects
a stalwart North African onlooker, Simon of Cyrene, to
carry the cross. Jesus follows, still bleeding and sweating the
cold, clammy sweat of shock, until the 650-yard journey
from the fortress Antonia to Golgotha is finally completed.

Jesus is offered wine mixed with myrrh, a mild analgesic
mixture. He refuses to drink. Simon is ordered to place the
patibulum on the ground and Jesus is quickly thrown
backward with His shoulders against the wood. The
legionnaire feels for the depression at the front of the wrist.
He drives a heavy, square, wrought-iron nail through the
wrist and deep into the wood. Quickly, he moves to the other
side and repeats the action being careful not to pull the arms
too tightly, but to allow some flexion and movement. The
patibulum is then lifted in place at the top of the stipes and
the titulus reading "Jesus of Nazareth, King of the Jews" is
nailed in place.

The left foot is now pressed backward against the right foot,
and with both feet extended, toes down, a nail is driven
through the arch of each, leaving the knees moderately
flexed. The Victim is now crucified. As He slowly sags
down with more weight on the nails in the wrists
excruciating pain shoots along the fingers and up the arms
to explode in the brain -- the nails in the wrists are putting
pressure on the median nerves. As He pushes Himself
upward to avoid this stretching torment, He places His full
weight on the nail through His feet. Again there is the
searing agony of the nail tearing through the nerves between
the metatarsal bones of the feet.

At this point, as the arms fatigue, great waves of cramps
sweep over the muscles, knotting them in deep, relentless,
throbbing pain. With these cramps comes the inability to
push Himself upward. Hanging by his arms, the pectoral
muscles are paralyzed and the intercostal muscles are unable
to act. Air can be drawn into the lungs, but cannot be
exhaled. Jesus fights to raise Himself in order to get even
one short breath. Finally, carbon dioxide builds up in the
lungs and in the blood stream and the cramps partially
subside. Spasmodically, he is able to push Himself upward
to exhale and bring in the life-giving oxygen. It was
undoubtedly during these periods that He uttered the seven
short sentences recorded:

The first, "Father, forgive them for they know not what they
do."

The second, to the penitent thief, *Today thou shalt be with
me in Paradise."

The third, looking down at the terrified, grief-stricken
adolescent John -- the beloved Apostle -- he said, "Behold
thy mother.” Then, looking to His mother Mary, "Woman
behold thy son."
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The fourth cry is from the beginning of the 22nd Psalm, "My
God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?"

Hours of limitless pain, cycles of twisting, joint-rending
cramps, intermittent partial asphyxiation, searing pain
where tissue is torn from His lacerated back. He moves up
and down against the rough timber enduring hours of
limitless pain, cycles of twisting, joint-rending cramps,
intermittent partial asp. Then another agony begins: a
terrible crushing pain deep in the chest as the pericardium
slowly fills with serum and begins to compress the heart.

One remembers again the 22nd Psalm, the 14th verse: "l am
poured out like water, and all my bones are out of joint; my
heart is like wax; it is melted in the midst of my bowels."

It is now almost over. The loss of tissue fluids has reached a
critical level; the compressed heart is struggling to pump
heavy, thick, sluggish blood into the tissue; the tortured
lungs are making a frantic effort to gasp in small gulps of
air. The markedly dehydrated tissues send their flood of
stimuli to the brain.

Jesus gasps His fifth cry, "I thirst."

One remembers another verse from the prophetic 22nd
Psalm: "My strength is dried up like a potsherd; and my
tongue cleaveth to my jaws; and thou hast brought me into
the dust of death.”

A sponge soaked in posca, the cheap, sour wine which is the
staple drink of the Roman legionaries, is lifted to His lips.
He apparently doesn't take any of the liquid. The body of
Jesus is now in extremes, and He can feel the chill of death
creeping through His tissues. This realization brings out His
sixth words "It is finished."

His mission of atonement is now complete. Finally He
chooses to die. With one last surge of strength, he once again
presses His torn feet against the nail, straightens His legs,
takes a deeper breath, and utters His seventh and last cry,
"Father! Into thy hands | commit my spirit.”

The rest you know. In order that the Sabbath not be
profaned, the Jews asked that the condemned men be
dispatched and removed from the crosses. The common
method of ending a crucifixion was by crurifracture, the
breaking of the bones of the legs. This prevented the victim
from pushing himself upward; thus the tension could not be
relieved from the muscles of the chest and rapid suffocation
occurred. The legs of the two thieves were broken, but when
the soldiers came to Jesus they saw that this was
unnecessary.

Apparently to make doubly sure of death, the legionnaire
drove his lance through the fifth interspace between the ribs,
upward through the pericardium and into the heart. The 34th
verse of the 19th chapter of the Gospel according to St. John
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reports: "And immediately there came out blood and water."
That is, there was an escape of water fluid from the sac
surrounding the heart, giving postmortem evidence that Our
Lord died not the usual crucifixion death by suffocation, but
of heart failure (a broken heart) due to shock and
constriction of the heart by fluid in the pericardium.

Thus we have had our glimpse -- including the medical
evidence -- of that epitome of evil which man has exhibited
toward Man and toward God. It has been a terrible sight,
and more than enough to leave us despondent and
depressed. How grateful we can be that we have the great

sequel in the infinite mercy of God toward man. Adapted
from — “A Physician Testifies About the Crucifixion, Dr. C. Truman
Davis, konnections.com/Kcundick/crucifix.html”

David foretold it this way “My God, my God, why have you
forsaken me? Why are you so far from saving me, so far
from the words of my groaning? ... But | am a worm and
not a man, scorned by men and despised by the people. All
who see me mock me; they hurl insults, shaking their heads:
He trusts in the LORD; let the LORD rescue him. Let him
deliver him, since he delights in him. ... | am poured out
like water, and all my bones are out of joint. My heart has
turned to wax; it has melted away within me. My strength is
dried up like a potsherd, and my tongue sticks to the roof of
my mouth; you lay me in the dust of death. Dogs have
surrounded me; a band of evil men has encircled me, they
have pierced my hands and my feet. | can count all my
bones; people stare and gloat over me. They divide my
garments among them and cast lots for my clothing. ... All
the ends of the earth will remember and turn to the LORD,
and all the families of the nations will bow down before him,
for dominion belongs to the LORD and he rules over the
nations. All the rich of the earth will feast and worship; all
who go down to the dust will kneel before him — those who
cannot keep themselves alive. Posterity will serve him;
future generations will be told about the Lord. They will
proclaim his righteousness to a people yet unborn — for he
has done it.” (Psalm 22:1-8; 14-18; 27-31)

The Cross is the Center

It was a Friday morning about 9:00 that it began. It would
be over by 3:00 that afternoon. What can you do in six
hours? In our modern, high-tech world, you can send e-mail
all over the world and you can get an automobile and travel
300 miles or more. You can hop on an airplane and go from
one end of the country to the other. There's a lot you can do
in six hours. But that day was over 2,000 years ago.
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What did the people do in those six hours? Probably like any
other day, a farmer got up and began to plow his field
because it was spring and it was about time to plant. A
housewife I'm sure got up and began to be busy with her
daily house chores. A merchant opened up his shop, and he
did a brisk day's business for six hours, getting ready for the
Sabbath and for the Passover weekend. You can do a lot in
six hours. But all that was done in Jerusalem during that six
hour, and for that matter all that was done all over the world
in all the days combined, paled in comparison to what was
being done on a hill called, "Calvary." A man was being
crucified, a very special man nailed to a Roman cross. His
was on one of three crosses erected that day, the middle one.

A visitor who happened to come to Jerusalem that day might
have seen the crosses, shook his head and thought, "Oh, one
of those sad but necessary executions in order to keep the
peace and to keep justice." The Roman soldiers assigned to
the task knew little of this mysterious young carpenter who
refused to beg or whine or complain. They had no idea that
this one that practically laid himself down on that cross
could be anything other than just a Nazarene.

Oh, but some strange things began to happen. First, there
was the darkness, a blackness darker than an eclipse. The
sky had an eerie, hellish gloom. It's as if God, the Father,
had turned his back on the earth, maybe even to shed a tear.
Then there was the earthquake that Matthew tells us about.
A mysterious rumble from the very womb of the earth
caused the rocks to split. Prisoners of the grave were
released from death’s cold grip. Reports spread all the way
around Jerusalem of the bodies that had been entombed
actually walking down the streets; no doubt loved ones saw
and talked with them.

The curtain, that massive veil in the temple that separated
the holy place from "the Holy of Holies," would be torn
apart. The place where only once a year as the High Priest
would take in the blood from an unblemished lamb to
sprinkle upon the mercy seat to make atonement, a sacrifice
for all the people. That curtain was 40 feet high and it
weighed several tons. But during those six hours, somebody,
something, somehow tore that massive curtain from top to
bottom as if two great hands ripped it apart. As if the great
God of the universe was saying, the high priest has entered
the Holy of Holies for the last time, the final Day of
Atonement. He'll never have to go in there again.

Well, this was no ordinary Friday. Jerusalem was captured
in the throes of the mystery that she couldn't understand.
People were beginning to wonder as they saw some things
and as they heard other things. Could it be? Could it be? No!
It couldn't be. That Nazarene man might be something other
than just a man, something more than just a carpenter who
lived in Nazareth, maybe even something more than a

about the Crucifixion, Dr. C. Truman Davis,
konnections.com/Kcundick/crucifix.html»
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prophet. You can almost hear the entire thought process of
an entire community. In fact, they buzzed about it for days
and days and days.

Do you remember Pentecost? Do you remember how 3,000
people were baptized on one day? Have you ever wondered
how 3,000 people were baptized on one day? It wasn't just
the power of one sermon. You see what had happened in
Jerusalem that day was all that everybody talked about for
seven weeks. What did all those mysterious things mean?
Then Peter on that Pentecost Day, inspired by the Spirit,
unsealed it. He said, "That was the Son of God on that
cross.” That's why it happened.

Have you ever stopped to consider how central it is to human
history? All of time is measured by it. All of this book, the
Bible, is its story. All the Old Testament history points to it,
a type of things to come. Now type is a person, place, or
thing in the Hebrew religion that foreshadows or anticipates
a person, place or thing in the New Covenant. In other
words, it was a symbol back there that foreshadows or
anticipates something here. Frankly, the Old Testament is
filled with beautiful types. When you take the time to see
and understand them, it helps you to piece together God's
magnificent providence and you can see that the story is the
same all the way through history, pointing to the very same
conclusion.

The most beautiful types in the Old Testament are those that
foreshadow the cross. Do you remember the first Passover?
As the blackness of the plague of the death of the firstborn
crept across Egypt, it surely foreshadowed the blackness at
midday on that Friday just as a Lamb was slain in each of
those Hebrew homes that night so the death angel would
pass over, leaving that family unharmed. It set the stage for
the time that the real Lamb, the Lamb of God, would be slain
allowing death to pass over humanity again.

Or how about that Ark of the Covenant, the mysterious Ark
of the Covenant introduced to us in Exodus 25 on Mount
Sinai? Do you remember the name of the covering of the
Ark of the Covenant? It was called, "The Mercy Seat." On
that "Mercy Seat" once a year, the high priest would come
into the Holy of Holies with the blood from an unblemished
lamb and sprinkle drops of blood on the Mercy Seat so that
sin would be taken away. But it was at the cross where the
real mercy seat was established and where the blood of the
perfect sacrifice wasn't just sprinkled, but flowed that would
take away all sin for all time.

Or how about when the Israelites had been grumbling and
complaining and sinning again and God threw them in the
midst of venomous snakes and they were being bitten and
being killed. Then Moses, after praying fashioned a bronze
serpent, put it on a pole and lifted it up. Their cure from
certain death was free and available to all. But they had to
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take some action on their on. They had to look upon it to
live. But in doing so they did not earn the cure for it was free
to all. By looking upon the bronze serpent they did not work
but they did take action in order to live. (Numbers 21) Jesus
said in John 3, just like that bronze serpent, "If | be lifted up,
I'll draw all men to myself." | could give you two dozen
others, but the Old Testament is like a huge sign with an
arrow saying, "This way to the cross. This way to the cross."

Then when Jesus came, he lived for it. He lived for the
Cross.

From his earliest days, the cross cast its shadow ahead of
him. From the very day that he came into this world in
Bethlehem where there was no room in the inn. It was saying
right then, "There's no room for you in this world. You'll not
find a place to stay here. You'll be rejected and even
crucified.”

The gospels record for us no less than a dozen different
accounts of Jesus foretelling his own death. | think about
Matthew 16 when he and the disciples were having a little R
& R (rest and relaxation) at Caesarea, Philippi. Jesus asked,
"Who do you think I am?" After they had given speculation,
street talk of what others were saying, Peter looked at him
and said, "You're the Christ, you're the Son of the Living
God." Jesus said, "Blessed are you Simon, son of Jonah, for
flesh and blood hasn't revealed this to you, but my Father in
heaven." Jesus knowing now that the men, who would carry
on what he was going to die for were beginning to
understand. Verse 21 says that, immediately, from that time
on, Jesus began to explain to his disciples, how he must go
to Jerusalem and suffer many things at the hands of the
Elders, Chief Priests, and teachers of The Law; that he must
be killed and on the third day, raised to life.

He said the same thing in Matthew 17, 20, 21. In Matthew
26 at that Last Supper, He told them again, "I'm about to be
killed." In those few hours after that in the Garden of
Gethsemane, He bowed on His face and asked if there were
any other way, He knew that it was for this destiny that He
was born. The cross was what Jesus came here for, and He
always knew it.

The entire New Testament reflects it. Paul said, “Jews
demand miraculous signs and Greeks look for wisdom, but
we preach Christ crucified: a stumbling block to Jews and
foolishness to Gentiles.” (1 Corinthians 1:22, 23) "For I
resolved to know nothing while I was with you except Jesus
Christ and him crucified." (1 Corinthians 2:2) “May I never
boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ.”
(Galatians 6:14) Do you see those three statements? Paul
said, "All I know is Christ crucified." Then he said "All |
preach is Christ crucified.” (1 Corinthians 1:23) "All I boast
about is the cross of Christ, Jesus crucified.” (Galatians
6:14) "For me to live is Christ, and to die would be gain"
because he was crucified. (Philippians 1:21)
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Folks, you go through the Bible, the New Testament, every
sermon preached by Paul or Peter you will see, every one of
them focused on the Crucifixion and Resurrection of Jesus.
So whether the Old Testament, the New Testament or the
whole Bible, the cross is central.

Years ago in the British Royal Navy in their great sailing
vessels would weave a blue thread right through the center
of the rope that would be used to hoist the main sail because
they wanted that rope to be distinguishable. If they needed
to hoist it in an emergency, to flee an enemy or to avoid a
storm, they looked for the rope with the blue thread right
through the middle of it. The cross should be like that. It's
always visible and always accessible. It's the main thing, not
just in this book, but in life itself. It should be at the very
center of everything that we do; the center of our lifestyle,
the center of our home life, the center of our work life and
our school life. If we ever take Jesus and his cross out of the
center, we lose everything.

Have you ever seen signs on posts that stated, "Power Cable
Buried Here?" That's what the sayings of the cross are. You
come to one of those sayings, you dig down and there is
power there—a whole source of power in our lives if we will
just take time to understand it. Jesus’ final words were “It is
finished.” (John 19:30) What's finished? The divine plan for
redeeming all of humankind is finished. Man's fear of death
is finished. The power of guilt is finished. The uncertainty
of tomorrow is finished.

The following lessons in this series will focus on seven
incredible statements that the Son of God made while in
human form. I don't know about you, but to me, nothing was
more amazing in the whole spectrum of that divine drama
that we call the cross than those seven sayings Jesus made.
What would you say if you were on your way to be
executed? If it were going to be a slow torturous punishment
like Jesus received, what would you dare say while you were
hanging on the cross?

Jesus carefully chose the words that he would utter on that
cross. They were not random phrases just uttered by some
pained martyr. They were intentional statements from God
himself to let us have some clues about the unfathomable
depth of meaning of that cross on which he hung.

1. Eather, forgive them for they know not what they
do. (Luke 23:34)
Those are the words of forgiveness. To that immediate
audience, but extended far beyond them.

2. Today you shall be with me in paradise. (Luke 23:42,
43)

Jesus turned to the thief and said words of acceptance
to a common criminal, the last person in the world you
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would think ought to be in paradise that day. A person,
who unlike Jesus, was there for crimes he had done.

3. Dear woman, here is your son, and to the disciple
(John), Here is your mother. (John 19:25)
Words of comfort, even amidst his agony, the beautiful
words of comfort.

4. My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?
(Matthew 27:46)
What do those words mean? Words of separation, a
horrible separation but a separation that had to occur if
we are going to live forever.

5. 1thirst (John 19:28)
The words of humanity showing us that Jesus was not
some type of freak, he was just like you and me. He
hurt, he thirsted, he hungered and he understood our
pain.

6. Itis finished. (John 19:30)
The words of victory. The greatest words ever uttered.

7. Into thy hands | commit My spirit ( Luke 42:36)
The great words of ultimate surrender.

The cross is at the heart of our faith. It is the central part of
what we stand for. It is the only reason that we can gather
as a community of faith.

I ran across a modern parable this week that I'm afraid
reveals the status of too many individuals, and for that
matter, too many churches. The parable talks about a church
that erected a brand-new building. They made it awfully
nice and behind the pulpit area they erected a sign that said,
"We preach Christ crucified." Then down in the lower
corner they put a small potted plant, one of these creeping
vines that would kind of go up the wall for decoration. As
time passed, the vine began to grow and as it grew the
congregation began to mellow. After a while it covered that
last word "crucified." The readable part of the sign displayed
only, "We preach Christ" sure enough not so much the cross
just the nice socially-oriented Jesus who showed
compassion on all needs. But the vine kept growing and the
congregation kept mellowing and after a while, only the
words, "We preach," showed. Eventually they had just
forgotten about Christ. The whole idea was a human gospel,
a human religion responding to human needs, searching for
any answer, but not a cross. Finally the vine continued to
grow until all that was left was the word, "We." | pray to
God that in our life, we still proclaim Christ crucified.
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If you're wondering how much the cross is at the center of
your very being, answer these three questions in your heart
today.

1. Does the cross bring you to your knees in
thankfulness? Do you fall prostrate before that and thank
God for the very fact that the gates of heaven are open
because of it?

2. Does the cross free you from guilt? Or are you
carrying around a sack load of it; not laying that guilt at the
cross to do the work that it was designed to do?

3. Does the cross cause you to surrender daily to God?
— Are you_dying on your own cross and letting Christ live
in you?

If you can't answer those three questions today as well as
you would like to, | hope and pray that by the time we

finish this series, your life has changed. Amazing Grace Lesson
#1250 Steve Flatt - February 18, 1996

Father, Forgive Them

The cross had been erected, the flesh had been torn, hanging
by spikes in his hands, and Jesus labored for every breath.
There wasn't a muscle in his body that wasn't burning. His
eyes stung from the mixture of blood and sweat. All those
who he had been teaching for three years were gone; only a
handful of friends stood there at the foot of the cross. Oh,
but the taunters and the revilers, they were there; they were
shouting out "Come on down, King of the Jews. Ha! Some
Savior! He saved others, why can't he save himself?"
Through blurred eyes, Jesus looked down upon that
murmuring rabble; and let his eyes drift heavenward and he
uttered the short prayer; "Father, please forgive them, for
they don't know what they're doing."

Tell me, from where does that kind of love come from? Can
you explain to me the origin of that source of forgiveness?
Contrast that to us. We lose our cool when somebody cuts
us off in traffic or bumps into our grocery cart or when the
kids aren't ready on time. Look at Jesus. "Father, forgive
them, for they know not what they do."

Who would have criticized Jesus if he had one little word of
concern for himself? Maybe saying, "I'm innocent, what
about my rights?" Or even a word of criticism, "Surely,
you'll be sorry” would have been appropriate. No, when his
pain was most severe and when he stood on the brink of
being separated for the first time in all eternity from his
Father, about whom was he thinking? He was thinking of
the sins of the people who had put the six-inch spikes
through his hands and who had spit on his face.

Y16¢ 100 B0 gV MTOV G€ avOp®OTIVY Lopen. Aev EEpm Yo
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dNAmdcelg amod Tov 1010 Tov Oed Y10 VoL Lo APTGEL VOL EYOVE
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1. IMatépa, GUYYDPESE TOVE YTl OEV EEPOVV TL KAVOULV.
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Avtd gtvar o A0yl TNG GUYYMPESTS. X€ AVTO TO
Gueco Koo, aAAG EKTEIVETOL TOAD TEPO ATTO AVT.

2. Xfuepa Ba gloon pali pov otov Tapddeico.(Aovkdg

23:42,43)
0O Incotg yopioe 6Tov KAEQTN KoL €ite MOy 0TOd0YNG
o€ évay Koo gykAnpartia, Tov televtaio avOpwmo
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TOV TOVO LOG.
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Ta peydia Adylo. TG amOAVTNG TOPASOoTC.




Tell me, what kind of love is that? Where does it come from?
What kind of marriage would you have if you had that kind
of love that was totally consumed by the needs and the
desires of someone else ahead of your own? What kind of
Christians would we be if we had that kind of love for one
another? We get so upset by the trivial, but by contrast,
Jesus, during the most painful, unfair and unjust death
imaginable prayed, "Father, forgive them, for they don't
know what they're doing." That short, but poignant prayer is
recorded for us in Luke 23:34. It is the first of seven
statements recorded from the lips of Jesus while he hung on
that cross.

These seven statements are more than just seven statements.
They are like the tab or the index pages on a huge notebook,
just a word or two, but behind it there is a volume of
information waiting to be understood. These sayings on the
cross are like the sign that states, "Power Cable Buried
Here." If you could dig down just a little bit, you would find
this unimaginable source of power waiting for your life.
These statements from the cross summarize who Jesus is. If
you can understand them fully, you'll understand the
capsulated summary of everything he said and everything he
did.

The most basic statement the cross makes is Forgiveness,
"Father, forgive them, for they don't know what they're
doing." Yes, he was praying for those who put the spikes in
his hand and who led the illegal trial, but he was praying just
as much for those the Hebrew letter said would crucify him
afresh.

| heard a story of two fellows who were on a boat out in the
ocean and the boat went down, but they managed to work
their way onto a life raft and they floated for a few hours
before being picked up by the coast guard. One of the two
fellows on that life raft was tremendously grateful. He was
just showering the captain of the boat with praise, and he
shook hands with every crew member. He said, "Thank you,
thank you, thank you." The other fellow was kind of quiet.
He said, "Well, you know Tom, don't make such a big deal
out of it." When they got to the shore, the news reporter was
there and he interviewed that first fellow and he was crying
with tears of gratitude. The other fellow didn't want to be
interviewed. The newsman looked at the first fellow and
said, "What's with your buddy?" And he said, "Well, to tell
you the truth, he thinks he could have got out on his own."

It's interesting isn't it, when you think you can get out on
your own and you're not really rescued? | think the very first
mark of a genuine Christian, a true convert to Christ, is one
who knows he was a "goner," one who talks and behaves in
a manner that says, "I was on my way down, | was holding
up the third finger, and | was about to drown in my sin. Jesus
Christ saved me."

O otavpdg Ppioketarl otnv Kapdd ¢ miotng poc. Etvat to
KEVIPIKO PEPog ovtov ov mpecPevove. Eivorl o povog
AGYOG TTOL UTOPOVLE VO GLYKEVTPMOOVUE MG KOVOTNTO
oG,

Xuvavinoo po cOyypovn mopaBoAr] avti v efdopdda
OV (POPApLaL OTL ATOKUADTTEL TV KATAGTACT) AP TOAADV
ATOUMV Kal, Yo VT, TAPa TOAAES ekkAncieg. H mapafoin
HiAdeL Yo o eKkAncion Tov aviyelpe évo olokaivovupylo
ktipto. To éxavav Tpouepd wpaio kot Ticm amd Tov Aupova
éotnoav pia Tapméda Tov &ypage «Knpovtrovpe tov Xpiotod
GTOVPMUEVOY. LT GUVEXELN, KATWO TNV KAT® Yovia Efaiay
éva pikpod @uTO o YAAoTpa, éva amd aLTA TO £PTOVTO
KMpata mov Ba avéfaivav KOTOG OGTOV  TOLXO Yo
dwkoounor. Kabaog tepvovce o kopdc, 1o auméit dpyloe
Vo LEYOADVEL KOl KAODG PeYAAmVE TO EKKANGIOCLO ApYLoE
va opiudlel. Metd and Alyo kdivye v televtaio AEEn
«oTOVpOUEVOC». To uavAyVOoTO WEPOC TNG MIvVOKISog
gpeoavifotav povo, "Knpodrtroope tov Xp1otd" ciyovpa Oyt
1660 0 otowpdg  HOVO 0  ®POiog  KOW®VIKA
TPOCAVATOAGHEVOG INGodg mov £de1&e GuUTOVIA Yio. OAEG
TIG avaykes. AAAG T0 auméAl cuvéE (e Vo LEYOADVEL KOl 1)
eKKAncia cuvéyloe va peAmvel kKot Petd amd Alyo edvnkoy
puévo ot Aé€eig «Knpottoopeyn. Tehd polg eiyav Eeydoet
tov Xp1otd. H 0An 10éa rav éva avBpdmivo evaryyEéAto, (Lo
avOpmmvn Bpnokeio TOL AVTOTOKPIVETOL GTIC OVOPAOTIVES
avaykes, ovalnT®VTOG OTOONTOTE OmMAVINGY, OAAL OxL
évav otavpo. Telikd 10 ouUTEAL GUVENICE VO, LEYOADVEL
uéyxpt mov 10 povo mov Euewve Mrav M AEEN «Epeion.
IIpocevyopo otov Bed ot oM pog va KnpHGCOVUE TOV
Xp1otd 6TaVpOUEVO.

Av avopoTiéote TOG0 0 6TaVPOS PPICKETAL GTO KEVIPO TG
idlg g VmOpENG COC, OMAVTNOTE OF OUTEG TIC TPELS
EPMTNCELS TNV KAPALH GOG GTIUEPO.

1. Xg yovartilel o otawpds o€ EVOEIEN EVYVOUOGOVIG;
[Té€ptelg mpookLVNUEVOG UTPOGTA GE AVTO Ko EVYOPLOTEIG
Tov Ogd Y1 TO YEYOVOS OTL O1 TOAES TOL OVPAVOL Etvat
avoytés e€antiag avtov;

2. O otowpdg o amorrdccel and Tig evoyéc; H kovPaidte
YOP® 60o¢ Eva EOPTIo GaKoL 0o avtd? dgv Paletl avth TV
€VOYN OTO GTAVPO Y10 VA, KAVEL TO £pY0 TTOL Elye oyedlaoTel
VoL KAVEL,

3. O otawpdg og Kdvel vo Topadivecal kabnueptvé otov
®ed; — [ebaivelg 6TOV d1KO GOV GTAVPO KoL APNVELG TOV
Xptotod va {foet péoa Gov;

Edv dev umopeite va amavtioeTe 68 QUTEG TIG TPELS
£pMTNOELS oNUEPa 660 KaAd Oa Oéhate, eAmilo Kot
TPOGEVYOLLOL LEXPL VO TEAEUDGOVLE TN TN GEWPA, 1) (o1




What's sad is, across this land and across the world there are
hundreds of thousands of folks sitting in pews, smug and
proud. They wouldn't say it out loud, but down deep they're
thinking, "I'm doing pretty good on my own. I'm paddling
that boat right well." They look around at all the other folks
who aren't sitting in those pews thinking, "I'm a pretty good
guy, never killed anybody, never could hit anybody, | don't
curse, | don't smoke, | don't chew, | don't run with those who
do." They're kind of just proud of how well they're paddling
their boat on their own.

I can ask two questions to anybody and learn a whole lot
about their theology, learn a whole lot about what they think
about Jesus and about all spiritual things.

1. "Are you going to heaven?" They'll either say,

"Yes, no, or somewhere in the middle—not sure,
hope so, don't know," that type thing. You can find
out a lot.

2. Tothose who answer yes, "how are you going to get
there?" What I've found over 50 percent of the time
when I've asked that question, the number one
response is: "Well, I've been about as good as most
people I know." You know what they're saying: "I'm
paddling that boat hard." Contrast that to the
Apostle Paul who said | am the chief of sinners. 0
wretched man that | am, who will deliver me from
this body of death."

Paul said that because he understood forgiveness. It's been
said about Paul that he only understood two things: He
knew that he was lost, and he knew that he was saved.
When you read his epistles, his understanding comes
through every single line. That's what every genuine
Christian knows, he or she knows they were lost, they were
desperate and all of a sudden someone threw them a
lifeline.

Consider this simple prayer that Jesus uttered, "Father,
forgive them, for they know what they do." What does that
forgiveness entail? How does it apply to you and me?
What are its characteristics?

1. Forgiveness that Jesus offered and prayed for on the
Cross is given.

"For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal
life in Christ Jesus our Lord." (Romans 6:23) Did you hear
the contrast there? "For the wages," that's the salary, “is
death,” that’s the payment of sin "but the gift of God is
eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord." The first thing we need
to remember about the forgiveness that Jesus offered on the
cross and still offers from heaven's throne room is that it's
something that we don't earn. His grace, his forgiveness is a
gift.
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Let me illustrate that and show you why that's important.
Think right now and exclude salvation, the cross or things
we consider spiritual, vertically given, what's the most
precious earthly gift that you have right now? What is that?
Some of you might say it's a newborn child, that's the most
precious gift. Some of you would say healthy family, that's
the most precious gift. Excluding salvation, the love of my
wife is the greatest gift | have. But if | were to say, "You
know honey, you've loved me now for 17 years and | really
appreciate that. I want to pay you for that love. | wish | had
more cash on hand, but | have about $1,700. | could give
you about $100 a year for all the love you've given me up
unto this point. Let me give you $1,700. We're going to work
it into our budget right now. I'm going to pay you another
$25 a month from here on out for the love that you're giving
me. Now what do you think she would do?

Well, first of all, she would think it's a joke. | mean she'd
laugh, "What are you doing—come on?" Then if | pressed
the issue and said, "No, no, this is what I really want to do.
| want to pay you for that gift." She would look at me like
I'm absolutely absurd. Folks, that is absurd because a gift is
not something you can buy. It's not something you can earn.
If you can, it's not a gift; it becomes a salary, a wage.

Read Romans 6:23 again, "For the wages..." the salary is
attached to sin, it is death, "but the gift of God is eternal life
through Jesus Christ." I'm amazed at how many millions of
people reverse those two. They think that the lostness they
have, the spiritual death they are going to die, is just a bad
break or just the fickle, capriciousness of a funny God and
that the salvation they're going to have, they're earning day
by day because of how good they are. They've got it exactly
reversed. The thing we're earning is hell through every sin
we commit. The gift is forgiveness.

What do you do when you receive a gift? You say, "Thank
you" and you act in gratitude. The bigger the gift, the longer
and the more you act in gratitude. By attempting to pay for
a gift:

a. You insult the giver. God is insulted if we try to pay for
the gift of forgiveness because we're reducing him to a
hireling. We reduce him to a sales clerk. We prostitute
him by trying to barter love, and God will not be reduced
to that. He reacts strongly to that and he always has. In
fact, that's what angered Jesus so much about the
Pharisees. They thought they were paying for their
salvation. They were earning it. Some people think that
today.

There is a world of difference between attainment and
atonement. Attainment is something you work to
achieve. Atonement is something that is given to you.
The word atonement means to pay a debt that one is
unable to pay for himself. Jesus offered the atonement.
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God, the Son, knows we cannot get out of our own
mess. So, he offered himself as a sacrifice and on that
cross he pleads: "Father, forgive them, for they know
not what they do."

Oh, but the human spirit, it just wants to be saved by
attainment. Do you know why? Because we live in asin-
stained world that doesn't operate by atonement, it
operates by attainment. We know the answers to these
old slogans though, "There ain't no such thing as a free
what? Lunch?" and "Look out for number one!" Sure,
we all know those, that's the way the world operates, so
we want to save ourselves by our own good works. The
question | ask anybody who has that philosophy is how
many good works does it take then to be saved? What's
the quota? What's the standard? You insult the giver
when you try to pay for the gift.

b. You create a business relationship. If you say, "Here,
you give me this, I'll give you that." That's an exchange,
a swap, a trade, a business transaction. When you try to
pay back God's gift, you reduce a Father/Child
relationship to an employer/employee relationship, and
that is so short of what God wants.

Let me illustrate that. Each month | make a mortgage
payment to somebody in Chicago that I've never seen.
He or she has never seen me. Now do we have a
relationship? Yes. Does he care if I've got appendicitis?
Or if my marriage starts to get in trouble? No! All they
care about is getting their's. It's a relationship, but it's
shallow. It's just on paper. If | come to a contractual
agreement with God, "Now I'll do this, you provide me
with heaven," then I'm making a business relationship
with God. He wants to be my Father, not my employer.
He wants to love me and bathe me and forgive me like
a perfect dad. That's what he wants.

c. When you try to pay for a gift, it reveals your own
misunderstanding. You just don't have the concept.
Forgiveness is given.

2. Forgiveness that Jesus pleaded for and offered is
radical.

It is radical, extreme and extraordinary. The gift is a radical
substitution. "For God made him who had no sin to be sin
for our sakes, so that in him we might become the
righteousness of God." (2 Corinthians 5:21) That's my
favorite verse in the Bible because that tells what the cross
is all about. Who is the him in 2 Corinthians 5:21? You
know who it is. It's Jesus, right? Let's say it again putting
Jesus in for him. "For God made Jesus who had no sin to be
sin for our sakes, so that in Jesus we might become the
righteousness of God."

As an illustration let's say you are standing in Judgment one
day. God says "how many sins did you commit?" You reply
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with bowed head, "Oh not many. Lord." He says, "Well,
think real hard." "Well, there was that one time | didn't help
the lady across the street. Then there was another time, |
didn't honor my father and mother like I should. And I ...”
He said “Let's just look at the books." The book of your life
i opened, it is stained with sin. Everything you did or said
is recorded there, your good deeds as well as your sins. You
really do not want anyone looking at it. Suddenly Jesus
walks up and stands beside you clean and white as snow.
Remember, God made him who had no sin to be sin so that
in Him, we might become the righteousness of God. Do you
want to know Christian how you're going to look before the
Father on the Judgment day? Unless Jesus has cleansed you
by His Blood and has substituted his life for yours, it will be
ugly and not welcomed. If His Blood has cleansed you and
you remain in Him, Jesus will stand there holding all your
sins. It is a radical substitution.

3. The forgiveness is arranged.

It wasn't accidental or happenstance; it is part of an eternal
plan. When | was growing up, | heard this illustration used
a lot for the cross. Maybe you've heard it. The story is of a
fellow who operated a mechanical bridge that allowed trains
to go across the bridge, but would turn at certain times so
ships could pass by on the river below. One time the bridge
was turned, but all of a sudden word came and he could hear
a train coming. And he was going to need to move that
bridge back in line so that passenger could make it across
and not be destroyed. But the problem was that day he had
brought his little three-year-old son to work. The son had
gotten away from him and he looked for Junior and he was
down in the mechanism of the bridge, in the gears itself, the
little boy was playing on the gears and now with just
minutes, he didn’t have time to go down and get the boy and
still close the bridge. He had the choice of saving the train
and hundreds of passengers or throwing the switch and
crushing his son. Anguished by that decision, he threw the
switch. Our God gave His Son on the cross so all who would
come to him could be forgiven and saved.

Now that’s a powerful illustration, but there’s one main part
of it that’s not right at all. It’s inaccurate. See if you can
figure out where the inaccuracy is. ‘“Men of Israel, listen to
this, Jesus of Nazareth was a man accredited by God to you
by miracles, wonders and signs, which God did among you
through him, as you yourselves know. This man was handed
over to you by God’s set purpose and foreknowledge; and
you, with the help of wicked men, put him to death by
nailing him to the cross.”” (Acts 2:22-23)

What’s the fallacy of the illustration that [’ve heard all my
life? Here it is. The cross, unlike the engineer sitting up in
the plant, the cross was not a knee-jerk reaction by some
ecclesiastical engineer who saw the world spinning out of
control. The cross was part of the original blueprint. The
plan was in the works the minute that Eve’s teeth sank into
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eEapécovpie T coTNpia, 1) oyamn TG Yuvaikag Lov gival To
HEYOADTEPO OMPO TTOL Ex®. AALG av EAeya, "EEPELS aydm
LoV, pe ayamds topa dm Kot 17 xpovia Kot To EKTIL® TOAD.
O&A® Vo 6 TANPOC® Y100 AVTHY TNV ayamnr). Makdpt va giya
TEPIGGOTEPA LETPNTA 6TO YEPL, OAAG Exm mepimov 1.700 $ .
®a propovca va cag dwvow mepimov 100 § To ypdvo yro 6An
TNV ayOmn Tov Hov £XETE OMGEL UEYPL TOpa. Emtpéyte pov
va cag dmom 1.700 $. Oa ta Barovpe 6TOV TPOHTOAOYIGUO
pog avt T oTypn. Oo cog mAnpmo® dAla 25 $ o pva
oo €0M Kot TEPA Yo TNV aydmn mov pov divete. Tdpa Tt
mToTeLELG OTL B0 £KOVE;

Aowmov, mpoto am '0la, Oa voule 6tL glvan éva aoteio.
Evvom 611 Ba yehovoe, "Tr kavelg - éha;" Tote, av mieca to
0¢pa ko Edeya, "Oyt, 61, 0wTd OEA® TPAYLOTIKG VO KAV,
&\ va 6 TANPOC® Yo 0VTO TO ddPo." Ba pe Ko1tovoE
ooav va eipot gviehmg mopdroyn. Iodd, oavtd eivon
TaPALOYO YTl €vo SMPO deV Eival KATL TOV UTOPEITE VO
ayopdoete. Agv givol KTl TOL pmOpEic vo KEPSioES. Av
umopeic, dev gival ddpo. yiveror woeboc, picog.

Awpaote Eava o £da010 Popaiovg 6:23, «'a tov [ebo...»
0 poBog cuvodetan pe TV apaptio, elvar Bdvatog, «aAid To
dmpo tov g0l egivor 1 advie (oM péow tov Incov
Xpiotod». Eipor ékmAnktog pe 10 wOGO EKATOLUVPLO
dvBpomol avtiotpéeovv avtd Ta dvo. Nopilovv OTL 1
OTMOAELN TTOV EYOVV, O TVELUATIKOG BAVATOG OV TPOKELTOL
va webdvouv, glvarl amAdg €vo Kakd SIAAEUU 1 OTADS 1
EVUETAPANTT, 1WO1OTPOTN CLUTEPLPOPE VOGS aoTeion B0V
Kol 6T TN st pia Tov Ba Eyovv, Kepdilovv pépa pe T pépa
AOY® T0V TOG0 Kol givar. To &xovv aviioTpéyel axpimg.
Avto mov kepdilovue givar M kOAaon péco amd kdbe
apoptio Tov dtompdrrovpe. To ddpo givar n cuyymdpeon.

Tt kévete 6tav AapuPavete £va, dmPo; AETE «EVYAPIOTMY KOl
gvepyelte pe evyvopooivr. Oco peyalidtepo gtvor To ddpo,
TOG0 TEPLGGOTEPO KOL TOGO TEPIGGOTEPO gvePYelte e
guyvopoovvi. [lpocnadoviog vo mTAnpooete Yo £va, dmPo:

c. IlpoocfBdrreig tov dwpntn.O Bedc mpoofdiletor av
TpooTabovpe Vo TANPDOGOLUE Y TO dMPO  TNG
CLYYMPEONG EMEWN TOV Ueudvovpe o€ uicbwti. Tov
avayoope oe  moAnm. Tov  exkmopvevdovue
TPOooTaOVTOC VO AVTOAAAEOVE TNV aydmn, Kot 0 Bgdg
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the fruit. It was there before when Jesus came to this earth,
was born or crucified. The shadow of the cross came nearer
with every step he took.

Have you ever stopped to think that Jesus was the one who
put life into the seed that became the tree from which his
cross would be hewed? Jesus was the one who put the iron
ore in the earth from which the spikes would be smelted?
Jesus was the one who breathed life into the embryo that
would be named Judas in his mother's womb, who would
come out and betray him? (Colossians 1:15-16)

What was it like to plan your own execution? | don't know,
I don't have any idea, but it was not an accident. | know that
he knew from the beginning that the only way his bride
could be dressed in white and live forever in heaven was if
he himself would die for her sins. Folks, knowing that |
better understand why he could look down from that cross
having always known he was going to hang there and say:
"Father, forgive them, for they don't know what they're
doing." You see the love that offered that prayer came from
the throne room of heaven where love has its very origin.
The cross and the forgiveness were no accident. They were
arranged.

4. Forgiveness is continuous.

I'll tell you something interesting about this one sentence
prayer from Jesus: "Father, forgive them, for they don't
know what they're doing." The imperfect tense of the verb
is used, indicating a repeated action in the past tense. Well
in other words, more literally, the translation is Jesus kept
saying, "Father, forgive them, for they know not what they
do." Can you see that? | can see him muttering it all the way
through the six hours between each of the statements:
"Father, forgive them, for they don't know what they're
doing."

How appropriate because though his sacrifice was once and
for all, the forgiveness stemming from that cross is
perpetual. Hebrews 9:26 says, "If we walk Christians in the
light as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with
another, and the blood of Jesus cleanses us from all sin." (1
John 1:7) | love that word "all", don't you? A little bitty
word, but it means so much—cleanses us from all sin—all
our sin before we came to Christ in baptism, all our sins after
if we walk in the light.

Two verses later "If we confess our sins, he is faithful and
just and to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.” (1 John 1:9) Then two verses John says,
"My little children, | write these things to you so that you
will not sin. But if anyone does sin ... we have Jesus Christ,
the Righteous, as an advocate for our sins.” (1 John 2:1) |
want you to see as a Christian, if we are willing to walk in
the love and the will of Jesus, not in rebellion to his will, if
nurturing sin, trying to hide it in some closet away from
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God, but instead openly confessing our shortcomings and
mistakes, then we are forgiven continuously. We are being
washed daily so that we are clean and stay white. Then God
lets me in.

5. Forgiveness is exemplary, a pattern to be imitated.
Jesus empowers us to forgive others around us. "Be kind and
compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as
in Christ God forgave you." (Ephesians 4:32) The key to
living a forgiving life toward other people is the realization
of your own forgiveness stemming from that cross.
Forgiving people are forgiven people. There are no
exceptions.

The following acrostic may help you remember God’s gift
of His Grace.

G-iven

R-adical

A-rranged

C-ontinuous

E-xemplary

We accept that gift when we come to that cross. Scripture
tells us how. God doesn't make us climb mountains or run a
marathon. What he says to us is simply, | want you to put
your trust in Christ, come to that cross in faith, believe that
Jesus, God in the flesh, died on that cross for you, confess
this belief before men, die to your sins and be buried with
Him in water baptism at which time I, God, will give you a
new life free from sin having been washed clean by the

blood of Christ. Amazing Grace Lesson #1251 Steve Flatt February
25, 1996

The Power to Pardon

"Two other men, both criminals, were also led out with him
to be executed. When they came to the place called the
Skull, there they crucified him, along with the criminals—
one on his right, the other on his left. Jesus said, 'Father,
forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.'
And they divided up his clothes by casting lots. The people
stood watching and the rulers even sneered at him. They
said, 'He saved others; let him save himself if he is the Christ
of God, the Chosen One."' The soldiers also came up and
mocked him. They offered him wine vinegar and said, 'If
you are the king of the Jews, save yourself." There was a
written notice above him, which read: This is the King of the
Jews. One of the criminals who hung there, hurled insults at
him: 'Aren't you the Christ? Save yourself and us!" But the
other criminal rebuked him. 'Don't you fear God," he said,
'since you are under the same sentence? We are punished
justly, for we are getting what our deeds deserve. But this
man has done nothing wrong." Then he said, 'Jesus,
remember me when you come into your kingdom.' Jesus

emedn Aéetl Tt eivan o otowpoc. Tlowog sivar avtdc oto B
Kopwiovg 5:21; Eépeg molog eivail. Eivar o Incovg,
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elvar apaptio yo yopn pog, yu va yivoope otov Incov 1
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"Ag dovpue povo 1o Pipiia." To Pipirio g Long cov dvoite,
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Ba eivan doynpo ko oyt evpocdekto. Edv 1o Aipa Tov cag
€xel xobopioel ka1 mapapeivete o Avtoév, o Incovg Oa
otabel exel kpatmvtag OAeg TIc apaptieg cag. Eivor pia
PIKN LTOKATAGTOOT).

7. H cvyyopeon kavovileron.

Agv ftav toyoio M Tuyaio. eivol PEPOG €VOG OLDVIOL
oyediov. Otav peydhmva, diovca 0Tl auTy 1 ATEWKOVION
ypnowonoteitar woAd Yo tov otavpd. Towg t0 €yxete
axovoel. H 1otopia givarl evdg cuvadélpov mov yeipildtay
0L UNYOVIKT] YEQPULPO TTOV ETETPETE GTO TPEVA VO, TEPAGOVV
amod T YEQUPO, OAAG YOpIle O GULYKEKPIUEVEC GTIYUEC,
®ote T0 mAoia Vo TEpVOHV GTOV TTOTAUO 0mtd KATm. Mia
Qopa M yYépupa yopioe, aldd Eapvikd Npbe o AEEN kon
dxovoe évo tpévo va épyetal. Kou Oa ypewoldtav va
LETOKIVAGEL QLT TN YEPLPA TOW® GTY| YPOLUY], £TCL DGTE O
emPATNG vo LITOPESEL VO TEPAGEL KOAL VOL U1V KOTAGTPAPEL.
Ouwmg 10 mpdPAnpa nav exetvn v nuépa mov gixe PEpet
TOV WKPO Tpixpovo Y10 tov otn dovAeld. O ylog Tov giye
Eepouyel ko éyoée tov Tlobviop Kol MTOV KAT® GTOV
UNYOVICUO TNG YEQUPOG, oTa Ypavalia, To ayopakt Emoule
pe ta ypovallo Kot Tdpa pe Alyo Aemtd, dev mpoOAafe va
KaTEPEL VO TAPEL TO AYOPL KO VO KAEIGEL KOO T YEQVPOL.
Eiye v emioyn vo odoel 10 TPEVO Kol EKATOVTAOES
emPdreg 1 vo TETAEEL TOV SLOKOTTN Kol Vo, GLVOAyEL ToV
Y10 TOV. AVNGLYNHEVOS ald OVTH TNV aTdPacT, TETAEE TOV
drokomn. O Oedc pog édwoe Tov Y10 Tov 610 6Tawpo yia
va ouyx@pnBovv kot vo cwbobv 6rot 660t Ba Epbovv oe
avTov.

Topa avtd givon pio 1oyvpY| OTEKOVION, OALE VTTAPYEL EVaL
KOPL0 PEPOC TOL Tov Ogv givar kKaBorlov cwotd. Eivor




answered him, ‘I tell you the truth, today you will be with
me in paradise." (Luke 23:32)

As you look around the scene of the crucifixion, with which
of the characters do you most readily identify? As you look
into their faces is there anything that reminds you of
yourself? For some of you, that answer might be Peter. You
make statements and promises of loyalty, only to have them
fall short. You may be wrestling with guilt and frustration
asking yourself the question: Can God ever forgive me for
falling short again? Perhaps, you identify with Pilate. Think
about Pilate, the key word there is, "Almost," isn't it? He
"almost" released the Son of God. He "almost" did the right
thing. Maybe your life is wrapped up in the word, "Almost."
You "almost” became a Christian. You "almost" lived a
faithful life. You "almost” lived a disciplined existence.

Maybe you identify with Mary. | think there are a lot of
Marys, both male and female, faithful, loyal, true,
sometimes sad or sometimes confused. Or, perhaps
somebody identifies with John. You're there too, but you're
timid, you're quiet, you're afraid. Outside of this place,
there's really nobody who knows that you're Jesus' disciple.

As you look over the whole cast of characters around the
crucifixion, with whom do you identify. Amid all those
characters, | suggest to you that there is one with whom each
of us who are in Christ can identify. He's the focus of our
study. You're not going to like this, but all of us Christians
identify with the crucified crook. Like him, you hang on the
cross beside Jesus. Like him, you've looked in faith and
made the most unimaginable request possible. And like him,
you have received what Paul called the "indescribable gift"
of salvation.

What does the scene about the crucified thief tell us? What
does it show us? Just two basic things, but they are the two
most important lessons a human being could ever learn. The
immeasurable value of a person and the immeasurable
depth of God's love. It's a beautiful story, in many ways it's
amysterious story. For generations, the story of the crucified
crook has been a controversy for some about how one
accepts God's grace today, about how one becomes a
Christian. Folks, it's not recorded for that purpose. This
whole thing occurred before there were any Christians,
before God ever established his church. The reason the story
has made its way down through history is to show us as
graphically as any other page in Bible, those two powerful
lessons: The immeasurable value of a person and the
immeasurable depth of God's love.

Seven statements Jesus made on the cross summarized his
whole life and mission like tabs or an index page in a large
notebook. You turn and find a volume of material behind
each little tab.
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ywti dev &€pouv TL kbvouvy. BAémete m oaydmn mov
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CLYYDPESE TOVGS, Y1UTi OeV EEPOLV TL KAVOUVY.




1. The immeasurable value of a person.

We see Jesus treating that crucified crook the way he's been
treating people through his ministry all along. Those people
are helpless and look to him in faith. For example, he
displayed the same care and grace much earlier when he
came down from giving the Sermon on the Mount. Matthew
tells us in his gospel, chapter 8, that he was huddled around
a group of people talking when all of a sudden that group
scattered like roaches that had just seen a ray of light.
Somebody yells out at the top of their lungs, "Leper." Sure
enough there he was a huddled mass of humanity, a walking
wound, a festering sore, maybe no arm, maybe no nose. I'll
tell you for a fact, he had nothing, except for one final,
desperate prayer. The leper looked up and said, "Master, if
you would, you can make me clean."

See, that leper had exactly what the crucified thief had
nothing except a desperate prayer. Do you remember what
Jesus did to that leper? Jesus reached out and touched him.
He put his hands on one of those open, bleeding sores. Now
you've got to see Peter and John over in the bushes looking
out saying, "Oh no, Master, Master, don't, don't touch him!"
Why did he? Could Jesus not have healed the leper without
touching him? Sure he could. Why did he do it? He was
teaching us the immeasurable value of a person.

Folks, a human being has value because he or she is human.
Now the world doesn't buy that. The world teaches us that
we have value based upon how we look, what we can do or
what we've got in our bank account. Now you take those
things and mesh them together and you have the world's
value system. God says, "No, you're valuable just because
you are made in My very image, unique in all Creation.”

Jesus taught the same thing to the adulterous woman in John
8. Do you remember her story? She had no grounds on
which to stand. She had been caught in the act of adultery.
She had no defense. We'd say she was guilty as sin. But
when her eyes met the eyes of Jesus, she didn't see the hatred
and the bitterness that she had seen in those other eyes. She
looked at him with a plea in her eyes, and he spared her life.

On and on the stories go in the gospel, the Samaritan
woman, Zacchaeus up in that tree and the blind Bartimaeus.
So, it shouldn't surprise us when we see what happened to
this man who died beside the Christ. It's interesting that we
don't know much about this thief, do we? We don't know
his name, his home town, what he did for a living or what
he knew about Jesus. Some have speculated that he was a
patriot, one of those Jewish zealots who was trying to drive
the Roman army out of the land. To tell you the truth, |
doubt that. | doubt that because if that were true, surely
Luke would have told us. And if not Luke, some other
historian somewhere would have mentioned that.

[T6co xotdAAnAo ywoti av Ko 1 Bvcio Tov HTOV AL Yo
TAVTO, 1 CLYXOPEST TOV ANYALEL O QLTOV TOV GTAVPO
elvar aévan. To edapro EBpaiovg 9:26 Aéel, «Edv meprotdpe
ToVG XPLoTIOVOUG GTO QMG OTMG AVTOS GTO PG, £XOVUE
Kowmvia 0 &évag pe Tov AoV, kal to aipa Tov Incod pag
kaBapilel amd kdOe apaption. (1 lodvvn 1:7) Mov apéoel
avT N AEEN «Oha, Etat dev eivar; Atyn AéEn, oA onpuaivet
1660 ToALG—oG kabapilel amd kabe apoaptio—oOAn v
apoptio pog Tpv Epbovpe otov Xp1otd 610 PATTIoUN, OAEC
TIG QPLOPTIES LOG LETE OV TTEPTATI|GOVLE GTO PAG,.

Avo otiyolr apyotepa «EGv opoAioyoldue TIc apoptieg pag,
glvarl mMoTOC Kol diKOog Kot Yo Vo OGS GUYXWOPNOEL TIC
apoptiec pog Ko va pog kabapicel ond kdbe aducion. (1
lodvvn 1:9) 'Enetra, dvo edaoia lmavvne Aéet: «Ilondid pov,
G0G YPAP® OVTA TO TPAYLLOTO VIO VO UMV OUOPTHOETE. AALYL
ov KAmolog opapTioEL.. &govpe tov Incod Xpiotd, tov
Aikaro, ¢ cuviyopo yia Tig apoapties pocy. (1 Imdvvn 2:1)
O va deig og Xprotovo, av gipacte mpddvpol va
TEPTOTHGOVLE GTNV Aydmn Kot To OEANHa Tov Incov, va punv
EMOVOOTOTOVUE OTO OEANUA TOL, av TpEPOLUE apapTio,
TPOoTOOOVTOC VO TNV KPOWOLUE GE KATOW VTOLAGTO
pakpld and tov @gd, aALG 0VTL VO OLOAOYOVUE OVOLYTA TIC
eMetyelg kot ta AaOn pog, 10T GLYXOPOVUAGTE GLVEXDG.
[MAévovpe kabnuepwva vy va eipaote kabapol kot va
peivoope Aevkoi. Tote 0 Oedg pe aPNVEL VO UTT®.

5. H cvyy®peon givar vroderypatiky, £va Tpdtumo mpog
pipneon.O Incovg pag divel T dHVOUN VO GUYXWOPOVLLE TOVS
dALovg yopw pog. «Na gloTe KOAOL KOl GUUTOVETIKOL 0 £Vag
TPOG TOV GAAOV, GLYYOPDVTAG O €Vag TOV AAAOV, OGS €V
Xpiotd 0 Oedg coc cvyydpnoey. (Epeciovg 4:32) To khedi
yw va (Qoete wo (@ UE OLYXOPEST TPOC GAAOLG
avOpodmovg eivar 1M ovvewdnTtomoinon TG OKNG GOG
ouyyopeong mov mnydler amd avtév tov otavpd. Ot
GvOpmmol oV CLYY®POVV Eival cuYxwpeUEVol GvOpmToL.
Agv vrdpyovv e&aipéoels.

H mopoakdte axpootiyida pmopel vo coag Pondnocer va
BounBeite 1o ddpo tov Oeo? Yo ™ Xépn Tov.

Aedouévog

Pilixo

Awazetayuévo,

2oveyng

Hopaderyuartinog

Agybpoote autd 10 dDPO OTOV PTAVOLUE GE CQLTOV TOV
otavpo. H I'paen pog Aéel tog. O Oegdg dev pag kdvel va
okapeoimvovpe PBouva N va tpé€ovue papabavio. Avtod
OV o Aéet etvan amhd, 06hm vo eumiotevteite Tov Xp1oTo,
€\NdTE G€ QVTOV TOV GTAVPO UE TOTN, TOTEYTE OTL 0 INcovg,
0 &v copki Ogdg, TEOave 6€ aVTOV TOV GTAVPO Y10, EGAGC,
OUOAOYNOTE OLTH TNV TIOTN &vOToOV TV avlpdnwv,
nebdvete otovg avBpmmovg cag. apaptieg kol Bo Tapeite
pali Tov og Bantiopa oto vepd, ondte eym, 0 Bgdg, Ha Gag




No, I think we've got to face the fact that this man hanging
beside Jesus was just a crook. He was just a thief. In fact,
judging from the severity of his sentence, he was the worst
of the worst. He was a habitual criminal and to die on a
Roman cross for thievery, that really was pretty severe.
There is no telling how many other atrocities he may have
committed. Somebody says, "Well, if he were that bad, what
is it that Jesus is trying to teach us?"

2. The immeasurable depth of God's love

Let's let our minds wander back to that cross on that hill they
called "Golgotha," or the place of the skull. It was barren, it
looked like a skull. It was a place where many skulls had
fallen. Now imagine that you are in the crowd at the bottom
of the hill looking up at those three silhouetted crosses. You
go a little closer to see the face of the one that they call the
criminal, the one who would eventually ask for forgiveness.

As we look up at him, his face is gray, ashen, and weary
from no telling how much time he had been in jail and
prison. His eyes are sunken and desperation has destroyed
any sense of joy at all in his life. He has all but given up.
"Let's get it over with," he's thinking, "Let's just get it over
with." So he's hanging on that cross, and there are only a few
grains of sand in his hourglass left.

But then he looks over at this man who is crucified next to
him. The man in the middle, the man over whose head is
nailed a placard that says: The King of the Jews. We don't
know if this crook had ever seen Jesus before, maybe he had.
Maybe he had seen a miracle, maybe he had seen Jesus love
the unlovable, maybe he had seen our Lord treat the scum of
the earth like the salt of the earth, maybe he had heard one
of his teachings, or, maybe all he knew about Jesus was what
he was looking at right now, a crucified carpenter whose
lungs were gasping for air and whose skin was torn and
bleeding. But as he gazed at the man beside him, there was
something about this man that was riveting to this thief. Why
was this fellow so serene? Why was he so amazingly quiet
while everybody else is ridiculing? Why doesn’t he scream
out for pain like everybody else does who is on the cross?
Then something amazing began to happen.

This crook, this thief began to forget about himself. The
intensity of his pain is momentarily dulled, the sting of the
nails is momentarily forgotten and he finds himself unable
to take his eyes off this man. He senses an emotion that he
hasn't felt in "who knows when." He finds himself
concerned about the Messiah. He catches himself caring
about this man. A calloused crook, it's been so long since he
cared about anything. It feels strange, but the feeling is there.

There's an interruption. There's a foghorn-like voice that
breaks his train of thought. It comes from the other crook,
the fellow who's crucified on the other side. The voice is
bitter and it's ugly. You see, somebody else has also been

dow o véa {on amoAlaypévn and v opoptio, EYoVTag
mAvbel pe to aipa Tov Xp1otov.Katomhnktikéd uédnuo Grace
#1251 Steve Flatt 25 ®gBpovapiov 1996

H AOvapn yia Zuyxwpeon

"Moadli Tov odnynoav Kot Tovg dVo eykAnUaATies, yio va
ekteleotovy. Otav £ptacay 6tov 1010 Tov Aéyetan Kpavio,
ekel Tov otowpwoov poli pe Toug eykAnuatiec—Evag ot
de&d Tov kol o dAlog ota aplotepd Tov. Incolg eine,
«JTatépa, cvyydpecé Tovg, yroti dev EEpouv Tt kévouvy. Kat
poipacav o povyo Tov piyvoviag kARpo. O KOGUOC
OTEKOTAV KOlL Ol (PYOVIEG TOV KOPOWOELOV Kol elmav:
«AMLoVG Eé0mOE" 0G GAOGEL TOV EVTO TOV, OV eivat 0 Xp1otdg
Tov Oeov, 0 ExAexktogy. AvEPnKav Kol Ol OTPATIDOTES Kol
TOV KOPOIOELAY, TOL TTPOSPepaV EVAL KoL TOV glmov: «Av
gloar o Poaocthdg Tov lovdoinv, cdoe TOV €0VTO GOLY.
Ymipye o ypomt €00moinon ond mhveo Tov, 1 onoio
&ypoee: Avtog gival o Baotudg tov Efpaiov. ‘Evog amd
TOVG gYKANpatieg mov kpepodtay ekel, tov épiEe Ppioiés:
"Agv gloat 0 Xp1o1oc; Ldoe Tov eavTd cov Kot gpdc!" Opmg
0 GAlog eykAnuatiog tov emémAnée. «Agv oPdcal tov
®ed», gine, «apov Ppiokecatl KAt and TV 10l TPOTAOT);
Tpwpovpaocte dikoa, yroti taipvovpe avtd mov a&ilovv ot
TPAEELG paG. AALG avTdg 0 AvOpmTOg deV €xel KAvEL TimoTa
Kkaxo ». Tote gine: «Incov, Bopncov pe otav épbeig oto
Baciietd covy. O Incovg Tov andvinoe: «Zov Aéw aindeto,
onpepa Ba eicon poli pov otov mopdadeico» (Aovkdg 23:32).

Kabaog korralete yopm amd ) oknvi TG otadpOong, Ue
TOLOV OO TOVG YAPOKTNPEG TavTileoTe To evKoAa; Kabmg
KOUTAG T0 TPOGMTTA TOVE, VTAPYEL KATL TOL 6oV Bupiletl Tov
€016 oov; ['a Kdmolovg amd €0dG, 0VTN N AmAVTN O WITopEl
va etvar o [Tétpog. Kavete dnhdoelg kot vrooy£oelg miotg,
puévo Katl Hovo yo vo unv Tig kévete. Mmopel va TaAeveTe
LE TIG EVOYEC KOL TNV OTOYONTELGT] POTMOVTAS TOV E0VTO GOG
v epmtnon: Mnopei moté 0o ®edg va pe cuyxwpnoEL Tov
vrékvya Eavd; Towg tavtileote pe tov [Tddto. Tkeoreite
tov [Tihdto, n AEEN Khedi mov vapyet, "Zyeddv", £tol dev
glvar, «Zyedovy anerevfépwoe Tov Y10 T00 @0V, ‘Exave
«oxedovy 10 owotd. Tomg 1 {on cag etvar ToAypévn ot
AEEN, "Zyedov". «Zyedov» Eyveg YPLOTIOVOG. ZNOoWTE
«oyedovy wa. mot  (on. Znoate  «oyedovy  uid

nmefapynuévn vmapén.

Towg tavtileco pe ) Maipn. Nopilo 6t vépyovv ToAAEC

Mopieg, apoeEVIKEG Kol YOVOIKEG, TOTES, TIOTEG, OANOVES,
UEPIKES POPEG AVTINEVEG 1) LEPIKEG POPEC Pmepdepéves. 'H,
iomg kamotlog tavtiletar pe tov Tlov. Eloatl k1 €00 exetl,
aAAG delldlels, ioat novyog, eoPdoat. ‘EEm and avtod to
UEPOG, OEV VILAPYEL TPAYUOTIKA KOVElg ToL va EEpEL OTL it
uadntig Tov Incov.

Kabng xortdg 6A0 T0 KOOT TOV YOPOKTHPOV YOP® OO TN
GTOVP®ON, L€ TOWOVS T Tilecal. AVAUESH G OAOVG AVTOVG




looking at Jesus. This criminal has not been looking at our
Lord through the eyes of compassion and concern. He's been
looking through the cracked lens of cynicism.

Isn't it an amazing thing how two people can be so close to
Jesus, have virtually the same circumstances, and yet have
two totally different perspectives? Have you ever been
amazed by how one of them can come out absolutely
committed to following the Lord and the other just totally
reject him and yet their circumstances virtually the same?
I've never fully understood that, but here's a classic example
of it. One felt compelled to request the impossible by faith,
and the other just wanted to join in with the jeers of the
crowd. "If you're the Christ, save yourself, Oh, while you're
at it, save us, too!" It was just another verbal spear. Then
there's silence again.

| wonder if that critical thief didn't really expect the other
fellow to join in. Misery does love company. But instead,
the most remarkable thing happens. That other crook does
just the opposite. | don't know how many people heard what
he said to Jesus. I'm talking about those on the ground, the
soldiers, Mary and the others. But | will guarantee you
anyone who heard it was in awe. "Don't you fear God?" the
thief says? "Since you are under the same sentence, we are
punished justly. We are getting what our deeds deserve, but
this man has done nothing wrong. Then he says, "Jesus,
remember me when you come into your kingdom." Can't
you see the soldier glancing up, Mary wiping away a tear
and staring into the face of that thief? Why | can see the
angels in heaven gasping. "When was the last time this
fellow ever spoke up for anybody?"

But here he is, performing perhaps the most noble act
recorded in Scripture when nobody else would come to
God's defense, when almost everyone else turned their back,
when even the angels were weeping and the demons from
hell were dancing in the light because they thought they had
killed the Son of God. It took a crook, it took a rejected low-
life crook to stand on behalf of God and in so doing, in the
very sunset of his existence, he salvaged everything about
his life.

Peter, the one who would never forsake Him, was nowhere
to be found. Pilate, the authoritative one, had washed his
hands a long time ago. The crowd had turned fickle, the
disciples had run, but a crook without even knowing it
shares with us the three things that you must know and
believe deep in your heart of hearts if you are ready to come
to Christ. What do | need to know to become a Christian?
What do | need to understand? Folks, you never quit
understanding, it's hard. Where do you draw that line?

The book of Acts shows multiple examples of those who
came to Christ and what bare necessities they understood.

TOVLG YOPOKTINPES, OO MPOTEIV®D Vo VIAPYEL Evag UE TOV
omoio 0 kKaBévag amd PG oL ElplaoTE €V XPLOTM UITOPEl vol
tavtiotel. Eivol 1o emikevipo g pelémng poc. Asv
TPOKETOL Vo 6ag opécel avtd, OoAAG OAor epeig ot
Xpiotiovol TowTICOUOCTE UE TOV GTOVPMOUEVO OTATEDVAL.
Onwg K1 avtdg, kpepdte oto otavpd dimia otov Incov.
Onwg k1 ovtdg, korta&ote pe moTn Kol KAVATE TO TIO
adtavonto aitnpa. Kot 6mmg avtdg, éxete AdPet avtd mov o
[MadvAog ovopooe «amepiypanto SMPO» TG GOTNPING.

Tv pog Aéet n oknvn pe Tov otovpmpévo KAEQT; Tt pog
delyver; Movo dvo PBackd mpdypata, alid eival ta 600 mo
ONUAVTIKA podnpato mov Bo propovoe moté va pnabel Evag
dvBpomrog. H avomoroylot afla evog avBpdmov kot to
apétpnto PBabog g aydmng tov Oegov. Eivar po dpopen
1oTopia, OmMO TOAAEG OMOWYELS Elvol 0L HOGTNPIOOMG
wotopia. [a yeviég,  1otopio TOL GTOVPO®UEVOL OTOTEDVOL
NTov e Slopdyn Yy KEmoovg Yol T0 MG omodEYETOL
Kavelg ™ xépn Tov Og00 onpEP, Y10 TO TAOG YIVETOL KATO10G
Xplotovog. [Toidid, dev givar nyoypaenuévo yio ovtdv Tov
okond. Oro avtd cLVEPN TP VLApPEOLV YPIOTIOVOL, TPV O
®edg Wpovoet v ekkAncio Tov. O Adyog mov 1 1oTopia ExeL
mepdoel oty 1oTopio eivar yio vo pog 6gi&el T060 yYpapikd
0G0 omoladnmote GAAN celida g Biflov, avtd ta dbo
woyvpd padipata: H apétpnm o&ia evog avBpomov kot to
apétpnto Pfabog e aydmng Tov Geov.

Entd dniooeic mov ékave o Incovg otov otawpd cuvoyicay
0AOKANPY TN (N KoL TNV 0ITOGTOAN TOL GOV KAPTEAEG 1] Lo
celida evpempiov og éva peydio onuetmpatdplo. Mpilelg
Kol Ppiokelg évov OyKo vAKoy Tiow amd kdbe puKpn
KAPTELQL.

1. H avomodoyrotn afia evog avlpomov.

BAémovpe tov Incod va cvumepipépetor o€ ovtdV TOV
OTAVPOUEVO OTATEDVO LE TOV TPOTO TOV GLUTEPLPEPOTAY
6ToVG ovOpdTOVG Kaf' OAN TN SLdpKELd TNG SlaKOViog TOV.
Avtol o1 dvBpomol givar aforfnrol Kot Tov KOITOOV e
wiom. [ mapdderypa, £6e1&e v idto Ppovtida Kot xdpn
ToAD vopitepa 0tov Kotéfnke amd v emi tov Opovg
Opdio. O MatBaiog pog Aéet 6To gvayyEAO TOV, KEPAAULO
8, 0Tt tav palepévog yopw omd po opada avlpdnwv Tov
povoay otav Eoevikd avti 1 Ouddn GKOPTIGTNKE GOV
Katoopideg Tov UOMG eiyov del pa oy tida eotog. Kdmotlog
QeoOVAlEL 0TV KOPLPN TOV TVELUOVOV TOV, «AETPOLY.
Ziyovpa ekel Bprokdtav pio palepévn palo avOpomids, puo
TANYN OV TEPTOTOVOE, LU0 TPLPEPT TANYY, {owG Kavéva
YEPL, lomc kot potn. Oo cog o Yo v aAndeio, dev eiye
TimoTa, £KTOG amd Pl TeEhevTaic, AmeEATIGUEVT Tpocevyr]. O
Aempdg ofkmoe To PATIO Kol gime: «Adokole, av 0EAel;,
umopeic vo, pe kobopiceio.

BAémete, antog 0 Aempdc giye akpiPdg 0,TL 0 GTAVPOUEVOS
KAMQTNG Ogv &iye Timoto, €KTOC OMO O OMEATIGUEVT
wpooevyn. Ouudote T £Kove o Inoovg o€ exeivov Tov Aempo;
0O Incobg dmlwoe 10 ¥Ept ka1 Tov ayyite. ‘EBaie ta yépia




But, it is capsulated right here as clearly as any place I've
ever seen.

1. He came to the conclusion that he was filthy. He
looked over and said, "You know | deserve what | am
getting." He didn't just say he was a sinner. He's
saying, "I'm a mega-sinner. | deserve to hang on this
cross. | deserve to die," gasping for breath.

2. He came to a conclusion that Jesus was absolutely
pure. He said, "But this man has done nothing
wrong." The crook said, "l am guilty. God's innocent.
I'm wrong, He's right. I'm lost, but He's the Savior."
The crook said about he and his friend there, his buddy
on the other side, "We're here because we deserve it,
but he does not."

3. Jesus has the power to incorporate us into a
kingdom that transcends this life. That thief knew
that there were just a few grains left in his hour glass
and knowing he was dying, he looked over and said,
"Master, will you remember me when you come into
your kingdom?"

By now Jesus had turned his head toward this thief and |
can't help but wonder if even in his pain, Jesus had managed
a slight smile as he seized this lost, lone sheep, broken,
bruised and bleeding limping into the fold. That sheep
looked up at the shepherd and said, "Can | come in? | don't
deserve to, but can | come in? Master, would you remember
me when you come into your kingdom?" The good shepherd
looked at the sheep and said, "Come on in. Today, you're
going to be with me in Paradise." The immeasurable value
of a human, the immeasurable depth of God's love.

The words of the song Beneath the Cross of Jesus
summarize this lesson “Upon that cross of Jesus, mine eye
at times can see the very dying form of One Who suffered
there for me; And from my smitten heart, with tears two
wonders | confess: The wonders of his glorious love and my
own worthlessness" except we are not worthless in the eyes

of the saving God. Amazing Grace Lesson #1252 Steve Flatt March
3, 1996

Words of Comfort and Loyalty

Writers of the four gospel accounts, Matthew, Mark, Luke,
and John, give us a record of the words that Jesus spoke
when he was hanging on the cross—seven statements in all.
The third one is perhaps the most touching scene and the
most tender of all of the scenes that we have from Calvary.
It's the scene when Jesus looks at his mother and said
"Woman behold thy Son," and then to John the beloved
disciple, “behold thy mother." This is a beautiful and
touching scene of comfort and of loyalty.

TOL OE WO a0 OVTEG TIG OVOLYTEG, OULOPPOYIKES TANYEC.
Topa mpémel vo deite tov Ilétpo ko tov Tlov oTOovLg
Oauvoug va kortouv €€ kot va Aéve: "Qy, Adoxole,
Adokare, pnv tov ayyilewc!" Toti to éxove; Aev Oa
puropovce o Incovg va eiye Bepanevoet Tov Aempod ympic va
Tov ayyi&el;, Ziyovpa Oo umopovoe. TMati to €kave; Mag
didaoke v apétpnt aéia evog avlpamov.

Moudid, évag avBpwmog €xet adila emedn eivar dvBpwmog.
Tadpa o k6cu0g dev 0 ayopdlet. O KOGHOC Hag S1dAcKEL OTL
&yovpe o&la pe Péon v ELEAVIOT HLOG, TO TL LTOPOVLE VO
Kévoopue N Tt éyovue otov tpanelikd pog Aoyaplacpod. Topa
TOIPVETE AVTA TO TPAYUOTO, KOl TO, GUVOVALETE KOl EYETE TO
maykoopo covotnua afiwv. O BOegdg e «Oyi, eiom
TOAVTIHOG EMEWN el OTIOYHEVOS KOTA TNV €KOVA Mov,
Hovadikog o€ OAN T Anpiovpyion.

O Inoovg didate to id10 mpdypa ot poryaiida oto Iwdvvn
8. ®vpdote TV wotopia g Aev elye Adyous va otabel. Tnv
glyav mdoel ota wpdoa g potyeiag. Aev giye duovva. Oa
Aéyape 6TL Tav Evoyn o apaptio. AAAG 0Tav To LATio TG
cuvavincav ta pdrtia Tov Incov, dev eide to picog Kot v
mikpla Tov giye del oe awtd To Ao patia. Tov koitate pe
U0 TOPAKATION 0T0 LATI Kot Tng Xapioe T (o).

YvveyiCovv ot otopieg oTo gvayyédlo, N Zapapeitiood, o
Zoxyoiog TAV® ot €KEiVO TO OEVIPO KOl O TLOAOG
Boptipoiog. Emopévag, dev mpénet va oG EKTANGGEL OTaY
PAémovpe TL cLVEPN pe avtov Tov AvBpwmo mov mébave
dimha otov Xpiotd. Eivor evowapépov otL dev EEpovpe
TOALG Yot aVTOV TOV KAEPTN, 0oTd; Agv yvopilovpe T0
OVOUd TOL, TNV TOAN TOV, TL EKAVE YOl TAL TPOG TO {Nv 1 TL
Nnéepe v tov Incov. Mepikoi &xovv vrobécel 6TL NTOV
TATPIOTNG, £vag omd ekeivoug Ttovg Efpaiovg (ndmtég mov
wpoonafovsay va Stnw&ovv ToV poUdikd oTpatd omd T Y.
No cov e v ainbdeia, apeiBariion. AueBdilo yotl av
Ntav aAndewa, ciyovpa o Aovk Oa pog to eiyxe mel. Kot av
Oyt 0 Aovkdg, Kamolog GAL0g 10Top1KdS Kamov Ba To giye
OVOPEPEL QVTO.

Oy, vopilo 0Tt TPEMEL VAL OVTILETOTICOVUE TO YEYOVOGS OTL
avToc 0 dvBpmmog mov kpepodTay dimho otov Incov NrTav
amhog évag omatemvag. Htav omhog évag kAEQpg.
MdMota, ov kpivovue amd T cofapdTnTa TNG TOWNE TOV,
ntav o xepdtepoc amd tovg yepdtepovs. ‘Hrav évag
ocuvnbicuévog eykAnuotiog kot To vo mebdvel oe €vav
POUATKO GTOVPO Y10 KAOTT, TV TPOYLATIKE TOAD GKANPO.
Agv vrdpyel xapio €voeidn mdceg GAAEC OPIKOAEOTNTEG
umopei va €xet dwampdéel. Kanowog Aéet, "Aoutov, av tav
1060 KaKOG, Tl €ival owtd Tov 0 Incodg npootabdel va pog
ddacet;"

2. To apérpnro Padog g aydmng Tov Ocov

Ac¢ agnoovpe t0 pWooAd pog vo mepumiavnfel wiow o€
eKelvov TOV OTAVPO GE EKEIVO TO AOPO TOL OMOKAAOVCV
«"oAyoBd», | T0 puépoc Tov kpaviov. ‘Hrtav dyovo, uotale




"When the soldiers crucified Jesus, they took his clothes,
dividing them into four shares, one for each of them, with
the undergarment remaining. This garment was seamless,
woven in one piece from top to bottom. 'Let's not tear it,'
they said to one another. 'Let's decide by lot who will get it.'
This happened that the scripture might be fulfilled which
said, 'They divided my garments among them and cast lots
for my clothing.' So this is what the soldiers did. Near the
cross of Jesus stood his mother, his mother's sister, Mary the
wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus saw his
mother there, and the disciple whom he loved standing
nearby, he said to his mother, 'Dear woman, here is your
son," and to the disciple, 'Here is your mother." From that
time on, the disciple took her into his home." (John 19:23-
27)

There were four soldiers who crucified Jesus who divided
his clothing into four different parts. But to help us
understand the pattern of what's happening let’s step back a
little bit in history and look at some of the Jewish customs
of dress as well as some of the Roman customs that
surrounded crucifixion.

A Jewish man typically wore five pieces of clothing. He had
first of all a headpiece, maybe a turban or some kind of cloth.
You've seen pictures on your television before of the kind of
headgear people in the Far East and Middle East wear to
keep their hair out of their face and in place. It was a
traditional headpiece that has been worn for centuries.

But the Jewish male would have on some type of shoe,
usually a leather sandal. A third piece of garment would be
a long robe, generally with a slit in the top, sometimes
completely open or slit down the sides. It hung down close
to the ankles and was a loose fitting garment.

The fourth piece of clothing was his girdle or his belt as we
would call it. It was either another piece of cloth, or
sometimes a piece of leather used to tie around his waist.
This kept the long, flowing outer garment from just blowing
away, and yet allowed it to be loose. Lastly a Jewish man
wore an undergarment. In the case of Jesus, it was seamless
made out of one piece of cloth woven from top to bottom.

Customarily, that undergarment was made by a mother and
given to her son when he reached maturity, when he came
into his own adulthood. More than likely, that's exactly what
Mary had done for Jesus. Now remember because it will
come into play in just a moment.

The Romans also had some customs regarding the
crucifixion. There were five Roman soldiers always
assigned to the crucifixion duty. Four were given the
responsibility to actually drive the nails and pull the cross
into position. But after the cross was in its standing and
upright position, they formed kind of a four-cornered guard
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post. If there was any kind of threat, then they were the ones
there to protect the victim as he was on the cross to die a
painful death.

The soldier who was responsible for the other four was the
Centurion. He was supervising the crucifixion. One of the
benefits that came to the four soldiers was that they could
divide up whatever clothing the victim might be wearing
that day. That’s what they were doing with Jesus’ clothing
as He hung there naked and humiliated. They were gambling
for his clothes.

The problem was Jesus probably had five pieces of clothing
but only four soldiers. The centurion apparently didn't get
involved in this activity. Therefore, one took the headpiece,
one took his sandals, one took his outer garment and one
took his belt. But who would get the fifth garment, the
undergarment? How do they decide? John tells us in order
to decide which one of the four would get that undergarment
by casting lots or gamble for it. We might say they were
throwing dice to see which one of them was actually going
to get the undergarment. No doubt they did not know but
John tells us, they were actually fulfilling a prophecy of
David recorded in Psalm 22:18.

So, with that kind of background in place, knowing the
customs of how Jewish men dressed and knowing
something of the customs of the Romans soldiers as they
crucified their victims, let's come back now to the scene and
see if it makes a little more sense.

There were others present at the crucifixion besides the
soldiers who crucified him and the jeering mob who were
yelling insults at him. At least one of His disciples who had
deserted him returned. John was with Mary and at least three
other women. There must have been a bit of a dangerous
thing for those four women to be there around the cross with
Jesus. After all, for a man to be considered such a criminal
that the Roman government would deem him worthy of
being crucified, makes him the kind of person that you
probably don't want to be around for fear something might
happen to you. After all, isn't that why all the other disciples
fled? Even after Jesus had been resurrected and ascended
into heaven, the apostles all gathered in the Upper Room in
Jerusalem afraid to even go out for fear that probably the
same thing might happen to them?

Yet here these women were there out of their love and
devotion for Jesus Christ, really not caring very much about
the potential danger. Who were those three other women?
One of them was Mary, the wife of Clopas. Now we have
no idea who she was other than she was the wife of Clopas.
We don't have any other information about her, but she was
one who loved Jesus.

Another woman was according to Matthew the mother of
the sons of Zebedee, James and John; according to Mark
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Salome and according to John the sister of Jesus’ mother.
Thus, James and John were Jesus’ first cousins. Do you
remember something about Salome, something that she had
done earlier in the ministry of Jesus? She was the one who
came to Jesus and said to him, "Lord, when you establish
your kingdom, | want you to give thrones, one on your right-
hand and one on your left-hand to my sons, James and John."
Jesus' response was a loving rebuke as that kind of self-
centered ambition was not the way the kingdom was to be.
As a matter of fact, Salome had no idea the kind of problems
that were going to come and the price that would be paid by
his disciples at a later date.

The third woman is identified as Mary of Magdala, the
woman out of whom Jesus had cast evil spirits. She was so
grateful for what Jesus had done that she could never forget
it. She didn't really care that there was danger at the cross.
She loved her Lord and she could never lose her gratitude
for what Jesus had done for her. So, she is right there at the
foot of the cross.

But then there is one other woman named, actually she's
named first even though we are discussing her last. It was
his mother, Mary. Though Mary had been there all along,
she is introduced to us in conjunction with the undergarment
that we read just a moment ago. Look again at the text and
you'll see after the undergarment is mentioned,; it's at that
point when his undergarment is being gambled for that Jesus
then speaks to his mother. Apparently when the soldiers
touched that undergarment, they touched something that
was very near and dear to his heart as well as to his mother's
heart because more than likely she had made that
undergarment for Jesus. Little wonder then as they were
gambling for that undergarment, he would turn and address
his beloved mother.

Maybe Mary was not able to understand all that was going
on at that time. | doubt she was. But she was able to love
him; after all, that was her son—that was her firstborn son.
Is there anything like a mother's love in all the world? | don't
think there is. Can you imagine what Mary must have been
experiencing as she stood there at the foot of the cross,
seeing her son, her firstborn hanging, dying, bleeding,
suffering, struggling for every breath? He was the one
conceived by the Holy Spirit that the angel said would be
called the Son of God. You'd think that no one would want
to stand and watch that, but that was his mother and that was
her boy. She had to be there, it's the most natural thing in the
world for her to be there as painful as it was. Jesus might be
a criminal in the eyes of the law, Jesus was still her son.

Think of all the things that Mary had seen, all the things that
she had heard, and all the things that she had experienced up
to this point. When Jesus was only eight days old, do you
remember she and Joseph took Baby Jesus to the temple?
They were going to dedicate him, and it was time for his
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circumcision. They took him to the temple where Simeon, a
wise old godly man to whom the Holy Spirit had made a
promise stating "Simeon, you will not die until you see the
Messiah." Upon seeing Jesus Simeon realized that the
promise had been fulfilled. It was the Son of God. "Then
Simeon blessed them and said to Mary, his mother: "This
child is destined to cause the falling and rising of many in
Israel, and to be a sign that will be spoken against, so that
the thoughts of many hearts will be revealed. And a sword
will pierce your own soul too."" (Luke 2:34-35)

Do you think Mary had any idea what Simeon was talking
about when Jesus was eight days old, when he said to her,
“And a sword will pierce your soul too?” I doubt it very
seriously. But she lived to see her worst fears come true. She
lived to see her son, who came to give his life for all, have a
sword pierce his side. Mary lived to see the day when they
drove nails in his hands. She lived to see the day when they
shoved that crown of thorns down upon his brow. She lived
to see the day when he breathed his last. It cost Mary greatly
to submit to God's will, didn't it? Think of all the various
incidences that must have been running through her mind as
she stood there at the foot of the cross and watched Jesus
die. Now had come the time when the ultimate plan of God
was coming to pass for her firstborn son. Jesus would be a
martyr and he would die for the sins of the whole world.

Notice something else about Mary. It would be easy to miss
it. It says Mary was standing there. She stood. She didn't
faint, she didn't fall. Outwardly she was still that same calm
woman who had met the salutation of the angel some three
decades earlier. She said to that angel, "Behold the
handmaid of the Lord, be it unto me according to thy word,"
Mary still showed that same kind of strength. So at this day
she entered into her son's great suffering and she drank the
cup right down to the bitter dredges.

It must have been a shock to all those people who heard
Jesus shout, "My God, my God, why have you forsaken
me?" What a painful shock that must have been; but it didn't
crush anybody's heart anymore than it crushed Mary's. She
stood there and listened to that. Never has sorrow presented
itself in a form more touching than we see in the life of
Mary. But even in all of his bitter anguish, who is he
concerned about? He's concerned about his mother, isn't he?
Seeing her standing with John by her side, he said to his
mother, "Dear woman," as the King James has it, "Behold
thy son, here is your son." Now surely that was Jesus’ way
of saying to her and to John, that John was now going to take
responsibility for Mary. Jesus' earthly life was about over
and someone needed to take care of her. Though she was
strong, she was going to need support. John was the one
Jesus trusted to provide that support.

Perhaps it seems a little bit strange, but there was nobody
there from her immediate family to help. Why did Jesus
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have to give that responsibility to John? Apparently, Joseph,
her husband, had died. We don't know that for sure, but we
don't have any mention of the name of Joseph after Jesus
was 12 years old. So Mary is probably a widow. Jesus
couldn't call on any of his brothers to come and take care of
his mother because although she believed in him, John tells
us that none of his brothers yet believed that he was the
Christ. Apparently, none of them were around, they were
long gone. They may never have even been there at all. So,
he looks to John, his beloved friend, and says, "John, take
care of this woman, she's your mother."

The Bible tells us that all the disciples deserted Jesus. But
John was at the cross, standing at the very foot of the cross.
Who knows where the other 11 or the other 10 were? Judas
had killed himself, the other 10 were in hiding somewhere,
but John was right there loyal to Jesus. Jesus knew he could
trust John. So as John stands beside Mary, the mother of
Jesus, Jesus says to John, "John, I know | can trust you. You
are loyal to me, and you will be as loyal to my mother as
you've been to me. | want you to take care of her." What a
compliment that was to John. It meant more than just
providing a roof over her head; it meant taking responsibility
for her. The last time Mary is mentioned in the New
Testament is in the book of Acts when she is in the presence
of other disciples who are waiting for the gift of the Holy
Spirit, but the Bible tells us that she's there with John. So,
John is living up to the trust that Jesus put in him.

It's a powerful story; it's only part of the story, that's only
one of the seven statements. There's so much richness in this
scene of the death of Jesus Christ. But let's try to make three
brief applications from this:

1. Grace is extended to those who fail. If there is one thing
in John's life that he would like to have gone back and been
able to undo and erase, it would have been the time when he
too, like all the others, deserted Jesus, but he couldn't erase
that.

Aren't you glad that when John made that mistake, the Lord
didn't say “Okay John, you had your shot at it, but you
messed up, just sit down. You're out." His grace was more
than sufficient for John and he accepted John back and even
gave him this blessed responsibility of caring for his mother.
Folks, when you fail—not if you fail, but when you fail and
we all will and we all do — turn back to Jesus like John
did because our Lord is a Lord who is gracious and who
will accept us back and restore us.

2. Water is thicker than blood. Now we've all heard that
old expression: "Blood is thicker than water,” In Jesus
"Water is thicker than blood." The reference I'm trying to
make is through the waters of baptism one comes in contact
with the blood of Jesus Christ. When we confess our sins,
express our belief in Jesus Christ and are buried in water
baptism for the forgiveness of our sins, we are brought up,
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resurrected, out of that water a new life, creation. We
become Christians. We become brothers and sisters of each
other and of the Lord Jesus Christ. A new relationship is
formed as we are born in water into a far more precious and
far more powerful relationship than even than our own blood
relationships. We who have been washed in the blood of
Jesus Christ in the waters of baptism know that oftentimes,
water is thicker than blood.

3. Never get beyond the call to honor our parents. Paul
wrote "Children, obey your parents in the name of the Lord,
for this is right—Honor your father and mother which is the
first commandment with a promise—that it may go well
with you and that you may enjoy long life on the earth."
(Ephesians 6:1-3) Jesus, even in his dying moments, paid
honor and tribute to his dear sweet mother. No matter what
the circumstances might be for us, or what they might be for
our parents, we never get too old, never get too sophisticated
and never get beyond the call to honor our father and mother.
Jesus, even in his dying moments, displays that very truth.
Amazing Grace Lesson #1253 Steve Flatt March 10, 1996

The Darkest Hour

All of my life I've heard that the death of Christ was the
central point in all history. Scripture bears that out, doesn't
it? Paul says, "Far be it for me to glory in anything except
the cross of my Lord Jesus Christ" (Galatians 6:14) and "For
the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are
perishing, but for those who are being saved it is the very
power of God." (1 Corinthians 1:18)

We sing a lot of beautiful songs about the cross.
And | love that old cross where the dearest and best
For a world of lost sinners was slain
So I’ll cherish the old rugged cross
Till my trophies at last | lay down;
I will cling to the old rugged cross,
And exchange it some day for a crown

Another song says, "Nothing in my hand | bring, simply to
thy cross | cling.” That old rugged cross was erected on a
hill called "Calvary," a place so well known for its stench of
death that it had another name. They called it Golgotha, the
place of the skull.

After a sham of a trial, before the Jewish high priest, Jesus
was railroaded before a cowardly Roman governor by the
name of Pontius Pilate. In fear and trembling he abdicated
his responsibility and handed the man over to be crucified
while ceremonially washing his hands of the whole matter.
Beaten and scourged, Jesus trudged up that hill wearing a
mocking purple robe and a crown of thorns. It was at 9:00
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a.m. on a Friday that they nailed him to that cross. For three
hours he heard the taunts and the jeers from the crowd
below. "King of the Jews, Ha! He saved others, he can't save
himself. If you're the son of God then come down off that
cross."

At noon, something strange began to happen. An eerie
darkness that quickly turned into a pitch blackness spread
over the sky. It'sas if somebody had shut the door and turned
out the lights and said, "'You're losing the light of the world."
The darkness thickened for three hours and a frightening
silence pervaded the entire hill. "At the sixth hour" (that's
noon) "darkness came over the whole land until the ninth
hour" (that's 3:00 p.m.) "And at the ninth hour Jesus cried
out in a loud voice, 'Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani?—which
means, 'My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?"
(Mark 15:33)

I find it interesting that the words “cried out” in the Greek
could be translated, "roar." It was the same word used for a
lion's roar. He roared it from the cross, "Eloi, Eloi..." A lot
of them didn't understand what he was saying. The next
verse said, "Why he's calling for Elijah." No, he didn't say,
Eli, Eli, he said, "Eloi, Eloi” (My God, My God) “lama
sabachthani” (why have you forsaken me?)"

Of the seven statements Jesus made on the cross, this is the
most crucial. Everything else He said you'd almost expect
Him to say, wouldn't you? But if you knew the life of Jesus,
you'd almost expect him to say, "Father, forgive them, for
they know not what they do." It doesn't shock you that he
would look over to a crucified crook and say, "Today,
because of your faith, you'll be with me in paradise.” And it
certainly doesn't surprise us he would look down at his
mother and motion to John and say, "Behold your son, and
son, behold your mother." All those things would naturally
come from the lips of Jesus.

But this was different. Hanging there, looking down at his
executors.  Sure, it was magnanimous, sure it was
compassionate. This was a cry, a desperate cry. “My God,
my God, why have you forsaken me?” At the foot of the
cross they didn't understand it, and a lot of people still don't
today. What was he saying?

1. A cry of sadness. Do you know what that darkness that
spread across the land for three hours represented? In
scripture, darkness is always symbolic of evil. "Light
has come into the world, but men loved darkness instead
of light because their deeds were evil.” (John 3:19)
Satan's kingdom is called a kingdom of darkness.
(Colossians 1:13) By contrast in dozens of scriptures,
light is reflected with the presence and glory of God.
The absence of light on that day signifies the absence of
God. As God, the father, turned his back, it's as if he was
calling the whole attention of the world to something he
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could not stand to look at himself.

You know we focus on the cry from Jesus, but I've
often wondered what was going through the heart of
the father as the darkness spread and the cry went up,
and he heard the words, "My God, my God, why have
you forsaken me?" It was a terrible cry of sadness.

2. A cry of separation. Let's get right down to the heart of
it. What did Jesus mean? "My God, my God, why have
you forsaken me?" That was recorded in Psalm 22:1.
Some scholars have said, “Oh God was there, Jesus was
just fulfilling prophecy by quoting scripture.” No, it's
much more than that.

It's interesting that the verb used there is exactly the same
verb that Paul used in 2 Timothy 4:10 when he was writing
about a former comrade named Demas. "Demas has
forsaken me having loved this world too much." The word
means "abandon." It means to leave, to run away from. Jesus
cried, "My God, my God, why have you abandoned me?"
Why have you run away from me? Why have you left me
here? For the first time in all eternity, the most unimaginable
thing that you could possibly comprehend has occurred. The
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, the eternal one
Godhead, was divided. The Godhead is disjointed in that
Jesus was separated from the Father. It never had happened
before and never will happen again.

Why would God forsake Jesus anytime, much less right now
at all times? What did Jesus do wrong? The answer is:
Nothing. Nothing at all. You see it's not what he did that was
wrong. It was what he was willing to do for our wrongs. One
of the great verses to explain this cry in scripture "He
himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, so that we
might die to sins and live for righteousness; by his wounds
you have been healed.” See where the first part of the verse
says, "He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree.” (1
Peter 2:24) You see it's if all the sins of humanity have been
gathered into one huge, stinking, filthy, sewage pile dumped
upon Jesus Christ while he hung on that cross. In a way that
we can't even pretend to understand, all the sins of the world
were put upon the cross of Jesus. "God made him who had
no sin to be sin." (2 Corinthians 5:21)

"The wages of sin is death.” (Romans 6:23) The word
"death" in the Greek doesn't mean termination, it just means
separation. That's why we use it in a number of different
contexts. When one die physically they don’t just terminate
or cease to exist as their spirit is separated from their earthly
tent. That's all death is, it's just a separation. The death that's
talked about in Romans 6:23 as compensation for our sins,
it's not a physical death and it's not a physical death, the
separation of the soul from the body; it is a separation from
God. That's frightening, that's eternal.
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o Xpiotog. Tlpogavag, Koavévag amd ovtovg dgv MTav
TPLYVP®, glyav @OYeL Tpo moAA0Y. Towg Kot va unv frav
nmoté ekel. 'Etot, xowrdler tov vy, tov ayonmuévo tov
oiro, ka1 Aéet, «[avvn, pdvTice ot T Yuvaika, gival M
UNTEPL GOLY.

H Bifioc pog Aéet 411 6Aot o1 pabntég eykatélelyav tov
Incov. AALG o lodvvng ftav 610 oTaVPY, GTEKOTAV GTOVG
TPOmodeG ToL 6Tavpov. [lotog EEpet mov Ntav o1 dAdot 11 1
ot dAlot 10; O Iovdag eilye avtoktovioel, ot dArot 10 ftav
KPUUUEVOL KOOV, oAAG o lwdvyng ftav exel moTdg oTOV
Incov. O Inocodg Néepe O6TL UTOPOVGE VO EUTIGTEVTEL TOV
lodvvn. KabBog lowmdov o lodvvng otéketor dimia ot
Mopia, ) untépa tov Incov, o Incovg Aéet otov lwdvvn,
«évvn, EEpm OTL UTOP® Va o€ EPMIcTELTO. Eloal motog oe
péva kot Ba glcat 1660 TOTOG O UNTEPA OV OGO HGOLV
o¢ péva. OEhm va m epovtilely. T kopmAléVTo NToY 0VTO
otov Tlov. ZAuove KATL TEPIGGATEPO OO TO VO TOPEYEL
OTTAMG L0l GTEYT TAV® A0 TO KEPAAL TNG. CTIUALVE OVAANYT
gubovng yU' avtv. H tekevtaio @opd mov avagépetal 1
Mapio otnv Kaiwvn Awbnkn givar oto fiiio tov Ipa&emv
TOV ATOGTOA®V, OTAV Elval mapovsio GAA®V LabnTdV To
mepévouv t dwped Tov Ayiov [vedpoatog, aAid n Bifiog




Remember the parable of the prodigal son? When that
prodigal son was in the depth of his sin, where was he? He
was separated from the father, wasn't he? He was away in a
foreign land, dwelling in his sin. When the boy came back
home, the father turned to the other son and said, "This your
brother was dead, but he's alive again.” What does he mean
he was dead? He wasn't dead. Yes, he was. He was separated
from the love of the father, and that father must have
wondered at times if he would ever come home. The Son of
God that we call Jesus was separated from his Father not by
his own sin, for he had none, but because he bore all ours.

The best commentary and the best picture of the cross, and
particularly this cry: "My God, my God, why have you
forsaken me?" Leviticus 16. Since the Old Testament is a
tutor to help us understand the new, Leviticus 16 should help
us understand this cry from the cross. There were three
sacrifices that were made by the Israelites involving two
goats and a bull. First, the bull was offered for the sins of
Aaron so that he could intercede for the people. Then a goat
was offered sacrificed for the sins of the people. A second
goat, the third animal, was brought before the people.
"When Aaron was finished making atonement for the Most
Holy Place, the Tent of Meeting and the altar, he shall bring
forward the live goat. He is to lay both hands on the head of
the live goat and confess over it all the wickedness and
rebellion of the Israelites—all their sins—and put them on
the goat's head. He shall send the goat away into the desert
in the care of a man appointed for the task. The goat will
carry on itself all their sins to a solitary place; and the man
shall release it in the desert." (Leviticus 16:20-22)

Now do you get the picture? A goat would be brought, and
Aaron would take his hands and put them on the head of that
goat. He would say, "All our sins we put on this goat's head.”
All the lust, all the adulteries, all the lies, all the thefts, all
the gossip, all the hatred and all of any other sin was
symbolically put on the goat. That goat would be led by a
man until it was so far out in the desert that it could never
find it's way back to camp again. That man would take his
shoe or sandal and kick that goat and say, "Get out of here,
be gone, be vanished." Do you realize we get our English
word, "scapegoat” from that very passage? Placing all the
blame, all the sins on a third party? That’s surely seems like
a silly tradition. Why do they do that?" For 1,500 years, the
Israelites obeyed that command. They sent that scapegoat
out into the desert signifying the vanishing of sin.

For six long hours Jesus hung on a cross, and it must have
seemed like six millennia. Like the goat when left alone in
the desert, he was left alone. He cried out "My God, my
God, why have you forsaken me?"

3. A cry of substitution. "He himself bore our sins in his
body on the tree, so that we might die to sins and live for
righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed." (1

pog Aéel Ot eivar exel pe tov Tlov. 'Etol, o Iwdvvng
OVTOTOKPIVETOL GTNV EUTIGTOCHVN TTOV TOL £€0g0€ 0 Incovc.

Elvar o dvvarr iotopio. eivor povo €va pépog g
wotopiag, avtn glvar pdvo plo amd TIC €nTd ONADGELS.
Y7apyel 1660G TAOVTOG GE QUTY] T OKNVI| TOL BavATOL TOV
Incov Xpiotov. AAAG 0g TPOSTOONCOVLE VO, KAVOVUE TPELS
GUVOTTIKES EQOPUOYES amd aTO:

1. H x&pn enexteiveton og 6600G amotuyydvouy. Av vdpyet
éva mpdyna ot Lon tov lodvvn mov Ba Mbeie va elye
EMOTPEYEL KOL VO UTTOPEGEL VO, AVOPEGEL KoL va. 6B oel, Bal
NTav 1 OTIyU TOL KU 0VTOG, OM®G OAOL Ol GAAOL,
gykotélenye tov Incov, ahid dev propovice va 10 oPnoet.

Agv yaipeoar mov otav o Tlov ékave avtd 10 Adbog, o
Abpdog dev eime «Evta&etl ['avvn, giyeg v evkoaupia, aAld
Ta pmépdeyes, anid kdtoe. Eioatl é£w." H ydpn tov frav
TEPLOoOTEPO amd EMOPKNG Yoo Tov John kot 6€ytnke TOV
John mico® ko pdAoto TV £0OCE OVTH TNV ELVAOYNUEVN
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OTOTVYYAVETE - O)L 0V ATOTOYETE, OAAL OTAV OMOTVYETE KO
o\ot gpeic BEANON Kal 6A0L kKdvovpue — Yupicte TG® oTOV
Incov 6mwc éxave o Imdvvng emedn o Koptog pog ivat évag
Kvprog mov eivan ehenpav kot wov Ba pog deytel micwm ko
Oa pog amokaTaoTNOEL

2. To vepo givor o wnytd and to aipa. Topo 6Aot Exovpe
aKovoeL vt TV TaAd Ekepaon: «To aipa elvor mo wnytod
amo 1o vepdy», otov Incov «To vepod elvar mo oy and to
aipo». H avagopd mov npocmadd va kdvo sivol 0Tt péca
a6 T vepd ToL PomTicUaTog EpYETOL KAVEIS GE ETAOT LLE TO
aipo tov Incod Xpiotod. Otov opoloyoldue TiC apopties
pog, ekppdlovpe v miom pog otov Incov Xpiotd kot
0apovue ot0 PanTicHe GTO VEPO YO TN GLYYDPECT TOV
OLLOPTIOV LLOG, OVOTPEPOVLLE, OVOGTIVOLOGTE, ad VT TO
vepd e véo Con, onuovpyia. I'vopoacte ypiotiovol.
Ivouacte adér@io o Evag tov dAlov kat Tov Kupiov Incov
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3. Ioté unv Eemepdoete TO0 KAAEGO VO TIUAGOVIE TOVG
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Incovg, axdun kot oTig oTiypég Tov Bavdtov Tov, amédide
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Ave&dptnrta amd 10 TolEG cLVONKEG popel va etvar yio pdg
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TOAD, TOTE O&V YIVOLOOTE TTOAD EKAETTUGUEVOL KOl TOTE OEV
Eemepvape TNV £KKANGT VO TIWNGOVUE TOV TTOTEPO, KOL TN
untépa pag. O Incote, axdun Kot 6TIg oTIyUES TOV Havatov




Peter 2:24). "By his wounds you have been healed.” "God
made him who had no sin to be sin for our sakes so that in
him we might become the righteousness of God." (2
Corinthians 5:21) See the substitution?

It’s incredible. Somehow God took the ones who were
sinless, holy, spotless and pure and made him as filthy as
sewage and somehow when | come humbly, obediently and
in faith to Christ God transfers to me the beauty, the purity,
and the grace of Jesus Christ. That is the most powerful,
most unbelievable and most incomprehensible thought that
a human can bear, Jesus’ righteousness being transferred to
sinful man. "My God, my God, why have you forsaken me"
Could be considered a cry of substitution.

If Jesus had not interceded, if everything had just got along
in the natural course of things, that's the cry that you and |
would be offering on our death and at the events of the
Judgment. "My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?"
But Jesus said those words so that | don't have to, so that you
don't have to.

You probably have heard the story before or maybe even
saw the man on the Today Show about eight years ago. But
it was probably to me the best illustrations of this idea of the
cry of substitution. Early one morning | happened to see a
man by the name of Francesca Geraszchnevik interviewed
early in the morning on the Today Show. They interviewed
him because he was a survivor of Auschwitz, the terrible
concentration camp that was right in the middle of the
Holocaust. But Geraszchnevik had a particularly interesting
story because he told about the time in 1941 when there was
an escape in July at Auschwitz. And whenever that occurred,
the commandant of that concentration camp always did the
same thing. To discourage future escapes, he would gather
all of the inmates and all of the prisoners out into the
courtyard, and they would randomly draw 10 names. And
those 10 would be put into an open pit and it would be
covered up. And they would be left there until they would
starve to death or dehydrate. And everybody would watch
them dying every day. They began to call the ten names, and
the tenth name called was the name Francesca
Geraszchnevik. Geraszchnevik said, "1 fell to my knees and
I began to weep uncontrollably. | begged."” | said, "I've got a
wife, I've got children, please, please, don't do this to me."
And all of a sudden out of nowhere stepped forward a man
by the name of Maximilian Cole. Cole was not even Jewish.
He was in that concentration camp as a sympathizer. Cole
had come in February of '41, this was in July, and already he
had earned the nickname, "The Angel of Auschwitz,"
because he shared his food, and he took care of the sick, and
he tried to encourage the downtrodden. He spoke up and
said, "Commandant, may | say a word?" It was remarkable
that he wasn't shot on the spot. But for reasons we will never
know, the commandant turned to Cole and said, "Yes, you
can." He said, "May | take his place? I'm older - you won't
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H okotewotepn wpa

e 0An pov ™ {on drovya 6Tt 0 BAvaTog TOLV XPIGTOL NTOV
TO KeEVIPIKO onueio oe OAn v iotopic. H I'pagn t0
emPefoardvel, £tot dev givar; O Iadrog Aéel, «Moakpld pov
va do&alopot ylo. oTIONTOTE EKTOC OO TOV GTOVPO TOL
Kvpiov pov Incov Xpiotoun (INaidteg 6:14) ko «yati to
pvope Tov otawpol glvar avoncio ywo ekeivovg mov
yavovtal, aAld yio ekeivoug mov ydavovrtal. codnke givai m
idta ) 6vvaun tov Ogovy. (1 Kopvbiovg 1:18)

Epeigtpayovdnote modlhd opopea tpayoddia yio To
otavpod.
Kot ayord avutov tov TaAld otonpd 01ov oKoTmonKe o
o oyamnpévog Ko kaAvtepog [Ma évay koécpo
YOUEVOV OUOPTOADY
Ba AaTpéy® AOOV TOV TAALO TPoYD GTOVPO
Méypt ta TpdTond pov emrédovg Edmimaa, Ha
KOAANG® oTOoV Ao Tporyh oTovpo, Kot Ba Tov
avTOAGE® Kamolo LEPO e EVOL GTEUUN,

‘Eva dAho tpayovdt Aéet, «Timota 610 ¥épt pov dev pépvo,

amAd GTOV GTAVPO GOV TPOCKOAAMUOLY. AVTOG O TOALOC
TPOYLG GTAVPOG VYMONKe o éva AOPO mov ovoualotav
«"olyoBdc», éva pépog 1060 Yvwotd yuo T dSvowdia Tov
Bavdatov mov elye dAlo dvopa. To édeyav ['odyoBd, To pépog
TOL KPoviov.

Metd and o mpoomoinon dikng, evomov tov ERpaiov
apylepéa, o Incovc 0dnyndnke pe o1dNPOSPOUO UTPOGTA GE
évav dev0 Popaio kvuPepvitn mov ovopaldtav I[ovtiog
[TiAdrtoc. Me @ofo kot Tpopo maparthdnke amd v gvbvvn
TOV KOl TOPEOMOE TOV GVOpa Yo vo otovpwbel evd
TEAETOVPYIKA €mAeve Ta. YEPL TOL OmO TO OA0 Ofua.
Krummpévog kan paotiyopévog, o Inoovg avépnke exeivo to
AOQO POPAOVTIOG £V OKOTTIKO TOPPLPO YITMOVO Kol €Vl
aykdOwo otepavt. Htav otig 9:00 to mpwi ¢ [Mapaockevng
OV TOV KAPPOGAV 6€ avtdv Tov otavpd. [ tpelg wpeg
GKOVYE TOVG YAEVAGLOVG KOl TOVG YeEAoieg amd To mAnbog
a6 katw. "O Paciiidg tov Eppaiov, Xa! ‘Ecwoe dAlovg,
dev pmopel vo, cceL Tov 0 Td ToL. AV glcat y10¢ Tov g0,
KatéBa amd auTtdV TOV 6TOLPO."

To peomuépt dpyioe va ocvpuPaiver kdtt mepiepyo. 'Eva
OOKOGUO OKOTASL 7OV  YPNyopo UETOTPAMNKE OF
Katdpavpo amhodnke otov ovpovo. Aeg Kol KATOL0G
£KAelog TNV TOPTa Kot EGPnoe To pdTa Ko gine: «XAveLg To
QMG TOV KOoUoV». To GKOTASL TOKVIOGE Yo TPEIC MPEC KO
L0 TPOUOKTIKT GLOTH Kupigvoe oAdKANpo T0 Ad@o. «Katd
mv €kt opo» (nAadn peonuépl) «to okotadl Npbe ce
oAOKANPT TN YN UéYPL TV Evarn dpoy (dnAadn 3:00 w.u.)




get as much work out of me." Well, the Nazi mind picked
up on that and allowed it. And Maximilian Cole was thrown
into that pit with the other nine. Six weeks later on August
the 14th, he was the only one left living. Rather than
allowing him to die of starvation, they injected him with
phenol and he died.

I don't know if Geraszchnevik is still living, but he was as
of eight years ago. And when they interviewed him, his
comment was, "l didn't get a chance to say a word to him,
but I looked into his eyes as they led him away. And he knew
how grateful | am. Every August 14th, Geraszchnevik goes
back to Auschwitz as a memorial. And in his backyard is a
metal plaque that he fashioned with his own hands, and
everyday he expresses his gratitude to a man by the name of
Maximilian Cole.

We have very little in common with Francesca
Geraszchnevik. We don’t speak the same language, we
don't know the same people. We don't even claim the same
homeland. But we've got a couple of things very much in
common with him. Somebody died to save our lives and we
both lived the rest of our lives in absolute gratitude. That's
what everybody who's a Christian has in common with
Geraszchnevik, Although Geraszchnevik’s is physical and
ours is spiritual.

They gave a lot of jeers at Jesus and a lot of taunts. There
was one of them that was true. Yes, there was one that was
true. They said, "He saved others, but he can't save himself."
That was true. Oh, he could have saved himself, Matthew
26:53. Several hours he told Peter, "Don't you know | could
call down 12 legions of angels?" He could have saved
himself, but he could not have made that whole statement
true. He saved others, but he couldn't save himself. If he was
going to save others, he could not save himself. "My God,
my God, why have you forsaken me?" was the cry of
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The Words of Humanity

"Later, knowing that all was now completed, and so that the
Scripture would be fulfilled, Jesus said, 'l am thirsty." A jar
of wine vinegar was there, so they soaked a sponge in it, put
the sponge on a stalk of the hyssop plant, and lifted it to
Jesus' lips." (John 19:28)

On the surface, that statement doesn't mean anything to us.
It's exactly what you'd expect from a dying man who's
parched and dehydrated after six hours on a cross. "I'm
thirsty." Sure, that's what he's going to say. But | think he
says much more. | would suggest to you that this was a claim
of completion.

«Kat v évatn dpa o Inocovg podvale pe duvary ewvn,
«ENO1, 'Edot, Adpa copmoytév ;»—imov onuoaivel, «®sé pov,
®eé pov, yloti pe eykatérenyeg» (Mdpkog 15:33)

Bpiokw evdiapépov 10 yeyovog 0Tt o1 AéEelg «éxpaen ota
eEMnvikd Ba uropobcoov vo, LETAPPASTOVV, «BpuynOuoc.

‘Hrtav n 10w AéEN mov ypnooromdnke v to Bpoynduo

gvog Aovtaplov. To PBpuynbnke and 10 otavpd, «EAOL,

"Edot...» [ToAlol amd avtovg dev kotoddfavay Tt €édeye. O

enouevog otiyog éleye: «[atl kaAel tov Hilow. Oy, dev
eine,'EA, 'EA, gine, «kEAOL Edow (Oeé pov, Oé pov) «Aapa
GOUTOYTAVY) (YloTi L EYKOTELEWWES; )».

Amd TG entd dnhdoelg mov €kave o Incodg otov ctavpd,
ot etvan n o kpiown. Ola ta dAla gine 611 Bo mepipeveg
oY€00V va. Ta TIEL, £T01 gV giva; AAAG av éepeg tn (o Tov
Incov, Ba mepipeveg oyeddv va mel, «llatépa, cvyydpecsé
TOVG, YTl dev EEPOLV TL KAvouv». AgV GOg GOKAPEL TOV
KOLTOVGE £VOV GTAVPOUEVO OTATEDVA KOl EAEYE: «XNUEPO,
AOy® g miog cov, Ba sicot pall pov oTov TOPASEIcOY.
Kot oiyovpa dev pog ekminiocel mov koitale xdto
untépa Tov kot €kave vonua otov Tlov ko éleye: «Na o
Y10G GOV Kl 0 Y10G GOV, 1300 1 untépa covy. Ola ovtd To
Tpayuoto o Tpoépyoviay PUGIKd amd To xeidn Tov Incov.

Avto  oumg Nrtav  dapopetikd.  Kpeupoopévog ke,
KottdlovTog KAT®m TOVG €KTEAECTEG TOV. Xiyovpa, NTOV
HEYOAOWLYO, Giyovpa MTOV GUUTOVETIKO. AVTH NTOV Lo
KPOLYY], o ameEATIGUEVT] Kpawyh. «Beé pov, ®eé pov, yioti
UE EYKOTELEWWEG» ZTOLG TPOTOOEG TOV GTAVPOL OEV TO
KatoldPavay, Kot ToArol dvBpmmot dev to kataiofaivovv
axopa kot onpepa. Tt édeye;

3. Mo kpovyn OAyNG. ZEPEIC TL AVTITPOCDTEVE EKEIVO TO
OKOTAOL TOL amA®ONKE o€ OAN TN Y1 V1o TPELG MPES; XN
YPOPN, TO OKOTAOL Elvar mhvTo, GLUPOAIKO TOV KaKOD.
«To pwgMpbe oTov KOGUO, AL O1 AvOpToL oydmnoay
TO OKOTAdL AVTi Y10l TO PG, EXEWN Ol TPAEELS TOVG NTOV
karkée». (lodvvng 3:19) To Poacikelo tov Zatoavd
ovopdleton Pacitelo tov okotovg (Koroosooeig 1:13)
Avrtifeta o 6eKadEg YPUPES, TO PMG AVTOVOKAATOL [E
v mapovasia kot T 86&a tov Bgov. H anovcio pwtdg
gkeivn v nuépa onuaivel v amovoio Kabmbg o Oeog,
0 TOTEPUC, YOPLOE TNV TAATN TOV, EIVOL GOV VO, EGTPEPE
O\ TNV TPOGOYT| TOL KOGHOV GE KATL TOV OEV AVTEYE VO
Ko1tdEet TOV 0VTO TOVL.

Eépete 6TL eotialovpe oty Kpawyn tov Incov, oArd
GLYVA AVOPOTIOUOVY T GLVERAVE OTIV KapdLd TOV
TaTéPo KoOMG T0 6K0TASL amAMONKE Kot 1) Kpavy™
avéPnke, Kol akovoe To Aoy «@gé pov, Océ pov,
ywiti pe eykatéhenyeg:» Htav pia tpopepn kpavyn
OAlyne.

4. Mo xpovyn yopiouov. A¢ maue Kotevbeiov oty
Kkapdid Tov. T1 evvoovoe o Incovg; «Beé pov, Ot pov,
ywti pe eykotéAewyeg» ALt Kotayplonke oTOV




Perhaps you remember that there were two drinks that were
mentioned at the cross. It's helpful to know which is which.
In Matthew 27:34 as Jesus was being put on the cross, the
Bible tells us that he was offered a drink that's called, "wine
mixed with gall." The gall was a narcotic agent, a numbing
agent. Even the cruel Romans had a touch of mercy in them.
Before they would put a man up on the cross, they gave him
something to just blur his mind and to allow him to
withstand the pain. When Jesus was offered that, he refused.
He said, "No."

"Why would he refuse it?" One reason is surely Jesus would
choose no escapes or shortcuts. He was determined to
endure the full brunt and the full wrath of the cross. Jesus
wanted his full mental faculties while he hung there so that
he could summarize his whole life and ministry in these
seven statements made from the cross.

But six hours later another drink is offered. It's identified to
us as wine mixed with vinegar. It was different. It was a
cheap wine, hardly fermented, if fermented at all; it was
wine mixed with vinegar. The scholars usually say, "One
part wine, two parts vinegar." It had no gall, it had no
numbing effect. If anything, it would stimulate his senses.
And Jesus said, "l am thirsty," and they gave that to him.

So why did he drink the second drink?" Look at verse 28.
"Later, knowing that all was now completed and so that
Scripture would be fulfilled, Jesus said, 'l am thirsty." Folks,
there is another evidence that is God hanging on the cross.
You see I'm convinced that only God could know what Jesus
knew at that moment. After six hours of excruciating, mind-
blurring pain, and just moments before he was going to die,
that man hanging on the cross reflected on the 700-plus
prophecies about his life to see if they were all fulfilled. The
following are prophecies just about Jesus' death.

The betrayal by a familiar friend. (Psalm 41:9)

The forsaking of the disciples. (Psalm 31:11)

The false accusations. (Psalm 35:11)

The silence before his judges (Isaiah 53:7)

Being found guiltless (Isaiah 53:9)

The numbering of him with the transgressors. (Isaiah

53:12)

Being crucified. (Psalm 22:16)

The mocking of the spectators. (Psalm 109:25)

The taunt of non-deliverance. (Psalm 22:7,8)

The gambling for his very garments. (Psalm 22:18)

The prayer for his enemies. (Isaiah 53:12)

Being forsaken of God. (Psalm 22:1)

The yielding of his spirit into the hands of the Father.

(Psalm 31:5)

The bones not being broken. (Psalm 34:20)

The burial in a rich man's tomb. (Isaiah 53:9)

They gave me vinegar for my thirst (Psalm 69:21)

Yoo 22:1. Mepkoi peretntég eimav, «Q Ogé frov
ekel, o Inocolg amidg exmApwve TV mpoPNTEi
nmapodétovroc ™ [pagn». Oy, elvar modd mepiocoTepal
oo oVTO.

Elval evolapépov 611 10 prjo. wov yprnoilonoleiton exel
glvar akppac to 6o prua mov ypnoyomoince o IavAog
610 2 T60eo 4:10 otav Eypage yio Evav TpONY GHVTPOPO
ov ovopalotov Anudg. «O NTépog pe €xel eyKoTaAeiyel
€YOVTOG Oyamnoel Tapa ToAD avTtov Tov Kocuo». H Aéén
onpaivel «eykatdAenymy. Xnuoivel va QevYELS, va QevYELg
aro. O Incodg eodvale: «Beé pov, Ogé pov, ywtl pe
gyxotédenyeg» [otl épuyec paxpld pov; INoti pe donoeg
€dw; ['a TpdTN Popd oe OAN TNV VIOTNTA, GLVERT TO O
adtvonto mphypa mov Bo propovcate vo KatardPete. O
Hoatépac, o Yiog kot to Ayto [Tvevpa, n ardvia pio @codtnta,
Swpébnke. H @egotnrar gival acvvdetn oto 0tL 0 Incoig
yopiomke and tov [Hatépa. Aev eiye Eavayivet ko dev Ba
Eavayivel TOTE.

INoti 0 Oedc Ba eykatédene Tov Incov avd mdoa otrypn,
ToAD Aydtepo topa avd maco otrypn; Tt éxave AdBog o
Incovg; H amévinon eivar: Timota. Timota omoAvtmg.
BAémete 611 6ev fTav AdBog avtd mov £kave. Htav avtd mov
Nrav dwotedepévog va Kavet yuo to Adon pog. ‘Eva and ta
omovdaio £daQo Yoo va eENYNOEL QLT TNV KPOLYNH OTN
YPOON «AVTOC EPEPE TIG OUAPTIEC LLOG GTO GO TOV TAV®
610 8évtpo, yw va meBdvovpe yio TIG apoptieg Kot vo
{foovpe vy  dwonocvvn:  amd TG  TANYEG  TOV
YwTpeLTKATEY. Agite TOH AEEL TO TPMOTO UEPOG TOL GTiYOV,
«O 1010¢ ONKWGCE TIG OUOPTIEG LOG OTO AU TOV TAV® GTO
dévtpor. (1 Iétpov 2:24) BAémete 611 OAeC 01 apaptieg NG
avOpomotnTag £yovv cvykevipmbel ce évav TEPAOTIO,
Bpouko, Ppoutko, copd ALUATOV TTOV TETAYTNKE GTOV
Incobv Xpiotd evar kpepdtav oe avtdv 1ov otowpo. Me
TPOTO 7OV OEV UTOPOVUE KOV Vo mpoomotnfodue Otl
kataAofaivoope, OAeG Ol  OUOPTIEC TOV  KOGUOL
tomofetnOniav otov 6Tawpo tov Incov. "

«O oo ™ apaptiog sivor Odvatogy. (Popaiovg 6:23) H
AEEN «Bdvatogy oTa EAANVIKG OEV GMUOIVEL TEPUATIGUO,
onuaivel anA®g yopiopo. I't' avtd 1o ypnoonoodue o
TOAAG  Olapopetikd  mAaicto. Otav  kdmolog 7ebaivel
COUOTIKG, 0eV GTOUATA 1 TOOEL VO VTOPYEL KaODC TO
mvedpa Tov Saympiletor amd TN yRvn oknvn Tov. Avtd
glvar 6Aog o Bdvartog, eivor amlmg évog ywpiopog. O
0dvatog yio Tov omoio avapépetal 6to Tpog Popaiovg 6:23
¢ amolnuimon Yo TG ouapTieg pag, ogv glvar Puotkdg
Bavatoc kat dev gival euokog BAvaToc, 0 JaYOPIGHOG TNG
YuyNG amd 10 coua. givol yoplopuds amd tov Ogd. Avtd
€lvol TPOLLOKTIKO, OVTO Elval OLMV1O.

®Ouudote ™V mapofoin tov dcwtov; Otav ekeivog o
Gowtog Yio¢ Pplokdtav oto Pabn e apaptiog Tov, T
Nrav; Xopiotke amd tov motépa, £Tol Ogv eivor, ‘Hrov
uokpld og po EEvn ydpa, KOTOIKOVGE GTNV OUUPTIO TOV.




Did you know there were that many prophecies just about
the death? Was this man just a man? As he was thinking
through all of those, one came to his mind not yet fulfilled,
one last prophecy. Psalm 69:20 prophesied that vinegar
would be offered and it would be consumed, and Jesus,
knowing that he would and that he must fulfill all
prophecy, said something to cause that fulfillment. He said,
"l am thirsty." They gave him the vinegar. It was a claim of
completion. But even more important than that, it was a
claim of incarnation.

There could have been two reasons Jesus made this
statement from the cross. One, it was to complete prophecy;
and second, because the man was thirsty. The first reason
shows us that he was God while the second reason shows
that he was man. Together, they validate again the greatest
claim in all history, the claim of incarnation. Incarnation just
means that this man, Jesus, was God come packaged in the
flesh. There are claims to that all the way through the Bible.
John began his gospel with "In the beginning was the Word"
(that was a metaphor for Jesus). "In the beginning was the
Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God."
(John 1:1) And then 14 verses later, he said, "And the Word
became flesh and dwelled right here among us."

Colossians 2:9 says, "For in Christ all the fullness of the
Deity lives in bodily form," Or, 1 Timothy 3:16, Paul says
to Timothy, "He appeared in a body and was vindicated by
the Spirit," and the list goes on and on. | can't stress this
enough. The claim of incarnation is the Continental Divide
of faith, it flows one way or the other. You see the world
loves Jesus. Ninety percent of America even claims to be
Christian, everybody likes Jesus because he was loving and
nice and warm and fuzzy and the world is anxious to talk
about him being a good teacher, a great philosopher and a
kind man. But unless you accept him as God come in the
flesh, then the Bible makes no rhyme or reason. It is the
crucial claim in all humanity. If you believe he is God come
in the flesh, everything else fits. He walked on water? Sure,
the one who made the water can walk on it, can't he? That
he came out of the grave? The one who altered life, is it any
surprise that death couldn't hold him? The fact that he could
say, "Your sins are forgiven," hanging on the cross. If he's
God on that cross, it's no surprise that his death would have
a saving significance.

The critical decision of our lives is: Was this man really
God? Or, was God really this man? That's it. And the claim,
"l AM thirsty,"” says, "Yes." Yes, he was. He was God come
in the flesh.

| want to suggest to you that's there's a very practical day-
to-day way that the incarnation of Jesus, God come in the
flesh, means everything to us. The God who put the stars in
the sky, who spoke the world into existence and who gave
you life in your mother's womb, that God came, lived and

‘Otav 10 aydpl yupioe omiti, 0 TATEPAS YOPIGE GTOV AALO Y10
Kol €lme: «AVTOC 0 0dePPOG GOV NTOV VEKPAC, OALA givat
Eavd Covtavocy. Ti evvoel 011 Ntav vekpog, Aev Mtav
vekpos. Nat tav. ‘Hrav yopiopévog amd v aydmm tov
TATEPO, KOl QVTOG O TATEPOS TPETMEL VO OVOPOTIOTOV KOTA
Ka1povg av Oa enéotpepe ToTE 610 omitt. O Y16 Tov Beov
7ov ovopalovpe Incovg yopiotnke amd tov [atépa Tov o)1
amo TN KN Tov apoptia, yloti ogv elye Kapio, aAld emeldn
£€pepe OAOL TOL SIKA UAG.

To kaAdtepo oOAI0 Kot 1 KAAVTEPT EIKOVO TOL GTAVPOV,
Kot wwitepa avt 1 Kpawyn: "Oeé pov, O pov, yoti pe
gykotédenyeg" Agutikd 16. Epocov n Taioid Awabnkn
elvan évag 6aokarog yuo va pog fondnocet va KoTovo|GovE
0o véo, to Agvitikd 16 Ba mpémer va pog Ponbnoer va
KOTOVOT|GOVLE QLTI TNV KPowyn amtd Tov 6Tavpd. Yanpyov
tpelg Bvoieg mov €ywvav omd tovg lopanAiiteg pe 600
Kkatoikeg Kot Evav tavpo. [pdta, o Tadpog Tpocpépdnie
Yl TIG QpOPTIEG TOL ACPDOV Yo VO LEGOAOPNGEL Yo TOVG
avOpomove. Tote mpocepépbnke évag Tpdyog Bucslocouévog
Y TS opapties Tov avBpdnwov. Mo de0tepn KoToika, TO
tpito (Mo, €pepe umpootd otovg avBpodmovs. «Otav o
Aopav tereimoe Vv e&lémon Yo ta Ayia Tov Ayiov, ™)
Zknv ¢ Xvvdabpotong kot to Buoilacthiplo, Ba @épet
urpootd Tov {ovtavo tpdyo. Oa PAlet kat Ta dVO YEPLOL GTO
KePAAL Tov {mvTavoy Tpdyov Kot Bo OLOAOYNOEL TAV® TOV
oA v kaxio Ko Ty e&éyepon v lopaniitdv - 6Aeg TIg
apoptieg Toug - Kot 8o To fArel 6To KEPAAL TOVL Tpdyov. Oa
oteidel TOV TPAYo paKpld oty Epnuo pe T epovtida evog
avOpmmov mov €xetl dlopiotel Yo o €pyo. O Tpdyog Oa
HETAPEPEL OAEG TIG AUOPTIES TOL GE EVAL LOVOYLKO LEPOGS. KO
0 GvBpomog Ba to ghevbepdoel oty Epnuo.» (Agvitikd
16:20-22).

Topa &gete v ewova; Epepvay pa Katoika, Kot 0 Aapaov
Emoupve ta, ¥épla Tov Kot o EPale 6TO KEPAAL OLTAG TG
katoikac. ‘EAeye, «Olec Tig apaptieg pog tig falovue oto
KeEPAM avtng g Katoikacy. OAn m Aayvela, Oleg ot
poweieg, OAo To Wépata, OAEC Ol KAOWMEG, OAO TO
KOUTGOWUTOALR, OA0 TO picog kot kdbe GAAN apaptio fTav
oLUPOAIKA TAve otnv Kotoike. Avti 1 kotcika Oa tnv
001 yovse €vag Avipag UEYPL va Pyel TOGO HOKPLYL OTNV
£€pnuo mov dev Ba uropovoe moté vo, fpet 0Tt eivat 0 dpOUOg
Y0 TNV EXLOTPOPT| GTO GTPATONEDO. AVTOG 0 AVTPAG ETOIPVE
TO TOMOVTOL 1] TO MESIAO TOV KOl KAMTGOVOE €KEiv TNV
Katoiko Kot €eye, "doye and £dm, Qvye, g&apavicov.”
Kotorapaivelc 6t kotarafaivoope o ayyAikd pog AEEn,
"omodomounaiog  Tpayoc" omd  ovtd  axpifdg  TO
amoonooua; To va emppintovv OAeg TIg evBvveg, OAEG TIC
apaptieg oe évav tpito; Avtd ciyovpa @aivetol cov pio
avonm mapddoon. INati to kavovv avtd; o 1.500 ypdvia,
o1 lopanAiteg vrdkovcay oV TV EVIOAT.

IMa ¢&1 moAAéC dpeg 0 INoolg KpepdTOY G Evay GTALPO, Kot
TPETEL VAL avoTay oav €61 yihetieg. Onwg o tpdyog 6tav




died on a cross so that he could feel what you feel, sweat
like you sweat, hurt like you hurt and cry like you cry. The
sad reality is that most people acknowledge Jesus and I'm
even talking about Christian folks now, but they have
precious little understanding of how he really wants to
impact their day-to-day living.

Most people see Jesus as a man who came to set up a
religion, Christianity, an institution, the church, a code of
conduct, the Bible and they think that's it. No! Jesus didn't
come to this earth and hang on that cross to establish
religion. He came to re-establish relationships.

You may have heard that before but still not understand.
You believe Jesus came in the flesh, he's been here, done
that, gone back to heaven and what he did was important,
case closed. How do you have relationship with somebody
who's not here? You can't see him, touch him, feel him or
hear him. We're like the little six-year-old girl who had a bad
dream. Her mother went in to her bedroom while she was
crying and trying to give her courage and get her
independence growing, she stroked her and said, "Now
honey, go back to bed, Jesus is here with you." The little girl
looked back and said, "Well good, you stay here with Jesus,
I'm going in there with daddy."

Now we laugh at that, but that's the way most people | know
really operate about Jesus. A lot of folks believe that Jesus
is around somewhere, but we need something flesh and
blood to snuggle up with. We need somebody we can get a
hold of, somebody who can touch us, somebody who can
really understand us. If there is ever a passage that answers
the question: Does Jesus care? Can he touch us? Can we
touch him? Can he really meet my needs today? It's the
scripture we're studying now. Jesus said, "l am thirsty."

One of the most fascinating things in all the Bible is when
Jesus was about to begin his ministry, he went into the desert
without food for 40 days and the Bible has one of the
greatest understatements in all scripture, it says "And he was
hungry." Forty days without food and he was hungry. Then
now in the last few minutes of his life as he's hanging on the
cross, we find him thirsty.

It's intriguing to me that at the bookends of his ministry, we
see Jesus struggling with the most basic human needs:
hunger and thirst. Have you ever wondered why we're told
that? Why over here in Matthew 4 in the desert when Jesus
is going one on one with Satan when they're trying to figure
out who's going to rule the world. We're talking about the
spiritual battle of all eternity. Then we're told “and he was
very hungry.” Why over here in the blackest day that's ever
been where Jesus was experiencing the same blackness as
all of our sin was being heaped on him, and he's looking for
the Father and can't find him, crying, "My God, my God,

éueve LOVoG oty Epnuo, éuewve povoc. Povate «Oeé pov,
®¢eé Lov, YTl e EYKATEAEIYES;»

3. Kpavyn avikatdotoong. «O id1og oNnkwoe TG opapTies
L0 GTO GMUO TOV TAV® GTO OEVTPO, Yio Vo TeBAvovLE yia
TIG apopTieg kot vo (oovUE Y10 STKoocOV: oo Tig TANYEG
Tov ywtpevtikatey. (1 [étpov 2:24). «Me 115 TANYEG TOV
ywzpevratey. «O Oedc Ekave avTOV TOL v giye apaptio
va gtvar apaptio yio yapn Hog yio vo yivovpe pHéca tov m
dwatocvvn tov Beovy. (2 Kopwbiovg 5:21) Acgite v
OVTIKOTACTAOT);

Eivon amictevto. Kdnwg o Oed¢ mpe ovtodg mov Mrav
avapaptnTol, dytot, mevrakddapotl Kot tov £Kave Ppopuko
ooV ADpOTH KOl KAT®S OTavV £PYOULOL TATELWVE, VTAKOLO Kot
He TioTn otov XploTd, 0 O0C LoV PETAPEPEL TV OLOPPLA,
v ayvotnTa Kot ™ xapn tov Incod Xpiotov. . Avtr eivan
1 7O 1GYVPT, O AMIGTEVT KOL TTLO CKOTOVONTY OKEWYT) TOV
umopet va avtégel évag avBpwmog, kabmg 1 d1kalocvVN TOL
Incov petapépetar otov auapTtOAd GvOpmmo. «®eé Lov,
®eé pov, yoti pe eykatélenyec» Ga pmopovoe vo Bempnbel
KPOLY OvVTIKOTAGTAONG,

Av 0 Incovg dev eiye uecorafnoet, ov OAa giyav miel KaAd
OTN PULGIKN TOopEin TOV TPAYUATOV, LT gival 1 Kpavyn
OV €0€Ig KL €Y® B0 Tpooeépape oTov BAvVATO UG Kol 6T
veyovota ¢ Kplone «®gé pov, Oeé pov, yuwri pe
gyKotéAenyes;» AAAG o Incovg eime avtd ta Adyw Yo vo
LNV TO KAV® €YD, YL0L VO U1V XPELOCTEL EGEIC.

[MBavotata va éyxete axoboel TNV 1oTopia TPV 1| I6mG va
éxete el Tov Gvtpa oto Today Show npv amd mepinov oktd
xpévio. AAAG frov mlavdg Yo péve M KeAUTEPT
QMEWOVION,  OVTAG TS Wé0C 1TNG  KPOLYNG  TNG
avtikatdotaons. Nopig éva tpoi étuye va d® évav dvtpa
ue 1o Ovouo. Francesca Geraszchnevik vo maipvel
ocuvévtevén vopic 1o mpoi oto Today Show. Tov mpav
ouvévtevén yuoti tav emlov Tov AovoPitg, Tov TPOUEPOD
OGTPOTOTEDOV GLYKEVIPW®ONG TOL NTaV OKPPADS 0T Héom
tov Olokowtdpotoc. AAAG o Geraszchnevik eiye o
Wuitepa evolopEPOLGA 1oTOPia, ENEWON EIME YO0 TV ETOYN
to 1941, o6tov vmipée o oanddpacn tov lovAo oo
Aovcfirc. Kot 6mote cuvéPatve avtd, 0 101KNTHG ALTOL TOV
GTPOTOTEDOV GLYKEVIPMOTG EKOVE TOVTO TO 1010 TPAYLO.
Mo va aroBoppdvel T1c peAAOVTIKEG OmOdPACELS, UAlgvE
OAOVG TOVG KPOTOVUEVOVG Kol OAOVG TOVG KPOTOVUEVOLS
oV awAn, kot o oxedialav tuyaio 10 ovouata. Kot avtd
ta 10 Ba éBalav o€ éva avorytd Adkko kot Oa KeAvrtoTavy.
Kat 0o toug donvay kel péypt va mebdvouv and tnv meiva
M va aguoat®bovv. Kat 6Aot B toug éBrenav va tebaivovy
KGOe uépa. Apyloov vo amokaAodV To, SEKN OVOLOTA, KoL TO
d€Kato Gvopo Tov ovopdoTtnke NTov to dvopo Francesca
Geraszchnevik. O Geraszchnevik gine, "Eneco ota yovatd
pov Kot dpyoa vo Kiolow aveEéheykta. Hapakorovoa'.
Eina: «Eyxyo youvoiko, €0 moudld, ©€ TOPOKOA®D, ©E
TOPOKOAD, UN Hov To KAvelg avtd». Ko Eapvikd amd to




why have you forsaken me?" We're also told: And he was
thirsty.

Have you ever wondered why we're told those things? It's so
that the words of Hebrews 4:15-16 would ring absolutely
true in our ears: "For we do not have a high priest who is
unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one
who has been tempted in every way, just as we are—yet was
without sin. Let us then approach the throne of grace with
confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace."”
Look at this, "to help us in our time of need."

The beautiful song says, "Does Jesus care when my heart is
pained too deeply for mirth or song? As the burdens press
and the cares distress and the way grows weary and long?
Oh yes, he cares, | know he cares.” But better than the song,
Peter said "Cast all your anxiety on him for he cares for
you." (1 Peter 5:7)

Jesus is not here today in the flesh to put his arms around
me, to hold on to my hand physically in the dark nights and
the frightening times. I'm glad he's not here in the flesh now.
Because he's done what he needed to do and our sin is taken
away. If he were still here, it would be for the purpose of
needing to abstain and absolve our sin. I'm also glad he's not
here in the flesh because he's back in heaven's throne room
interceding for us before the Father. I'm glad, because now
he’s no longer packaged in flesh confined by time, location
and space. He can know and deal with all of our pain,
suffering and needs at the same time. We don't have to be
like a leper or blind Bartimaeus or the blind man, we don't
have to try and find out: Is Jesus in Nazareth? Is Jesus in
Capernaum? Is Jesus in Jerusalem? | want to see him. He's
right there, right there where we can touch him any time.

I'm glad he's not here physically because he left behind a
"Comforter," the Holy Spirit of God, not just to be with us,
but to live in us when we're raised a new creation from being
baptized into Christ. The Holy Spirit living in us is making
intercession in our prayers. Romans 8:26 says, he's offering
groanings for us that we don't even know how to offer. He's
talking to the Father about our needs that we don't even
know how to ask for. Therefore, when any of us come to
God in prayer, Jesus in heaven can identify with and meet
any need we have. If that doesn't make any sense to you it's
because you've either never met the “man” Jesus, or because
you've never seen prayer as the opportunity to talk with him
face to face. Don't just pray, live in prayer. That's a claim of
care. One author said that the cradle in Bethlehem proves
that God came. The cross on Calvary proves that God cares.

They lifted the hyssop stalk with the vinegar and wine to his
lips and "When he received the drink, Jesus said, 'It is
finished." With that he bowed and gave up his spirit." (John
19:30) Jesus had to have the needs of humanity met before
he could make the claim of divinity. He couldn't call out the

movbevd pUmAKE UMPOOTE £vOC AVIPOC LE TO  OVOU
Mo&iiay Koovd. O Koovh dev ftav kov Efpaioc. Hrav
o€ €KEIVO TO OTPATONEDO GLYKEVIPWONG ¢ cvumabng O
Koov eiye épbet tov Oefpovdpio tov '41, rav tov [ovAto,
Kot elye NoN kepdicel 10 maporcovkit «O Ayyelog TOL
Aovcfirey. yati poipale to eayntd TOL Kol PPOVTILE TOVG
dppootovg kol mpoomafovoe vo  evOUppLVEL  TOVG
Kartamecouévovs. Miinoe ko eime: «Kopdvrope, pmopd va
o po AEEN;». Hrav a&loonpeioto 6t1 dgv mupoforndnie
eni Tomov. AAMAG Yoo Adyoug mov dev Ba pabovpe moTE, 0
Sdotkntg yopioe otov Koovh ko gime: «Not, pmopeio.
Eine, "Mnopd va mépo ™ 0éom tov; Elpon peyoivtepog -
dev Ba Pydhete TOOM doVAELL Ao UéVA. Aowmdy, TO LVOAO
tov Nali 1o émooe kot to enétpeye. Kot o Ma&pitav
KoovA metdynKe o€ ekeivo 10 AAKKO [LE TOVG AAAOVG EVVEQ.

"E& efoopadec apyotepa, otig 14 Avyovotov, Tov 0 Lovog

7ov épeve {ovtavoc. Avil va Tov emTpéyouy vo Tebdvel
amod TV meiva, tov ékovay €vecn ovoing kot mébave.

"Hrtav a&loonueioto 6t dev mopoforndnke eni tomov. AALG

v Adyovg mov dev Ba udbovue moté, 0 SLOIKNTNG YOPLoE
otov Kdovh kau gime: «Noi, pmopeicy. Eime, "Mmopd va
whp T B€om tov; Eipon peyolvtepog - dev Ba Bydiete toon
dovAeld omo epéva. Aowov, to poard tov Nali to émace
ka1l 1o emétpeye. Kaw o Moa&itov KoovAd metdytnke oe
ekeivo 10 Adkko pe Tovg GAhovg evvéa. 'E&L gfdopdadeg
apyotepa, otic 14 Avyovotov, NTav 0 POVOG TOL EUELVE
Covtavog. Avti vo tov emtpéyovy va mebdvel omd v
metva, Tov ékavav €veorn @avoing kor mwéBave. ‘Hrtov
a&loonueioto 6T dgv TupoPoindnke et témov. AAAA Y
Adyovg mov dgv Ba pabovpe moté, o SlotknTNg YOPIoE GTOV
Koov xon gime: «Nat, propeic». Eine, "Mropd va mdpw )
6¢om tov; Elpon peyaddtepog - dev Oa Pydrete t1oom dovietd
amo guéva’. Aomdv, to poard tov Nall to €mace kal To
enétpeye. Ko o Ma&pimav KoovA metdytnke o ekeivo 1o
Adxko pe toug dAlovg evvéa. 'E&L efoopnddeg apyotepa, oTig
14 Avyovotov, tav 0 Hovog Tov Epeve Lovtavos. Avti va
TOV EMLTPEYOLV Vo, TEBAVEL Ao TNV TTElva, Tov EKovay Eveon
oawvorng kot mtébave. Kot o Ma&pihav Kdovk metdytnie
o€ ekeivo To AAkKo pe Toug ahdovg evvéa. 'E& efdonddeg
apyotepa, otic 14 Avyovotov, NTav 0 UOVOG TOL EUELVE
Covtavog. Avti vo tov emrpéyovv va mebdvel omd TV
melva, Tov €kavav €veorn @ovoAng kot mébave. Kai o
Mo&pidiov KOovA metdytke og ekeivo 10 AGKKO LE TOLG
dAlovg evvéa. ‘E&  efdounddec apydtepa, ot 14
Avyovatov, Tov 0 povog mov Eueve {mvtavog. Avti va tov
emtpéyouv vo mebdvel amd v meiva, Tov EKavav Eveon
QUVOANG Ko TEOQVE.

Agv Epm av o Geraszchnevik (el axdpa, aAld fTav mpv
and oktd ypévia. Kot 6tov tov mipav cuvévtevén, 1o
oYOM0 Tov NTav: "Agv glya TV gvkaipio vo TOL TO® AEEN,
aAAG Tov Koita&a ota patia kabmg Tov 0d1yousay HOKPLd.
Kot néepe moco suyvouwv gipat. Kabs 14 Avyovotov, o
Geraszchnevik emiotpépet 6t0 Aovofiig wg pvnuocvvo.Kat
GTNV 0VAT TOV Elvol pio PLETAAAKT TAGKO TTOL EQPTIOEE JLE TOL




words, "It is finished," until his human thirst was met, and
abated. What a friend we have in Jesus, all our sins and

griefs to bear. Amazing Grace Lesson # 1255, Steve Flatt
March 24, 1996

The Words of Victory

William Henry Harrison, the ninth president of the United
States, delivered the longest inaugural speech on record. It
was over 9,000 words. Harrison must have been awfully
proud of that speech because it was a cold, rainy, January
morning. He refused to wear an overcoat or to abbreviate his
address. After standing in those miserable conditions for two
hours he contracted pneumonia and died less than one month
later. Somebody quipped that, "No president has ever said
more and done less."”

Now contrast that with what Jesus did when he hung on that
cross on a hill called "Calvary." His statements were few.
We only have seven recorded. They were brief. Not one is
more than ten words long in English. But as few and as brief
as they were, all eternity was altered by what he said. |
suppose one could say "No man has ever said less and done
more."

The best of all His statements were the words of victory: "It
is finished." "Later, knowing that all was now completed,
and so that the Scripture would be fulfilled, Jesus said, 'l am
thirsty." A jar of wine vinegar was there, so they soaked a
sponge in it, put the sponge on a stalk of the hyssop plant,
and lifted it to Jesus' lips. When he had received the drink,
Jesus said, 'It is finished.' With that, he bowed his head and
gave up his spirit." (John 19:28)

That phrase comes to us in the English in three different
words: It—is—finished. But in the original language, the
Greek, it was just one word: Tetelestai. Tetelestai was a
powerful word. It was a very terminating phrase that
indicated something had been totally consummated. It is
absolutely finished. Some had thought that this was a cry of
desperation. Jesus yelling, "Oh it's finished!" It wasn't.
Others thought it might be a sigh of relief, "Ohhh, it's
finished." It wasn't that either. I'm convinced that this was a
word of triumph, not tragedy. This was a word of jubilation,
not lamentation. This was a cry of victory, not a cry of
despair. In fact, he could have shouted "Tetelestai!" IT IS
FINISHED!

But, what was finished?

1. Jesus' earthly work was finished. It's a lot easier to start
something than it is to finish it, isn't it? Whether you're
talking about a project, a college degree, a marriage, a
commitment, a life, whatever: it's just a lot easier to start
than it is to finish. That's why we only give rewards to those
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who finish. You don't see t-shirts that say, "l Started the
Boston Marathon," do you? Nobody gets a diploma the first
day of school. You don't get the gold watch at the beginning
of the second month on your new job. You're rewarded when
you finish. Frankly, most of us have a difficult time finishing
what we started, but not Jesus. He was a finisher.

This word, "Tetelestai," is used three other times in John's
gospel and all three times it comes from the lips of Jesus.
"My food," said Jesus 'is to do the will of him who sent me
and to finish his work."™ (John 4:34) ™I have testimony
weightier than that of John. For the very work that the Father
has given me to finish, that which I am doing, testifies that
the Father has sent me.™ (John 5:36) This man is saying
early on | am set to finish what | started.

Just hours before he would go to the cross, he's in prayer
with his Father and said, "'l have brought you glory on earth
by completing™ (there's that word, Tetelestai) "by
completing the work that you gave me to do." (John 17:4)
Hours later, he cries out while hanging from his hands, "It
is finished."" (John 19:30) When Jesus came to this earth, he
didn't come with a random "fly by the seat of your pants"
approach. He had a specific plan. He knew exactly what
needed to be done. He knew the prophecies that needed to
be fulfilled, the men that needed to be trained, the miracles
that needed to be performed and the message that needed to
be communicated. He said, my job is to do the will of He
who sent me and I'm going to finish that work.

The reason so many people feel so unfulfilled in life, so
frustrated, so unhappy, is that they simply don't follow Jesus'
example. They have no life plan. They chase every rainbow,
every source of instant gratification and drink out of every
pleasure pool. But they stay perpetually thirsty. Jesus, by
contrast, said | want to know what my Father wants me to
do and I'm going to do it until | finish it. People, that's the
same secret for fulfillment in your life. We are on this earth
for the very same purpose that Jesus was here. We're here to
bring glory to the Father. This might surprise you, but we're
going to accomplish that exactly the same way. We're going
to accomplish it by simply being obedient, by going to our
own cross symbolically and by letting ourselves be crucified
so that God can live and reign in us. We're going to be
fulfilled by staying the course and by finishing the race.

That last thing is the hardest thing to do. Some of you are
asking “How do you do that? How do you stay motivated?
How do you have the courage to run the entire race of life
right to the finish line and do it well?" Let’s examine what
the Bible shares with us about Jesus' secret.

“Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the ‘author and,”” (look at the
word) “finisher of our faith, who for the joy set before him
endured the cross, scorning its shame and sat down at the
right hand of the throne of God." (Hebrews 12:2) It tells us
how to finish! Here's how we finish, we look at Jesus. Where
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was Jesus looking? "The joy set before him he endured the
cross,”" he hated the shame, but he went through it. Why?
Because he knew just on the other side, he was going to be
seated at the right hand of the throne of God having provided
the way for man to be reconciled to Them. We keep our
focus on where we're going. In an age of immediate
gratification where we want instant satisfaction, we must
remember that our reward is in eternity.

Now don't misunderstand. | wouldn't trade the Christian life
for anything because as we seek to fulfill our purpose and
finish the race God bears fruit in our life. We've studied
those: Love, joy, peace, patience, all nine fruits of the spirit
from Galatians 5. Nobody can experience those in the same
measure as a Christian can.

But there's another side to that coin. Being a follower of
Christ will make demands on our life. It will require
sacrifices if our walk with God is genuine and tells us how
we cope with that sacrifice, with the demand and with the
annoyances of life. "For the joy that was set before him, he
endured the cross despising the shame and now he's sitting
at the right hand of the throne of God." (Hebrews 12:2)

Some of you are on the verge of quitting. Some of you
studying this lesson may be on the verge of quitting a
ministry, you're beginning to feel frustrated and maybe it
seems fruitless. Are you a Bible school teacher who's
wondering, you should just quit because you think “I'm not
getting through to any student?” Are you a personal worker
who's the same way? Are some of you thinking about
quitting your marriage? Are some of you thinking, | don't
know if I'm going to keep this church-stuff up?”

Can | give you one little bit of the best counsel? Look where
Jesus looked. Re-focus on eternity. "This world is not my
home; I'm just a passing through. My treasure is laid up
somewhere beyond the blue." If you don't believe that,
you're going to have a hard time ever finishing life, Paul said
"...at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give
up." (Galatians 6:9) Don't quit. Tetelestai. Jesus finished his
work.

The plan of redemption was completed. He knew the plan of
redemption was finished. That word, "Tetelestai" is an
interesting word. It was often used in the first century in a
commercial sense. For example, if somebody had a loan that
required installment payment, that man might walk in on the
last day and slap down that little bit of money and say,
"Tetelestai," it's finished, it's paid off, it's done. And the
lender would look at him and say, "Congratulations!" When
Jesus cried out, "Tetelestai,” all of those around the cross
would have made that association. It's paid, it's finished.
What's paid, what's paid in full? The answer is the payment
for sin, the purchase of redemption.
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Just how did Jesus purchase our redemption? How does that
work?

The requirement of the law was that anyone who sinned
would die. That was the curse of the law. Now remember
the word "die" means separation. If you sin, you would be
separated from God eternally. That was the way it would
work. Somebody would have to come in and cancel that
debt, wipe it out, pay for it. From the beginning of time, God
decreed there had to be a blood sacrifice. | don't know why,
we'll ask God when we get to heaven. We've got some clues.
We're told that life is in the blood. Sin is death; life cancels
out death, which was going to be the payment. It had to be a
blood payment to take away our sins.

Now for centuries God had allowed the blood of animals,
rams, bulls, goats and heifers, as a symbolic payment for that
sin. But "It is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to
really take away sins." (Hebrews 10:4) No, if our sin was
ever going to be taken away, the sacrifice that would
adequately pay for it and cancel the debt would have to meet
three criteria: 1) It would have to be human; 2) it would have
to be sinless and 3) it would have had to live under the law,
the old Law of Moses fulfilling every jot and tittle perfectly.
"But when the time had fully come, God sent his Son, born
of a woman, born under the law, to redeem those under the
law, that we might receive the full rights as sons.” (Galatians
4:4) Therefore the sacrifice had to be a human and born
under the law. Jesus met all three of these criteria.
Consequently, He could and would make the payment for
us.

"Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are
in Christ Jesus, because through Christ Jesus the law of the
Spirit of life set me free from the law of sin and death. For
what the law was powerless to do in that it was weakened
by the sinful nature," (look at this) "God did by sending his
own Son in the likeness of sinful man to be a sin offering.
And so he condemned sin in sinful man, in order that the
righteous requirements of the law might be fully met in us."”
(Romans 8:1-4)

We've been set free from sin and death because God sent his
own son in the likeness of sinful man to be our sin offering
so that the righteous requirements of the law might be met
in us. Notice it reads “met in us” not “met by us.” We can't
meet the requirements of the law. Nobody could except
Jesus.

The greatest part of the whole thing to me is in verse three,
that last line of the verse, "He condemned sin in sinful man."
Do you know what that says? That when God looks at me, a
sinner, but a sinner who's in Christ, a Christian, he doesn't
look at me and say "l condemn you, you sinner." Instead,
"He condemns sin in sinful man." He says | condemn your
sin, | put your sin on the cross and | let you have the
righteousness of Jesus." Tetelestai. As the song says, "Jesus
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paid it all, all to him | owe. Sin had left a crimson stain; he
washed it white as snow."

The power of mortality was finished. The natural enemy of
humanity is death, isn't it? Someone said, "Man wants to be
happy, but man can't be happy because he does the very
thing he doesn't want to do, he dies." That describes most of
humanity.

How many times do we try to postpone death? How many
times do we try to avoid that monster? How many times do
we dance around it and pretend it's not there? We try to duck
its grasp, but we all eventually end up in its stranglehold.
I've got great news! Jesus has broken the stranglehold. Jesus
never preached a funeral service. In fact, Jesus messed up
every funeral he ever attended. They were mourning for
Jairus' daughter, and he had just brought her from the grave.
They were leading the widow's son out from Nain. He just
made him rise up. They had been weeping for Lazarus for
four days. Jesus said "Roll the stone back. Lazarus come
forth." Jesus destroyed every funeral he ever attended.

In the three days that encompassed his death and
resurrection, he stripped death of all its power. "But Christ
has indeed been raised from the dead, the first-fruits of those
who have fallen asleep. For since death came through a man,
the resurrection of the dead comes also through a man. For
as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive. But
each in his own turn: Christ, the first-fruits; then when he
comes, those who belong to him." (1 Corinthians 15:20)

When they took the lifeless body of Jesus off the cross that
Friday afternoon, they placed it in a borrowed tomb.
Knowing his claims about coming back to life and fearing
his followers, the soldiers rolled a stone across that tomb,
sealed it and placed a guard around it. But, they could not
contain the seed of life. On that Sunday morning Mary and
the other women were there when He, life, had burst forth.
He was the first-fruit. The first to be raised from the dead,
never to die again. When he comes again all who've died in
him, will come out of the grave given a new, imperishable
and incorruptible body. “When the perishable has been
clothed with the imperishable, and the mortal with
immortality, then the saying that is written will come true:
"Death has been swallowed up in victory. Where, O death,
is your victory? Where, O death, is your sting?* (1
Corinthians 15:54-55)

Folks, when Jesus said, "Tetelestai! It is finished!" he turned
death from a bottomless pit into an exit ramp, taking us off
one road and putting us on a better one. The way we face
death is the acid test, the ultimate measure of our faith. Do
you have that kind of faith, that kind of trust, that God will
raise you up from this dust? He can — you can count on it
because he broke the stranglehold of death, and he came
back never to die again. It's finished. It’s now up to you!
Lesson #1257 Steve Flatt, April 7, 1996

avapontn el woté yati pog to Aéve avtd; INati edod oto
MoztBaiog 4 ommv €épnupo, 6tov o Incovg mnyaivel évag
gvavtiov evog pe TOV XoTovd, Otav mpoomabovv va
KataAdfovv molog Ba kuPepvioet Ttov kKOGHO. MiAdue Yo
TNV TVELUATIKN Lym OANG g anwvidttas. Metd pog Aéve
«xol Tevovoe oAby, [Matl edm, v o podpn Hépa Tov
vmpée moté, 6mov o Incovg Pimve v dto povpile Tov
vivovtov méve tov OAEg Ol apapTieg Hag, Kot YayveL Tov
Ioatépa kan dev tov PBpiokel, povdalovrag, «Beé pov, Oé
pov, yioti pe eykotédenyeg;» Mog Aéve eniong: Kot duyovoe.

‘Eyete avapotnBel moté yioti pog Aéve autd to TpAyLoTO,;
Elvar éto1 dote 1o Aoyl tov ERpaiov 4:15-16 va nyodv
amoAVTOG aAndivd ota avtid pog «Adtt dev €yovpe
apylEPE TOV VAL UMV UTOPEL VO GOUTAGYKEL LLE TIG 0OVVOUIES
pag, oAAG €yovue évav mov €xel TEWPAOTEL L Kdbe TpOTO,
omwg eipoote—oaAld Muootov  Yopic  opoptio.  Ag
mAncwcovpe  Aowmdév  tov  Bpdvo NG  xdprtog  ue
EUMGTOCLVN, Yo va AdPovpe €ieog Kot vo Ppodue
xop». Kortdé&te avtd, «yiavo pog pondnoete oty dpa wov
€yovpe avaykny.

To o6popeo tpayovdt Aéel, "O Incovg vordleton otav 1M
Kapdld Hov movdel woAD yuo yopd 1 Tpayovdy, Kabog ta
Bapn méCovv kol ol avnovyies GTEVOX®POVVIOL KOl O
TPpOTOG KovpaleTar Kot pakpaivel; Q, vat, vordletar, EEpm
ot volaletar." AALG kaddTtepa omd T0 TPayovdl, o IIntep
eine «Pite 6AN cog Vv ayovio Tave Tov Yot vordleTot yuo
eodion. (1 Iétpov 5:7)

O Inoobg dev givor €dd onpepa KOTA GOPKOA Yo VO LE
ayKOAAoEL, va KpatnOel amd 1o xEPL LoV COUOTIKE OTIg
OKOTEWVEG VUYTEC KOL GOTOVLG TPOUOKTIKOVG  KAlpOLG.
Xaipouar mov dev eivor €0 kot clpke TOpo. Emeidn
éKave aUTO MOV EMPEME VO, KAVEL KOl 1 opoption QoG
apapétnke. Av fltav akdpo €60, Oa NTav Yoo TOV GKOTO
NG OmOYNG KO TG AmoAAaYNC TG opapTiog poc. Xaipopot
emiong mov dev eivar £d® Katd cdpko emedn eivar Tiow®
otV aifovca Tov Bpodvov Tov ovVpavoD Kol HEGOAUPEL Vi
enag evomov tov [atépa. Xaipopat, yiori tdpo. dgv givan
0, GUGKEVAGIEVOG GE GAPKO TEPLOPIGUEVT] OO TO YPOVO,
v tomobecia kot Tov ydpo. Mmopel va yvopilel kot va
avTIHETORILEL OA0 TOV TOVO, TOV TTOVO KO TIG OVAYKES LLOG
TAVTOYPOVA. AgV ¥PELIlETOL VO EILACTE GOV TOV AETPO 1) TOV
TweAOd Boptipaio 1 tov TopAd, dev  ypeldletal va
nwpoonafncovpe va pabovpe: Eivat o Incovg otn Noalapér;
Eivar 0o Incovg oty Kamepvaoovp; Eivar o Incotdg oty
lepovoarnp; Oého va tov dw. Eivar axpifdg exei, exel
OOV UTOPOVLE Va TOV ayyiovpe avd oo oTiyps.

Xoipopot wov dev gival €30 QLOIKG ETELON APNOE TGM TOV
évav «Ilapnyopnt», 1o Ayto [Ivevpa tov Bgov, Oy animg
v vo givon poll pog, oAAd yio vo (er péoa pog otov
avaTPEPOLHE o VEa dnuovpyia omd 1o Pantioue GToV
Xp1o106. To Ayio [Tvevpa mov Ler péoa pog pesoroPei otig
wpocevyég poag. To eddeo Popoiovg 8:26 Aéel, pog




The Words of Surrender

There had been hundreds, perhaps thousands, of crucifixions
in Jerusalem prior to the day that Jesus was crucified and
probably thousands after Jesus was crucified. So, it wasn't
just the fact that a man was being crucified. What made this
one so unusual is the man who was on the cross that day.

There was a tension in the air. There were huge crowds that
had flooded into the city of Jerusalem because it was
Passover. Frankly, things could very easily get in a state of
frenzy in Jerusalem during this time of year. There was an
explosive sort of mob psychology that was at work that
particular day. All morning long, the leaders had served as
cheerleaders. They were among the people yelling, "Crucify
him! Crucify him!" All the crowds were joining in. The
Roman soldiers were very much on alert that day. They had
seen crowds of Jews like this turn violent before, so they
were on their watch very carefully.

But now finally, Jesus is nailed to the cross. Some of the
uproar seems to have subsided just a little bit, but now really
strange things were beginning to happen. No one could quite
put their finger on it, but there was something strange about
what was going on, almost as if something was sneaking up
on you, and you didn't know what it is. You couldn't tell for
sure. Although it was high noon straight up and down, 12:00
in the middle of the day, it became dark; not just the kind of
darkness that we are accustomed to seeing when a bad storm
comes through during the day because it is still somewhat
light, but it’s pitch dark. It was the kind of dark that you just
can feel. It's like midnight when it's overcast and the moon
is not out, you can't see the stars and you're away from the
city lights. You literally have a difficult time even seeing the
hand in front of your face. It was that kind of dark in the
middle of the day.

It was the kind of heavy darkness you could almost feel, so
thick you could almost cut it with a knife. It was the kind of
dark that makes birds go and roost. It was the kind of dark
that makes soldiers light torches so they can see. It was the
kind of darkness that didn't go away quickly like an eclipse
would. But it lasted seemingly forever, three hours of
absolute total darkness. Things were more than unusual, a
strange, eerie and even frightening feeling.

Yet the amazing thing about these three hours is how briefly
each one of the writers of the gospel tells the story of what
was happening during the last hours of Jesus' life. The
Narrated Bible which F. LaGard Smith edited several years
ago has a marvelous way of putting the various accounts of
the gospel altogether so that they read as one narrative.
"From the sixth hour until the ninth hour, darkness came
over the land. About the ninth hour, Jesus cried out in a loud
voice, 'Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani?' which means, '‘My
God, my God, why have you forsaken me?' When some of

TPOGPEPEL GTEVAYUOVC TOV Ogv EEPOLUE KOV TS Vo
npocseépovpe. Middiel otov ITatépa yia Tig avaykeg Log Tov
dev Efpovue kav mdg vo {ntioovpe. Emopévog, otav
KAmo1og amd epds Epyxetan oTov Med e Tpocevyn, o Incoig
otov ovpavd pmopel va TowTioTel KOl Vo KOADWEL
omoladnmote avaykn £yovpe. Edv avtd dev €yel kavéva
vOnua yuo. €6GG, eival €MD gite dev €xete Yvopioel TOTE
Tov «bvBpmmo» Incov, ite emeldn dev €yete del mOTE TNV
TPOCELYN MG TNV evkKapia vo pAnoete poll Tov TpOcmTo
pe mpdsmmo. Mnv mpocevyecot Lévo, (Noe 6TNV TPOGELVYT).
Av1o givan po a&ioon epovtidag. ‘Evag cvyypaeéag eime
0tL T0 Alkvo ot Bnoieép amodeikviel 6t pbe 0 Bedc. O
otawpdg otov  [olyoBd amodewkvier Ot 0 ®gdg
EVOLOPEPETOL.

ZAKOGOV TO KOTGAVL TOV HOOMTOV e TO £V Kot TO Kpooi
ota yeiAn tov kot «Otav élaPe t0 moTo, 0 Incovg eine:
«Tekeiwoen. Me avtd vokAIBNKE Kot TapEdmae To Tveda
Touy. (Iodvvng 19:30) O Incovg énpene va IKOVOTOMGEL TIG
avayKeg TG avOp®TOTNTOC Y10 VO UTOPEGEL VUL IOYLPLIOTEL
ot eivon Oglkdc. Agv pmopovoe va eovasel Tig AéEelg
«Tekelwoe», €mg O6tov 1 avBpomvn  diyo  TOL
kavoromOnke kot vroydpnoe. Tt giko Exovue 6Tov INcov,
OAeG TIg apaptieg kot Tic OAIyelg pag va avté€ove. Amazing
Grace Lesson # 1255, Steve Flatt, 24 Maptiov 1996

Ta AdyLa TG Vikng

O William Henry Harrison, o évatog 7mpoedpog Tmv
Hvopévov TloMteidv, exQovnoe T  HEYOALTEPT
gvapktplo opidior mov €xel Kotaypapel. ‘Hrtav mdve amd
9.000 Aékewc. O Xdapioov mpémer vo NTOV  TPOUEPD
TEPNOOVOG YloL EKEIVI TNV opAia yloTi MTov éva Kpoo,
Bpoxepd mpowvd tov lavovopiov. ApviBnke va @opéoet
TOATO 1 va cuvtopevoet T d1evBvvon Tov. AQov Epeve o€
aVTEG TIC AOAEG cLVONKEG Yo 000 DpPEC, TPOoPANONKE amd
vevpovio kKot TEdave Aydtepo amd Eva unva opyotep.
Kdamowog eime, "Kovévag mpdedpog dev  eime moté
TEPLOCOTEPQ, KOl EKOVE AryoTEpQ”.

Topa avtimapafdrete ovtd pe avtd mov €kove o Inooig
OTOV KPEUOOE GE GLTOV TOV GTOVPO G £vav AOQO TOV
ovopdletan «l'oAyoBdcy. Ot dnlmoelc tov Nrov Alyec.

"Eyovue povo entd nyoypaenuéves. ‘Hrtav cvvropor. Ovte

pia givon Teplocotepes omd déka AEEELG OTO AyYAIKA. AALG
000 Afyot Kot GUVTOLOL KL AV TaV, OAN 1] aVIOTN T dAAAEE
Ao ot wov gine. Yrobétm OT1 O pmopovce Kaveic va met
«Kavévag dvBpomog dev eime moté AydTEpO. Kol £KOVE
MEPLGGOTEPAY.

H xoAdtepn and dreg T1g dnrodoeg Tov nTav ta Adya g
vikng: «Teleimoey. «Apyodtepa, yvopiloviag 6Tl OAa elyov
T éov olokAnpwbei, ko ywo va ekmAnpwbei n I'paer|, o
Incovg eine: «Awnydw». ‘Hrav exel éva Bdlo pe Evot, omdte




those standing there heard this, they said, he's calling for
Elijah. Later, knowing that all was now completed and so
that the scriptures would be fulfilled, Jesus said, 'l am
thirsty.' Immediately one of them ran and got a sponge. He
filled it with wine vinegar and put it on a stick and offered it
to Jesus to drink. And the rest said, 'Now, leave him alone
and let's see if Elijah will come and save him.' When he had
received the drink, Jesus said, ‘It is finished.' Jesus called out
with a loud voice, 'Father, into your hands I commit my
Spirit." With that he bowed his head and gave up his spirit.

“At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two
from top to bottom. The earth shook and the rocks split. The
tombs broke open and the bodies of many holy people who
had died were raised to life. They came out of the tombs.
And after Jesus' resurrection they went into the holy city and
appeared to many people. When the centurion and those
with him who were guarding Jesus saw the earthquake and
all that had happened, they were terrified and explained,
'Surely, this was the Son of God.'

Some women were watching from a distance, among them
were Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James and Joses
and Salome. In Galilee, these women had followed him and
cared for his needs. Many other women who had come up
with him to Jerusalem were also there. When all the people
who had gathered to witness the sight, saw what took place,
they beat their breast and went away. But all those who knew
him, including the women who had followed him from
Galilee, stood at a distance watching all these things.

During the last three hours of Jesus' life, from noon until
3:00 in the afternoon, Jesus said very little, but what he did
say is extremely important. The very last thing that Jesus
said was "Father, into thy hands I commit my spirit." The
very first word he said there is the word, "Father." What a
beautiful word that is. Throughout this long ordeal, and even
just prior to it, we see Jesus in very frequent communication
with his Father. Somewhere between the Upper Room and
the Garden of Gethsemane, Jesus says, "Father, the hour has
come." But notice how he addressed God: "Father, the hour
has come."

In his place of solitude, he prayed "Father, not my will but
thine be done." After he had been nailed on the cross, he
said, ""Father, forgive them for they know not what they do."
While shouldering our sins he said "My God, my God, why
have you forsaken me?" Finally, just before his death, he
said, "Father, into your hands | commit my spirit."

Throughout all these circumstances, no matter what they
were, Jesus never lost communication with his Father. He
was praying to his Father, talking to his Father, in union with
his Father and in communion with him. Except for that brief
moment when God turned his back on Jesus, and Jesus cried
out those words, "My God, my God, why have you forsaken
me?" Jesus never broke that communion with his Father.

povoKeEYaV £vo GEOLYYAPL GE 0LTO, £faANY TO GPOLVYYAPL
o€ £V, KOTGEvL TOL QUTOD VOOMTOL KOl TO CNKWGUV GTO.
xelln tov Incov. Otav éhafe 10 TOTO, 0 Incovg eine:
«Telelwoe. ' Me autd, £0KVYE TO KEQPAAL KOl TAPESMGE TO
mvedpa tovy. (Iodavvng 19:28)

Avtl m @paon Hog EPYETOL OTO OYYAMKO UE TPELG
Swapopetikég Aégeig: It—is—finished. AAALG otV apyikn
YA®GOGO, TNV EAMANVIKY, fitav puovo o AéEn: Tetelestai. To
Tetelestai Mrav o dvvary AéEn. Hrtav po moAv
KOTOANKTIKY @pdion mov €detyve OTL KTt elxe oAokAnpmBel
mmpws. Eivar amoidtog tekeiwpévo. Kdmowor voulav ot
VT YTV (o Kpowyn ardyvoong. O Incovg povalovtag,
"Q, tedeiwoe!" Agv frav. AALOL oKEPTNKAY OTL UTOPEL Vo
Ntav évag avaotevaypds avakodelons, «€2y, Teelmoey.
Agv tav ovte avtd. Eipon meneiopévog 6t avty NTav pio
AEEN OpauPov, Oyt Tpaywdiag. Avtn Moy o AEEN
ayoAAioong, oyt Oprvov. Avti NTav pa Kpawyn vikng, oyt
pia kpowyn andyvoons. Mdaiota, Ba propovce va povaset
«Teteheotan!» TEAEIQXE!

T telelwoe OUOC;

1. To emiyelo €pyo tov Incov teleimoe. Eivar moAd mio
€0KOAO VO, EEKIVIOELG KATL TOPE VO TO TEAEIDOELS, £TCL OEV
elvay; Eite pildte ywa éva €pyo, éva mruyio koheyiov, vav
yauo, uio déopevon, po {on, otdnmote GAAO: eival TOAD
o gVKkoAo va Egkvnoete mapd vo, teleidoete. [ avtd
dtvovpe avtopolBég poévo oe O6covg TEAEUDGOLV. Agv
PAémete  pmhovldkie mov  ypdpovv «Eekivroa TOV
Moapobmvio g Bootdvng», étor, Kaveic dev maipvel
Simiopa v mpdT pépa 010 oyoieio. Agv maipvere To
YPLGO POAOL OTIC OpYEG TOL JEVTEPOL UV OTN VEL OOG
dovAeld. EmiPpafedecar otav teleiwoels. Etukpvd, ot
TEPLOGCOTEPOL amo ENAC dvoKolevouaoTE  Va
0AOKANPOCOVUE OVTO TTOV EEKIVICALE, OALAA Oyl 0 Incovg.

"Htav teheiotg.

Avt n AéEn, «Tetedleotaw, ypnoyomoteitoan GAAEC TPELG
©opég oto evayyéMo tov lmdvvn Ko TG TPES (POpPEg
npoépyetal anmd ta xeidn Tov Incov. «H tpoen povy, gine o
Incovg «elvar vo kve to BEANUO. ekeivov OV pe E0TEIAE
Kol vo TeEheidom to €pyo tov.y (lodvvng 4:34) «<Eyw
paptopia wo Poptd ond ovt) tov lodvvn. T'a to ido to
épyo mov o O Iatépoac pov £dmwoe va TEAEIDNo®, oVTO TOV
Kavm, paptopel 6ti o Motépag pe éotetre.» (Imdvvng 5:36)
Avtog 0 GvBpmmog Aéel amd vopig OTL gipon EToog val
0AOKANPOO® aVTO oL EEKivnoa.

Alyeg dpeg mpv mhel 6T0 oTAVPO, EIVOL GE TPOCELYN LE TOV
Motépa tov wou eime: «Xog €dwoo d0&a ot N
olokAnpavovtacy» (vmdpyxet avty N AéEn, Tetelestai)
«OLOKANPOVOVTOG TO £pY0 oV pov dwcate (Iodvvng 17:4)
Qpeg apyotepa, ovAlel evad kKpéUetal amd T, YEPLA TOV:
«Tekeiwoe.» (Imdvvng 19:30) Otav o Incovg pbe oe owty
™ N, 0ev Npbe pe Toyaio Tpocéyyion "metate and ™ Oéon
Tov mavteloviov cog". Elxe ocvykekpiyuévo oyédio. Héepe
axpifmg T €npene va yivel. I'vopile tig mpoonteieg mov




Unlike Jesus it doesn't take much of a distraction to get us
off track for a day or a week or longer, to distract us and our
attention away from Father, from the way God blesses us.
We tend to forget to pray "God, thank you for taking care of
me" or "God, thank you for doing this in my life." We're so
easily distracted, but not Jesus. Regardless of the
circumstances, Jesus was always in communion and
communication with his Father.

Then Jesus said, "Father, into your hands..." For the last
twelve hours, Jesus had been in the hands of others who had
abused him. They had plucked his beard, stricken him in the
face, brutally smashed him about the neck and the body and
taken a crown made of long thorns and pressed that down
onto his scalp and into his brow. They had abused him
terribly. But now he is finally in the hands of his Father. He
is no longer in the hands of those who brutalized him, but
it's into your hands, Father, that | commit my spirit. He was
embraced now by the loving arms of God where there would
be safety and comfort and acceptance. | can't help but think
there are times when perhaps we feel persecuted or
brutalized or lonely or whatever our situation might be. But
just to know that we can be in the hands of God, not in the
hands of those who would mistreat us or even in our own
hands is a comforting thought.

Jesus also said: "l commit." "Father, into your hands |
commit my spirit." In the original language "commit,"
meant to deposit or to lay aside. In other words, nobody took
Jesus' life away from him. He had said that even before his
crucifixion. He said, "I lay down my own life. Nobody takes
my life from me." Voluntarily, Jesus laid down his own life
for you and for me. Jesus had done everything the Father
had asked him to do. "It is finished." Jesus had become the
propitiation for our sins, the atoning sacrifice. Jesus had
become the satisfaction that God demanded for the sins of
the world deflecting God’s wrath from us. It was finished
Jesus offered himself as a substitute for us. (1 John 2:1-2)

It can really be outlined this way:

1. We've got a problem — we are sinners condemned to
death

2. There's a solution — a sacrifice without blemish, sinless,
was required

3. There's a result — Jesus offered his own sinless life shed
his own blood and satisfied God's demands for
reconciliation.

Jesus said "Into your hands, Father, I commit my spirit."
Almost ten centuries earlier David said the same thing but
added a request “Into your hands I commit my spirit; redeem
me, O LORD, the God of truth.” (Psalms 31:5) It is a
statement of surrender. That's what Jesus had done
throughout his whole earthly life. He trusted God and had
surrendered his life in total submission to God Almighty.
Jesus knew with great confidence that resurrection and glory
awaited him.

énpene va ekTANP®OOVV, TOVG AVOPEC TOL EmMPEmME Vo
EKTOOEVTOVY, TO. BadpaTo TOV £NPENE VA YIVOUV Kol TO
uvope ov Enperne vo petadobel. Eime, 1 SovAeld pov givan
va Kave to 8EANHa Exetvov mov e éotetie Kot Bo TEAEIDOoMm
ot TO £pYO.

O Aoyoc mov 1dc0ol ool GvBpmmol aicBdvovtal TG0
aveknmAnpotor ot (on, 1660 amoyontevpévolr, TOGO
dvotoyiopévol, glvar 0Tt omAd dev  akolovBovuv TO
mapadelypa Tov Incod. Aev Exovv oyédlo Lmng. Kovnyodv
Kd0e ovpdvio T6&o, kébe TNyN oTiypaiog kavomoinong Kot
nivouv amd kdbe moiva avayvyns. Oumg pévovv povipmg
dwyaopévol. O Incovg, avtibeta, sime 6TL 0EA® Vo pabm T1
0éker o TTatépag pov va kéve kot Bo 1o kédve péypt va to
Tereldom. AvBpomol, autd eivar To 310 pooTikd yo TV
ekmAnpwon otn {o1 cag. Eipocte o€ ovt ™ yn v Tov id10
axpifmg okomd Tov NTav €6m o Incovc. Eipoote edm yio va
oépovpe d0Ea otov [atépa. Avtd umopel va cag ekminéet,
oAAG Bo To meTvYOLUE AKPIPDS pe TOV 1010 TPOTO. Bt TO
TETVYOVLE AMTAMG VAAKOLOL, TYOIVOVTOC GUUPBOAIKA GTOV
dwd pog otawpd KOl GOPNVOVIOG TOV E€0VTO LG VO
otowpmbel yioo va pmopéost o ®gdg va (noet kol va
PBactiéyer péoa pog.

Av16 10 TeAevTOio glvar To T dHokolo mpdypa. Kdmotot
and ecdc potite «Ilog 1o khvete owto; Ilog mapapévere
mapokwnuévor, Tog éxeig to 0appog va tpé€eic oAdKAN PO
ToV ay®va NG CoNg LEYPL TN YPOLUN TEPUATICHOV KoL VAL TO
Kévelg kaAd;» Ag eEetdoovpe T popdleton poll pog M
BiBAoc oyetikd pe 10 puotikd tov Incov.

«Ag xourdéovpe o pdTio pog otov Incov,0 «ovyypapiag
Ko (Oeite ™ AEEN) «TEAEIOTG TG TOTNG LOC, TOV Y10 TN
xopb mov elye Umpootd TOL LREPEWVE TOV  GTAVPO,
TEPLPPOVMVTOAG TNV VIPOTN TOov Ko kébioe ota de€ld tov
Opovov tov Oegovn (Efpaiovg 12 :2) Mag Aéel g va
tereimoovpe! Na tdg teheldvoule, kKottdue tov Incov. [Tov
xottovoe o Incovg; "H yopd mov otdbnke pumpootd tov
VIEPEVE TOV OTOWPO", WO0DoE TNV VIPOm, OAAL TNV
népaoe. [oti; Eneldn néepe axpifog omd tnv dAin mAevpd,
enpodketo va KoBotav ota de€ld tov Bpdvov Tov Bgov
€YOVTag 0MGCEL TOV TPOTO GToV AvOpOTO Vo, cuuerMmBel
poli tovg. Awatnpodue TNV €0TIOGY, HOG OTO OV
myoaivovpe. e pio moyn| g GUeEST S tKavomoinong émov
Oélovpe otiypaio wcovomoinom, Tpénet va Buoudpocte 0TI
avTopolPn pog eivatl 6Tny alovioTnTa.

Taopa unv tapeényndeic. Aev Ba dAhala ™ ypiotiovikny {on
pe timota yotl Kafdg EMOIOKOVUE VO EKTANPOGOVLE TOV
OKOTO MOC KOL VO TEAELOCOVLUE TOV aydvo O ®egdg
kapmopopel ot (on poc. Ta €yovpe peietnoel ovtd:
Avyamn, yopd, €pnvn, VIOUOVY, Kol Ol EVvEX KAPTOi TOL
nvedpotog omd v Ilpog F'ordtag 5. Kaveig dev umopei va
ToVg PLdcet otov 1010 Pabud ormg Evag Xpiotiavoc.




It was over. He had accomplished everything God had asked
him to do. The full payment for our sin debt had been paid.
Jesus, our atoning sacrifice, had made it possible for us to
be reconciled to God. Perhaps we can now better understand
what John meant when he said "For God so loved the world
that he gave his only begotten son that whosoever believeth
in him should not perish, but have everlasting life."

We must commit. We must endure. We must commit our
lives to him. “Or don't you know that all of us who were
baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? We
were therefore buried with him through baptism into death
in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through
the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life. If we
have been united with him like this in his death, we will
certainly also be united with him in his resurrection. For we
know that our old self was crucified with him so that the
body of sin might be done away with, that we should no
longer be slaves to sin because anyone who has died has
been freed from sin. Now if we died with Christ, we believe
that we will also live with him.” (Romans 6:3-8) We must
also stay focused and faithful. “Therefore, since we are
surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw
off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily
entangles, and let us run with perseverance the race marked
out for us. Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and
perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before him endured
the cross, scorning it's a shame, and sat down at the right
hand of the throne of God. Consider him who endured such
opposition from sinful men, so that you will not grow weary

and lose heart." (Hebrews 12:1-3) Amazing Grace #1256 Steve
Flatt, March 31, 1996

Yrdpyet Opoc kot 1 GAAN 6y owtod tov vouiouatoc. To
va gipaote akdAovBot tov Xp1otol Ba £xel amoutioelg 6T
{on poc. ®a amoitioet Bvuoieg edv 1 foOATA pag pe Tov Ogod
glvar yviola ko pog Aéet TG KAVOLLEAVTIUETOTIGTE QUTY
M Bvoia, ™ {fon ko Tig evoyrnoeig g {ong. «l'
yopd Tov &iye WUmMPOGTE TOVL, VMEUEWVE TOV GTOLPO
TEPLPPOVMVTAG TNV VIPOTH Kol TdPo. kaBeTat ota de€1d Tov
Bpdvou Tov Becovy. (EPpaiovg 12:2)

Kdmolol amd €cdg giote ota mpdBuvpa v o TOPATCETE.
Kdanowot and eobig mov peletdre avtd 1o pddnpa pmropet vo
elote oto TpoBupa va eykatarelyete 1o vmovpyeio, apyilete
va vidbete amoyontevon kat iomwg eaiveton dxapmo. Eicot
daokarog g Bifiov mov avapwtiétat, Oa mpémel amidg va
T TOPATNOELS ENEWDT OKEPTECAL «Agv O TA KOTAPEP® [LE
kavévay podnt;» Eilote mpocwnikdg epyalduevoc e tov
0o tpémo; Mnmwg xdmool and €04G OKEPTEGTE V.
gykotaieiyere 10 yapo oag MNTmg KAmowol amd €6Ag
OKEPTEDTE, OeV EEPM AV B0l KPUTNG® 0VTO TO EKKANGLOGTIKO
VAMKO;»

Mnopd va c0G dMo® Mo [WKPN omd TS KOADTEPES
ouppovréc; Koita mod koita&e o Incovg. Emkevipmbeite
Eavd oy aoviotnTo. "AvTog 0 KOGUOG deV Elval TO GTiT
pov, gipon amimg éva mépacua. O Onoavpdc pov Ppicketan
Kkdmov mépa amd To Yorallo." Edv dev 1o miotebeTe awtod, Hal
dvokolevteite moTé Vo, tedeiwoete T {on, gine o [TadvAog
«...TNV KOTAAANAN otypn Ba Bepicovpe pio codeld av oev
ta mopatioovpue». (FoAdteg 6:9) Mnv 1o mopatds.
Teteheotdi. O Incotg tekeimaoe 10 £pyo Tov.

To oyédwo eayopdc orokAnpdbnke. HEepe 0TL TO GYEd0
g ATpwong elxe tehermdosl. Avty 1 AéEn, «Tetéhestan
givar o evdtagépovoa AEEN. Xpnoomotndnke cuyvd tov
TPOTO oldve pe gumopikn évvow. o mapdderypo, ov
KAmolog €iye évo SAVEID OV OMOLTOVGE OOGELS, OVTOG O
Gvtpag umopel vo pmel TNV TEAELTOiC UépA KOl Vol
YOOTOVKICEL OVTO To Alyo ypNUOTO Kol v TEL,
«Tetéheotar, 1tekeimoe, eEopindnke, é£€ywve. Kor o
SOVEIGTNC TOV KOLTOVGE KoL TOV EAgye «auyyapnthpla! Otav
0 Inootg pmvale, «Teteleotdy, 6Ao1 6GOL NTOV YOP® OO
tov otoawpd BOa elyav kével ovtdv 1oV cvoyetioud.
[Minpdbnke, tereimoe. Ti 7TAnpdVETOL, TL TANPOVETOL
mpog H andvinon eivar n mAnpoun yio mv apoptiao, 1
ayopa g AVTP®OTG.

Iaog axkppag ayopoace o Inocovg ™ Adtpwon pog; Ilog
Aerrovpyel awtd;

H amaitnon tov vopov ftav Ot 6motog audptnve Oa
wéOave. Avti Ntav n katdpa tov vouov. Topa Buundeite
™ AéEN «mebdvoy onuaivel xowpiopog. Av apaptdvel, o
yopileoar cdvia omd Tov Ogd. Avtdc fTav o Tpdmog Tov Hal
Aertovpyovoe. Kdamolog Oa £mpene va pmel Kot vo. aKupmCEL
avTo TO YPEOG, VO, TO GPNOEL, VA TO TANPMGEL. ATd TNV apyN
oL YPpOVOL, 0 Bedg Opioe OTL Empeme voL YiveL Lo oot pn
Bvoia. Asv Epo yuwti, Bo potioovpe tov Ogd Otav




@TacOoLLLE 6TOV TOPAdelso. 'Exovpe kamoteg evoeitels. Mag
Aéve 611 M (on etvan oto aipo. H apaptio eivor Bdvatog. n
Con axvpovel Tov BAavato, Tov Bo Tav 1 TAnpoun. Experne
va. glvol TANPOUN OLOTOS Y10 VO POLPEGOVLLE TIG CLULOPTIEG
HLOG.

Taopa v owdveg o Ogog iye emtpéyel 10 aipa {Owv,
KPLopLov, Tadpov, KOTGIKIOV Kot SpaAIdnV, ©g GLLPBOAKN
TANPOUN Yo EKEtVN TNV apapTio. AAAY «Elval 0dVVITOV TO
aipo TV TOOpOV KOl TOV KOTGIKOV VO  0QalpECEL
apaypatikd apaptieey. (EBpaiovg 10:4) Oyi, av n apaptio
pog expoketto vo agoapedel Toté, n Bucia Tov Bo TApwve
EMOPKOG YU avTV Ko o akbpwve to ypéog Ba Empene va
mnpol tpia kprmpa: 1) Oa énpene va givor avOpdmivr). 2)
Ba émpene va elvar avapdptnto kot 3) Ba énpene va Coet
KGT® amd 10 VOHo, ue tov moAd Nopo tov Mwvon va
ekminpovel télelo Kabe mOVTo Ko Titho. «AAAG Otav
£€QTacE 0 KOPOG, 0 edg €oteile Tov Y10 TOV, YEVVIUEVO
Ao Yuvaika, YEVVILEVO KAT® amd TO VOULO, Y10 VO, AVTPADGCEL
QVTOVG OV NTAV KAT® OO TO VOO, Yo va AdPfovue Ta
mmpn dwoidpate og yiow. (Faidteg 4:4) Emopévag, M
Buoia émpene va givor avBpomivn kot vo yevvn el kdto and
70 vopo. O Incovg mAnpovce Kot To. Tpic CVTE KPLTHPL.

«Emopévag, dev vmapyel Tdpa KOTAdIKN Yo EKEivovg OV
glvon ev Xprotd Inoov, yati pécw tov Xpiotov Incov o
vopog tov Ilvevpartog e {ong pe anehevdépwoe amd T0
vopo G apoptiog Kot Tov BavaTov. arodvvauoévos and
Vv apapTeA ebon", (koita avtd) "O Bedc Ekave £o0TElE
TOV O1KO TOv Y10 UE TNV OUOOTNTO TOV OCUOPTMOAOD
avBpodToL Mg TPpocPopd yia apaptia. Kot étotl Katadikaoce
NV opopTi oTOV QUOPTOAO GvOp®TO, TPOKEWEVOL VO
yivouv o1 Oilkoleg OMOITACEL TOL VOUOL UTOpEL Vo
ovvovtnOel TAfpog péoa pacy. (Popaiovg 8:1-4)

EXevbepaobnkape and v apaptio kot Tov 0avoto exeldn o
®ebdc éotelle TOV OIKO TOL YIO WE TNV OUOLOTNTO TOV
APLOPTOAOD avOpdTOL Yo va gival 1 TPOGPOPAE LG Y10 TV
apoptio, MOTE Ol OIKAIEG OMALTICEL TOV VOLOV VO LTOPOVV
va ekmAnpwbodv péoa pog. Ilapatnpnote 611 ypaoest
"cuvavtinke péoa pog" oyt "ocuvavthiinke and epdg". Agv
UTOPOVE VO avTATOKPLHOVUE GTIG AULTIGELS TOL VOLOU.
Kaveig 0ev umopovee ektog amod tov Incov.

To peyaddtepo PEPOG TOL OOV TPAYUATOG Yo HEVA gival
otov otiyo Tpio, OvTA M TEAELTOIC YPAUUN TOL OTiYOv,
«Kotadikace v aupoptic 6TovV auopTOAO GVOPOTOR.
Eépeig L héel autd; Ot 6tav 0 Oedg pe kortalet, apopToAo,
0AAG Evov apapToAd TTov gival v Xplotm, XpioTiovo, dev
ue korralel kat Aéet «Xe KoTadkalm, opaptoréy. Avtifeta,
«Kotadwdalel tnv apoptio 6Tov apoptoro avipwmo». Aéet
OTL KaTadtKALm TNV apapTic 6ov, PAlm TV apaptio. 6oV 6To
oTOVPO KOl € APNVE va EYXELS TN dikalocvvn Tov Incov."”
Tetelestai. Onwg Aéer ko 10 Tpayovdt, "O Incodg ta
TANPWOoE OAa, OO o€ aLTOV T Ypwotdw. H apaptio siye




APNOEL U0 KOTAKOKKIVN KNAida. 10 émAvve AGTPO oav TO
KLOVL).

H ddvoun g Bvnrdmrag eiye teleinoet. O euoikog exdpog
g avBpomotTag gival o Bdvartog, étot dev elvar; Kdmotog
gine: «O avBpomog BéAel va elvar gutuylopévog, aAld o
GvOpm7og dev Umopei va etvat ELTVYICUEVOC Y10TL KAVEL VTO
axpifmg mov dev Oéhel, mebBaivewy. Avtd meprypdpel To
HeYoADTEPO PEPOG TG avBpTdTTAS.

[Moceg popéc mpoomabovpe va avapdiovue tov Bdvaro;
[T6ceg popéc mpoomabovue Vo amo@OYOVLE OVTO TO TEPAS;
[16ceg Popég yopevove YOP® TOL KOl TPOGTOOVHACTE OTL
dev eivan exel; [Ipoomabodpe vo to mdoovpe, oAAG TEMKE
OAOL KATOANYOVHE GTO AoQLKTIKO ToL. Exym vrépoya véa! O
Incovg éomace tov acpukTiKd KAo0. O Incovg dev Knpvée
TOTE KNoelo. TNV TPOYHOTIKOTNTO, 0 Inooldg pmépdeye
KkG0e knoeia mov mapevpébnke moté. Bpnvodoay yo TNV
Kopn tov ldpov kol poAGg v elye eépel and Tov TAPO.
Odnyovoav tov Yo g yNpag EEm and to Nailv. ATimg Tov
ékove vo onkobel. Téooepic uépeg €xAaryov yuo Tov
AdaCapo. O Inoovg eine "Kvinoe v nétpa micw. Adlape
éo éEw." O Inoovg katéotpeye Kabe knodeio mov
TapeLPEONKE TOTE.

Y1ic Tpelg nuépeg mov mephapuPavay tov Bdvato kot tnv
avaoTtacn Tov, apaipeoe Tov Bavato amd kdbe dSvvaun Tov.
"AMG 0 Xp1oTOG avaoTHONKE TPAYIOTL At TOVE VEKPOUG,
0l TPMOTOL Kopmol TV Kekownuévov. Emedn, aeod o
Bavotog Mpbe péom evog avBpomov, M avdotaon TV
vekpmv épyetol emiong uéom evog avBpmmov. Mati o0mmg
otov Addu 6ot mebaivovy, €tot kot otov O Xpiotog Oa
Covtavéyel Olot, aAld o Kabévog pe TN oOEpd TOv: O
Xp1o10¢, Ol TPMOTOL KOpToi- HeTd, 6tav £pbel, ekeivol mov
Tov avikovwy. (1 Kopwbiovg 15:20)

Otav éfyarav to dyvyo ochpe tov Incod and tov atavpd
ekeivo to amdysvpo ¢ Iapackevne, to tonobémoav ot
évav davewkd taeo. ['vopiloviag Toug 1oyvpIopods Tov OTL
enEoTPEPE 0T {ON Kol Pofovpevol Tovg 0mTadovg Tov, Ol
OTPOTIOTEG KOANGOV L TETPO, GTOV TAPO, TOV GPPAYIoUV
Kot tomofEnoav epovpd Yupw tov. Opme, dev uropodoav
VO GLYKPATACOVV TOV 6topo NG Longc. Exeivo 1o mpwi tng
Kvprokne 1 Mapia kot ot GAAeG yovaikeg fTav ekel Otav
Exeivog, n Lo, eixe Eeondoel. 'Hrtav o mpdtog kapmog. O
TPMOTOG OV OVOOTNONKE amd TOLG VEKPOLG, Yol Vo, PNV
Eavamedaver moté. Otav Eavdpbet, 6ot 6601 Egovv TTeblvel
uéca tov, Oa Pyovv omd tov Tdeo e Eva véo, debapto kal
deBapto coua. «Otav 1o POapTO Exel vIvbel e to apbapTo,
Kol 7o BvnTo pe v abavacia, Tote Oa yivel TpaypoatikotnTo
70 pNTo OV eivan ypappévo: «O Bdvartog kataPpoydictnke
ot vikn. ITov givai, ® 0dvato, n vikn cov;

IModid, otav o Incovg eime, "Tetrereotdn! Tereiwoe!"
uetétpeye tov 0avorto amd évov amvduevo AaKKo Gg pauTa
€E6dov, Bydlovtag pog amd Evav dpopo kot Baloviag pog oe
évav kaAvtepo. O TpOTOg UE TOV 01010 OVTETORILOVE TO




0dvato eivon to t€0T 0EEOC, TO AMOAVTO UETPO TNG TIOTNG
poc. ‘Exete avtd to €idog miotng, awtd to  €idog
EUMIGTOCLVNG, 0Tl 0 Bgdg Ba cog onkdoel and VT
okovn; Mnopel — pmopeite va Pacioteite og ovtd yotl
£€0TOGE TO OOQLKTIKO TOV Bavdtov Kol EMEGTPEYE Yo Vo
unv mebaver toté Eava. Exel tedeiwoet. Topa e&aptdron amd
€00C!M&On o #1257 Steve Flatt, 7 Anpihiov 1996

Ta Adyla thG napadoong

Elyav yivel ekatovtdoeg, iowmc yAbodes, oTOVPOGELS GTNV
Iepovoarnp mpwv omd v Nuépa Tov otavpddnke o Incoig
Kol Tavmg YIAMAdEG PETA TN oTawpman Tov Incov. Apa,
dev Ntav povo to yeyovog OtL €vag GvTpag oTavpdOnKe.
Av106 oV 10 éKOVE TOGO acVVNBIGTO gival 0 AvOpTOG TOV
NTAV 6TO GTOVPO €KLV TNV MUEPOL.

Yrnpye évtaon otov aépa. YmMpyov tepdotia mANnon mov
glyav minuuopioet oty TOAN g lepovcainu emeldn Nrav
[Maoya. Evukpvad, ta mpdypato 6o propocay moid evkoi
VO UTOVV GE KOTAGTACT (pevitidag otnv lepovocainu avtn
NV €MOYN TOL YPOVOL. YTNpye £€vo. EKPNKTIKO €I00g
yuyohoylag Tov GyAov OV MTOV OTN JOVAEW ekeivn
ovykekpuévn pépa. Olo 1o mpwi, or opynyol seiyav
vanpemoet o¢ palopétes. Hrav avapeoa 6tov KOGHO oL
oavale: «Ztavpwcé tov! Ola to TAN0N coppeteiyav. Ot
Popaiol otpotinteg tav moAD G€ EMPLANKY EKEIVN TNV
nuépa. Eiyav der mindn Efpaiov 6mmg avtd va yivovral
Plowo ot0 TAPEABOV, YU owTO TopakoiovBovcay TOAD
TPOGEKTIKA.

AMG Tpa TEMKA, 0 INcoUg gival KapemUEVOS 6TO GTAVPO.
Kémolog and tov odho paiveTar va £yl VTOY®PNGEL Alyo,
aArG Topo. apyilov va coppaivouv Tpoyuatikd mepiepya
apayuoto. Koveic dev pmopovce vo, farel To dayTOAd TOV
v o aVTO, OAAG VINPYE KATL TEPiEPYO GE QVTO OV
ouvéParve, oxeddv Gov KATL Vo o€ 0KAYE KPLQO Kol OEV
néepec Tt gival. Agv umopoOoEG va, TELG UE GLyovupld. Av kot
Nrav peonuépt katevbeiov mivo-kato, 12:00 otn puéomn g
NUEPOS, £Yve GKOTAdL OYL amA®G TO €100¢ TOL GKOTAOIOD
mov &yovpe cvvnbicel va PAémovpe dtav EEoTA Lo Kok
KoTalyido KoTd T S1apKeLd TG NUEPOG EMEDN EIVOL OKOUA
KOmmg ehappo, dALd givor oxotddl. ‘Hrtav to €idog tov
0KOTad0L 7OV amAd pmopeils va vimoels. Eivor cav ta
UEGAVLYTA OTAV £XEL GUVVEPLE Kat TO QEYYAPL dev givarl €,
dev PAERELS Ta 0O0TEPLOL KO €l0OL LOKPLY amTd TO QOTA TNG
wOANG. Kuplodektikd SUGKOAELEGAL QKOO KOl VO OELS TO
YEPL UTPOOTA 6TO TPOSHOTO cov. ‘Htav 1060 6k0TddL 6T

HEoN TG NUEPOLS.

'Htav to Papd oxotddl mov oyeddv aicbavdécovv, 1660
TUKVO OV UTOPOVGEG GYEOOV VO TO KOWELS [e Eva poryaipt.
"Htav 1o €ido¢ Tov 0K0Tad100 TOV KAVEL TO TOVALYL VO, TAVE
kot vo, Eekovpaotovv. ‘Htav 10 €idog Tov 6K0TAd100 TOV
KAVEL TOVG GTPATIDTEG VAL AvAPoVY SASEC Y10 VO, UTOPOLV VO,
BAémovv. ‘Htav 10 €idog tOov 0KOTOVG OV OV EPEVYE




ypRyopa Ommg o EkAsnym. Opme KpATNoe QOIVOUEVIKA Y10,
TAVTO, TPELG MPES amdlvTov okoTove. Ta TpdypaTa oV
KATL TOpamdve omd acvvidiota, Eva TEpiepyo, ATOKOGLO
KOl LOAGTO TPOUAKTIKG cuvaicOnpo.

Q61660, TO EKTANKTIKO UE OVTEG TIG TPEIS MPEG Eival TOGO
GUVOTTIKA 0 KoBEvag amd Tovs cuyypageis Tov Evayyeiiov
agnyeitat v wotopia Tov Tt cLVEPave TIC TEAEVTAIES DPES
mg Cong tov Incod. H Aoenynuévn Biprog mov
eneéepydotnke o F. LaGard Smith mpv amd apketd ypdvia
éxet évav Bavpdolo tpdémo vo ocvvBéter TIg O1dpopeg
apnynoelgc tov Evayyeliov ovvoAikd £€tol ®ote va
Swpalovror og (o aprynon. "ATo Ty KT dpa PEXPL TNV
évatn opa, T0 6KOTAdL émece mhve ot Y. Ilepimov v
évartn opa, o Incodg pdvate pe duvatm emvr|, "EAdt, EAdt,
Adpo capmoytavy" Tov onuaivel, "Ogé pov, € pov, yoti
pe eyxotéreweg" Otov kdmolor amd ekeivovg mov
otékovtoyv €kel To dxkovoav, simav, koAgl tov HAla.
Apyotepa, yvopilovioag 0Tt Oda giyav olokAnpwbei Ko yio
va ekmAnpobodv ot ypoaeéc, o Incovg sime: «Awydoy.
Apéong évag and avtovg £Tpele Kol Tpe Eva cQovyydpt.
To yéuioe pe E0ot kpao1ob kot to EPaie og Eva VA0 kal TO
Tpocpepe 6Tov Incov va 1o miel. Kot o1 vrdrowmot eimav:
«Todpa, apnoé Tov novyo kot ag dovpe av Ba £pBet o HAlag
va tov owcew. Otav éhafe 10 m0OTO, 0 Inoovg eine:
«Tekeimoey. O Incovg pavae pe dvvarn eovn: «Iatépa,
ota yépra 6ov apadidow To [Tvedpa povy. Me avtd éokvye
TO KEPAAL KOl TOPESWGE TO TVEVLLA TOV.

«Exetvn m oty To mTopaméTace Tov vaod oKIGTNKE 6T
Vo amd mhve péxpt kdtw. H yn oeiomke xor ot Bpdyot
okiotnkoyv. Ot Téeot Gvol&oy Kol To GMOUTO TOADY ayiny
avOporev wov siyav mebavel avaotnOnkav. Bynkov amd
Tovg Tdpove. Kat petd v avdotacn tov Incod nryav otnv
1EpN TOAN Kot EQEAVIGTNKAY € TOAAOVG avOpdmovg. Otav
0 gKaTdVTap)og Kot 6cot pali Tov oAayav Tov Incov gidav
ToVv oelopd ko Oha 6ca eiyov cupPetl, TpopokpoaTOnKay Kot
e&nynoav: «AceaAmg, avtdc NTav 0 Y10G Tou Ogovy.

Kémoeg 7yuvaikeg mopakolovbovcav amd andotoom,
avauesd tovg Ntav n Mapio 1 Moaydainvr, n Mapia 1
untépa tov lakdpov kot tov lwon kot n ZaAodun. Xt
Foddaio, avtég o yvvaikeg tov eiyov akoAiovdncet kot
opovtilav yuo T1g avaykeg Tov. [ToArég dAheg yovaikeg mov
glyav €pbet pali tov oty lepovcarinu Ntav eniong kel
Otav 6A0¢ 0 KOGUOC OV giye ovYKeEVIPmOEL yio va, del TO
O¢apa, €ide T €yve, yTOMNOE T0 GTHOOG TOLG KOl EPUYALV.
‘O)lot 6umg 6601 ToV YV pLlay, CUUTEPIAUUPOVOUEVOY TOV
YOVOIK®V OV TOV glyav akoAovOnoel amd 1t ['odhaio,
OTEKOVTOV OO LLOKPLY Kol TopakoAovBovoay Olo avTd.

Kotd ) dudpkela Tmv teEdevtainy Tpidv opodv e Long Tov
Incov, and 10 peonuépt péxpr 11g 3:00 T0 amdyeLUO, O
Inocovg gine moAd Alya, aAAd avtd Tov gime sivon eEaipeTikd
onuovtikd. To televtaio mpdyua mov gime o Incovg Nrav
«Jlatépa, ota ¥épla cov mopadidm to Tvevpo povy. H
npotn AN mov eime exel elvar m AéEn «llatépagy. Ti
opopen AEEn eivar owtr. Xe OAN avt T UoKpd doKipaGcia,




Kol aKOuN Kot Alyo pv amd avtryv, BAémovpe Ttov Incob oe
oAV ovyvy emkowwvia pe tov Ilatépa tov. Kdamov
avaueoa oto Ave Aopdtio kot tov Knmo g ['eBonuavig,
o0 Incovg Aéet: «llatépa, NpBe n dpor. Ipocélte dpme g
anevBuvOnke otov Oco: «Ilatépa, Npbe 1 dpay.

2tov 1010 TG povaélig tov, Tpocevyotay «Ilatépa, oyl 0
0éAnud pov oAAG To S1KO Gov va Yivewy. Aoy Kappminke
otov otavpd, eine: «l[lotépa, ovyy®peoé Tovg Yot dev
E€pouv T1 KAvouvy. Eved emouldtay Tig apoptieg pog ime
«g€ pov, O pov, yoti pe eykatélewyeg» Teikad, Aiyo
npw mebdvel, eime: «lldtep, ota yépro cov mapadidw To
TVEVLLOL LLOLY.

Xe Oleg aTEG TIG cLVONKES, aveEAPTNTA OO TO TOLES NTOY,
0 Incotg dev éyooce moté ™V emucowvovia pe tov Tlatépa
tov. IIpocevyotav otov atépa tov, provoe otov [atépa
Tov, og evotnra pe tov Iatépa Tov kou og Kowvavio pali
Tov. Extog and exeivn m cOvioun otiyun mov o @edc yopioe
v TAGTN Tov otov Incov, kol o Incodg pavate avtd ta
Aoy, "®eé pov, Mg pov, yati pe eykatédenyes;” O Incovg
dev dlékoye ToTé avTn TV Kowovia e tov [atépa Tov.

Xe avtifeon pe tov Incov, dev yperdletal moAl amodcmooT
NG TPOGOYNG Y10 VO oG PYAAEL EKTOC TPOYLAS YLOL Ll LEPOL
N ue efoopdado N mEPLGGOTEPO, YO, VO OMOGTAGEL TNV
TPOCOYN LOG KoL TNV TPOSoYN Hog pakpld oo tov [atépa,
a0 TOV TPOTO LE TOV 0To10 pag EvAoYEl 0 Bedg. Exovpe tnv
Tdon va Egxvaue vo, Tpocevyouoote «Oeé, 6E EVYUPIOTM
OV UE PPOVTICES) 1| «Ogé, GE €LYOUPIOTA TOL TO EKOVEG
auto ot (N povy. Mog amoomdTol T0G0 VKoAN, OAAL Oyt
0 Incovg. AveEdpmra amod TG TEPLGTAGELS, 0 Incovg fTav
ThvTo 6€ Kowvmvia kot emkowvovia pe tov [otépa tov.

Tote o Inoovg eine, «llatépa, ota yépa cov..» Tig
terevTaieg dmodeka dpec, o Inoolg Ppiokdtav ota yépa
dAAov mov tov giyav Kakomomoel. Tov giyav padnoel Ta
Y€V, TOV ¥TOTNOOY GTO TPOGMOTO, TOV £0TUCAV PAvavcol
YOPp® od TO AU Kol TO GO KO TNPAY £VO, GTELLO A0
Hokpd aykddio Kot To TEsaV 6To TPLYMTO TG KEPOANG Kot
oto pétenod Tov. Tov giyov kakomomoet epiktd. Topa dpmg
Bpioketon emttéhovg ota xépla tov [latépa tov. Aev givar
o ot XEPLe eKeivav mov tov Pavavcav, aldd givol oto
xépw cov, Ilotépa, vo mopad®O® TO TVEDUA LOV.
AykaAdotnKe TOpa omd To GTOPYIKE XEPLo TOL Bgov OTOV
0o viIMpye aoEdictlo Kot Gveon Kot amodoyn. Aev UmTopm
TOPA VO OKEPTM OTL VILAPYOLV OTIYUEG OV {omG VidBovpe
dwwyuévor 1 Pavavcor 1 udvolr N OmoL KL oV €ival 1
KATAGTACT LaG. AALG Lovo Yo va EEpove 6Tt LopovLLE Vo
glpoote ota y€pa tov Oeov,

O Inoovg eine emiong: «Aecuevopaw. «Ildtep, ota yépa
ooV Topudidm TO TVELUO HOLY. TNV ApYIKN YADGGO,
"déopevon”, Tov oNuave v Katabéom N Vo apno® oTnv
axpn. Me dAlo Aoy, kaveic dev tov mhpe ™ (oN TOL
Incov. To gilxe mel ko Tpv 1 otavpwon tov. Eine, "Eyon
apnve T (on pov. Kaveig dev pov maipver ) {on'".
EBglovoa, o Incoig édmae ) LN TOL Yo €GOC KOl Y10




péva. O Inocovtg elye kdver dAa 6ca tov glye {ntnoel o
MMotépac. "Teheimoe." O Incovg elyxe yiver 1 eEiléwon yo
TIG apapTieg pog, 1 e&lewmtikn Oucia. O Incovg eiye yivern
wavornoinon mov {Nmoe o Bgdg yo TS apoptieg TOL
KOGLOL €KTPEMOVIOG TNV 0pyn Tov Ogod amd epdc.
Teleimoe 0 Incovg TPooEEPONKE OC VTOKOTAGTATO Yid
gpac. (1 Iodvvn 2:1-2)

Mmopei Tpaypatikd vo meptypogel og e&ng:

4. 'Eyovope  éva  mpoPAnuo - gipoote  apoptoroi
Katadtkacpévol og Bdvoto

5. Ymdpyer po Avon — po Bvoic yopig yeyddt,
avapapTNTN, XPEaloTaV

6. Yrmapyel éva anotélecpo — o Incovg mpdcpepe ) dikn
tov avapdgptn Con yodnke 1o oige TOL KO
KOVOTIOINOE TIG OmMALTAOELS TOV Og0D Yio GUUPIAI®GT).

O Inoovg eine: «Xta yépwo cov, Ilatépa, mopadidm To
TVED O, LOLY. ZyedOV déKa aumveg vopitepa o NTéPvt gine
to 1010 Tpdyua, aAld Tpodcbece Eva aitnuo «Xta yEplo cov
Topodidm 1o mvedpa pov. Avtpwcé pe, Kopie, o ®edg g
arnBetacy. (Woakpog 31:5) Eivor o onAwmon mapddoong.
Avto elye xbver o Inocovg ce OAN TOL TNV emiyeln Con.
Epmotevdtav tov Oed kot gixe mopadmoet ) {on Tov pe
T pn vrotoyn otov Ilavrodvuvapo Oed. O Incovg yvapile
UE LEYAAT GLyovpLd OTL TOV TTEPIUEVE AVAGTOCT KOl 000,

Eiye tedeiwoet. Eilyxe katapépel 6ha 0ca tov eiyxe {ntnoet o
®ebdc. H minpng minpoun yio to xpEoc TG OUOPTIOG HOGC
elye mAnpwbel. O Incovg, n eéremtikn pog Bvcia, pog
£0moe TN duvaTOHTNTO VO CLUEIAIBOOUE te Tov Ogd. Towg
UTOPOVLLE TOPO VO, KOTAAGBOVUE KOAVTEPO TL EVVOOVGE O
Iodvvng otav gine: «A0TL 1060 aydnnce o Oedg Tov KOGHO,
MOTE £dWOE TOV LLOVOYEVT] Y10 TOV, MGTE OMOL0G TIGTEVEL GE
avTOV va un xabel, aAld va Exel ardvia {ony.

[Ipéner va deopevtovpe. [pénel va aviéEovpe. Tpénet va
aplep@covpe T Lo pog og avtov. «H dev E€pete 6T OAOL
eueig mov PamtiotnKape otov Xpiotd Incov PaetiotiKope
o010 Odvato tov; Taprkape Aowmwov pall tov péc® TOV
Banticpatog otov  Odvato, ®ote, Omwg 0 XPlLoToC
avaothonke and Toug vekpovg ue ) 60&a tov [atépa, £Tol
Ko gpeic va {noovpe o véa {omn. Av €ovue evobet pall
Tov €161 6To0 Odvatd tov, oiyovpa Oa sipoote kot pali Tov
oV avdortaon tov. [Mati EEpovue 6TL 0 TAAOG pog 0TOG
otoavpmdnke pali tov yw vo goiewpbel To copa g
apoptiog, MoTe va unv eipaocte ma okAdfotl g apaptiog
enedn Omowog €xel mebdver €xer elevbepmbel amd TV
apoptio. Topa, av tebdvape pe Tov Xpioto, ToTEVOVUE OTL
Oa {noovpe ko padi tovy. (Popaiovg 6:3-8) [pénet emiong
VO TTOPOUEVOVLE GLYKEVTPOUEVOL Kot TioTol. "Emopévag,
Epdoov eipoote meprtpryvpiopévol amd €vo 1000 peYdAo
GUVVEQO LOPTOP®V, 0G TETAEOLUE O,TL eumodilel kol Tnv
apaptio. Tov 1000 €OKOAN UTAEKEL, Kol O¢ TPEEOVUE UE
ETMLOVT] TOV OYDOVE TOV HOG OUASEYE. AG TPOOTADGOVLE
Ta patie pog otov Incov, Tov cuyypaeéa Kot TEAELOTO T
™G moTNG Lo, TOL Yo TN Xopd oL €lye UTPOCTA TOL
VIEUEIVE TOV GTAVPO, TEPUPPOVAOVTOS TOV EIVOL VIPOTT, KOl




kéOioe ota deEd Tov BpoVOL TOv Be0V. XKePTEiTE AVTOV
OV  VWEHPEWVE  TETOW  EVOVTIOON Oomd  GUAPTOAOVG
avOpdmovg, Y vo. pnv  KOLPOAOTEITE KOl vo. PNV
amoxopdwbeiten (Efpaiovg 12:1-3). ko kdbioe ot de&Ld
oV Bpovov 1oL Be0V. LkePTeite AVTOV TOL VIEUELVE TETOLL
evavtioon ond apoptOAodg avOpoOmovg, Yo Vo uUnv
Kovpaoteite Kol va unv amokapdiwdeite» (Efpaiovg 12:1-
3). ko kdBwoe ota 6e&d Tov Bpdvov Tov BeoV. TKepteite
QUTOV TOL VTEUEIVE TETOLN EVOAVTIOON OO OUAPTMOAOVC
avOpdTovg, Yy vo. PNV KOLPOOTEITE KOl vo. PNV

anokopdiwbeiten (EPpaiovg 12:1-3).Amazing Grace #1256
Steve Flatt, 31 Maptiov 1996




